


Valley’s Rebellion – Michael Sheen (2015) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWwlJAH88Kg
250 years ago the valleys were feudal, farmlands.  Then became one of the most heavily industrialised places in the world.  The towns were growing so fast, the iron masters had a tight grip on the towns and the conditions were awful, no democracy as such a small proportion (the seriously well off) have the power to vote.  - Mural erected in 1978 – demolished unannounced.  Sheen writes a letter to the “South Wales Argus”.
In the 1830’s (12 months before the march) A charter was drawn up  - calling for 6 basic rights. 1. A vote for all men over 21,  2. Secret Ballot, 3. Abolish the need for members of parliament to own property   4.    A wage for members of parliament, 5. Equal constituencies, 6. Annual parliaments.    Petition signed by 1 and a quarter million people throughout Britain.  When it was rejected the mood turned aggressive. Conditions were so oppressive – that it galvanised middle class leaders to take risks to push forward change.  
Chartists – 175 years ago,  (Nov 3, 1839) 5000 armed men marched down to the centre of Welsh Power at the time (Newport), they believed the political system had failed them and they wanted the right to vote.  22 were shot dead.  The Chartists gave their lives to vote.
In the Welsh Valleys today – a quarter of working adults on benefits.  Blaenu Only 28% of the population vote in some of these areas – One of the lowest numbers of voters across Britain.  Some of the most deprived and unhealthiest areas in the UK.  Merthryr was targeted for a waste incinerator project, they believed the communities to be too sick, thick or lazy to protest – the people did protest and got the incinerator project abolished.
The timeline of social reform:
· Conservative party formed (1830’s) 
· Chartists reform movement (1849)– - surrogates movement for women voters (1890 – 1919)
· Birth of the Labour political party (1900), 
· More social structures such as the NHS (1948).  Aneurin Bevan – Founder of the NHS “the purpose of getting power is to give it away”.
· 1984 – 1985 The Great Strike – Led by Arthur Scargill – President of the National Union of Mineworkers when the Conservative Government under Thatcher were closing the mines and trying to reduce Union power.
· Liberal Democrat party formed (1988)
Modern views are diluting this, they view Unions as a nuisance, benefits system as just supporting scroungers and NHS as something that should be privatised. – Forgetting what we struggled for in the past, makes it so easy to give it away in the future.
Rhymney Local Councillor –states the area is the third most deprived area in Wales.  
Frank Olding – Herritage Officer – in the 1830’s the working conditions were grim, there was also rank injustices in their daily lives, for example starting work but not getting paid for 3 months!  By the time you got paid, you were in debt – so they had you over a barrel.
During the 1830’s time of rapid growth, it brought men of industry from far and wide and they were making money hand over fist because the natural resources were there (iron, coal, lime) – the wealth was not distributed.  No regulation in this boom period – ideal for a capitalist iron master.
Owen Jones – Socialist Campaigner – In this country we do not celebrate the hard-won struggles.  Ordinary people organising from below and at great sacrifice overcoming huge odds.  
Tony Ben? – The way you get change is the burning flame of anger and injustice, and the burning flame of hope – the hope has been taken away.  The poorer you are, the more unlikely you are too vote – the very people who need that change the most.
Leanne Wood – Plaid Cymru MP – the level of consciousness in deprived areas of Wales is not as high in the Valleys as it is in other comparable deprived areas throughout the UK – such as Scotland.  This was evidenced in the Scottish referendum.
Conservatist MP – David Davies – The Government cannot solve economic problems by chucking money around.  If there are no jobs on your doorstep, go and look elsewhere.  It’s not about waiting for the Government to deliver it, you have to get out and find it for yourself.  
David Babs – 38 degree members, online petitioning forum.  People migrate to us because they do not feel candidates represent their issues and values. 
The Greek Philosophy “Live as though your ancestors are living again, through you” – this would be the best testament to the Chartists.
The Chartists came together, and acted together to force change.
Graham Davies Poem -   “The Miners”
“we only ask you this;
 that you live well here, 
in the places that our labour built,
here beneath the sky we seldom saw, 
here on the green earth, beneath the black vein that we mined, 
and feel the freedom -  that we could not find”
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