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The concept of "policing by consent" entails that law enforcement agencies are authorised to carry out their duties solely with the approval and cooperation of the general public. This principle plays a crucial role in establishing the legitimacy of policing practises. The policing system employed in the United Kingdom differs from the military-state dominated police forces commonly seen in developing nations, thereby aligning with the principles of a liberal democracy. However, it is possible that certain communities may hold a different perspective. These populations hold the belief that the police force does not adhere to the principle of "policing by consent," instead operating within a more state-controlled framework.
I would place the majority of these communities in largely ethnic and/or low-income areas with little police interaction, and attribute their feelings to policing by a largely middle-class white male police force, low in diversity with little community interaction, strategies and target groups escalating feelings of victimisation due to targeted arrests, and an erosion of the legitimacy and trust of the police, resulting in those communities with low police interaction.
The policing approach in the United Kingdom is firmly rooted in the fundamental premise of "policing by consent." The concept of "policing by consent" is based on the nine principles of policing formulated by Robert Peel, the founder of the Metropolitan Police. It asserts that in order for policing to be successful, there needs to be widespread public approval of the acts undertaken by the police force.
Originally introduced in 1829 as a document titled "General Instructions" that was distributed to all members of the police force, these guiding principles emphasised the importance of police officers acknowledging that their ability to carry out their responsibilities and obligations relies on the support and endorsement of the public, as well as their capacity to establish and uphold public esteem. Additionally, the request was made for law enforcement officers to employ physical force exclusively in situations where attempts at persuasion, advise, and warning had proven inadequate in securing public cooperation. Furthermore, officers were instructed to utilise the least amount of physical force required to achieve a specific police aim in any given circumstance.
The communities that tend to hold the belief that this phenomenon is a fairy tale are typically characterised by low economic development and or a high concentration of ethnic minorities (in relation to the ethnic majority). These communities often experience a sense of isolation from state authority, such as rural communities in the Welsh highlands, the North of England, or former mining and factory communities. Additionally, this belief is prevalent among certain groups, such as religious, or similar organisations, whose committed members have frequently encountered conflicts with the police and Other symbols of authority. The perception of victimisation among residents of inner-city neighbourhoods can be exemplified by their experiences with the police's utilisation of stop and search powers as granted under the 1994 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act. A recent study conducted by the London School of Economics (LSE) and the Open Society Justice Initiative utilised official data to reveal that individuals of black ethnicity faced a significantly higher likelihood, approximately 29.7 times greater, of being subjected to stop and search procedures under section 60 within the same time period. However, allegations of racial profiling have arisen because to the overrepresentation of black teenagers in the utilisation of section 60 powers, coupled with a relatively low rate of arrests. In  Brixton, a district situated in the southern region of London, a discernible manifestation of discontent was observed among a cohort of black adolescents, who candidly relayed to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) their adverse encounters pertaining to instances of being subjected to stop-and-search procedures " If they approach us in a calmer way we would feel safer. But they come aggressive and grab you up against a wall".  Another said: "All of us are just criminals [in their eyes]."(BBC news 2012). This is clear evidence of erosion of the trust of the police as this group no longer feels that the police are being fair or just to them and are targeting them disproportionately. As a result they have withdrawn their consent to be policed by what they see as an authority figure of the government than a legitimate police force. This assertion holds particular validity with respect to young African American males who perceive themselves as being specifically singled out or subjected to mistreatment. Regrettably, numerous instances, such as the case of Liam Stacy and various other individuals who opt to maintain their anonymity, lend substantial support to this claim. One of the anonymous sources interviewed by The Guardian stated “I don't like the police. I hate the police. Because they victimise us.”
The culmination of friction between law enforcement and the populace in Britain manifested in the Brixton riots of 1981. The observed outcome can be attributed to racial discrimination against the black community by predominantly white law enforcement officers, particularly their heightened implementation of stop-and-search practises within the region. Additionally, persistent tensions arose due to the deaths of 13 black teenagers and young adults in the mysterious New Cross house fire that occurred in January. The primary riot that occurred on April 11th, which was referred to as "Bloody Saturday" by Time magazine, led to 279 injuries among police personnel and 45 injuries among civilians. Additionally, more than a hundred vehicles, including 56 police vehicles, were set on fire. The riot also caused damage to nearly 150 buildings, with thirty of them being completely burned down, and numerous shops were subjected to looting. A total of 82 individuals were apprehended. According to several reports, it has been alleged that a significant number of individuals, potentially reaching up to 5,000, were involved in the matter under consideration. The Brixton riot was subsequently succeeded by other riots in numerous English cities and towns during the month of July. The inquiry commissioned by the Thatcher government led to the production of the Scarman Report.
Scarman discovered unequivocal proof of the police's excessive and indiscriminate use of ‘stop and search' powers against black persons. As a result, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 established a new code for police behaviour, as well as an independent Police Complaints Authority, which was founded in 1985 to try to restore public trust in the police. Scarman went on to say that "complex political, social and economic factors [created a] disposition towards violent protest" .The 1999 Macpherson Report, an examination of Stephen Lawrence's murder and the police's failure to establish adequate evidence for the prosecution of the suspected suspects, discovered that the 1981 Scarman Report's recommendations had been neglected. The police force was found to be "institutionally racist" according to the investigation. This report, which did not include the events of the Brixton Riots, disagreed with Scarman's conclusions. The Reunion, a programme including reminiscences of participants, including police and black Brixton residents, aired on BBC Radio 4 on March 25, 2011.
More proof that the police are policing by consent can be found in the fact that the police make a concerted effort to collaborate with the community. This demonstrates that they are fully aware that policing will be difficult, if not impossible, without the permission of the populace. Police involvement with communities represented by PCSOs, neighbourhood watch, and similar organisations helps to minimise community alienation from the police and, in principle, allows the police to better detect issues and concerns within communities.
In conclusion, I previously expressed my personal viewpoint asserting that policing in the United Kingdom is indeed conducted with the consent of the communities. However, it is important to acknowledge that certain communities may perceive this notion as an illusion due to various challenges they face. Nonetheless, these communities are ultimately mistaken, as evidenced by the extensive endeavours undertaken by the police in terms of community engagement, legislative measures, and recognition of the crucial nature of consent, among other factors. The police primarily operate under the principle of policing by consent, which implies that the majority of individuals acknowledge and accept their authority. However, it is important to recognise that there will inevitably be a minority who perceive a lack of consent in their interactions with law enforcement. In the United Kingdom, a country characterised by significant variety in several aspects, the presence of a substantial minority population leads to heightened disagreements on the appropriate conduct and behaviour of the police. Consequently, these differences contribute to the escalation of tensions and exacerbation of pre-existing conflicts. Nevertheless, it is important to note that the police, as an institution, do not actively and intentionally contribute to these tensions, instead, they strive to maintain a system of policing that is based on consent.
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