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Outline
The outline of this report is to show how the Mesopotamians and Ur in the region of Sumer; acquired their silver supplies and how it was transported to lower Mesopotamia in the EBA-MBA. I will also show examples of the finished vessels and prized wares. The final part of the report will show the uses the merchandise were put too and to show that with specialization, writing forms and alphabets developed. 
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The trade routes in the Eastern Mediterranean/Near Middle East (in the Early Bronze Age or Uruk periods through to EBA IIIb, period), consisted of two very distinct tracks. The first went from the Aegean Sea to Cyprus, Ugarit, the Levant and finally to Byblos, in Phoenicia and then on to Egypt. The other route went from Anatolia, Syria, Mari, Nippur, Lagash, Susa and finally to Ur (Dickinson 1994:234-50).
In Mesopotamia feeding off the rivers were a complete maze of canals or levees which enabled trade to get to every reasonably sized community in the region. See Fig No 4.
I intend to show that the silver supplies that Sumer consumed came from the Anatolian district in the main, but with two other possible sources of supply coming from Elam, in the Persian domain, Dilmun (modern day Bahrain) in the Persian Gulf and later in the Bronze Age Laurion in Crete seems to have freely traded silver as well as other metals. (Dickinson 1994: 243-55). (Fig No 1). I will also show what uses the silver was put to; as well as gains to humanity from the advent of specialization. 
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Theoretical Perspectives

Specialization became a leading theme in Vere Gordan Childe’s theories about a revolution occurring because of trade, this lead him to name what happened as a “class” revolution; this has been altered in recent studies to an” elite”/ non-elite” classification. (Tringham 1996:233).
Other classifications of Childe’s to be altered in the same work are; “ independent”/ “attached specialist” ( equivalent to Childe’s “independent mobile specialist”/”patron-client” dichotomy); “prestige” /” utilitarian goods” ( equivalent to Childe’s “luxury “/ “ utilitarian goods” dichotomy), to name a few of classifications that have been altered in recent archaeological history. (Tringham 1996:233). I am planning to say no more about Childe here as I will expand his arguments, in my other piece on Palatial Palaces.
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Presentation of Data and Context of Research

 The data set includes a silver Egyptian funerary boat, Figure of Enheduanna, High priestess of the moon god. These objects have been chosen because these are some of the very few pieces to be found in silver. These examples illustrate how silver was held in such high esteem, due to its rarity and its link with the sun and light. 
In the early Bronze Age silver as a metal would have been more valuable than gold; this would have occurred because of the lack of silver that could be retrieved in the ground in the region. The sources for silver in the region even as late as the second millennium BCE; were only three, one in what is now Afghanistan, the other two in Anatolia one near Acemhoyuk the other in the Taurus Mountains area. (Aruz et-al 2009: xxii-xxiii). It was this reason only a shortage of supply that made silver so valuable in this historical period; prevailed at least for longest period. It seems reasonable to me that the Sumerians made use of other readily available sources of silver ore in the later bronze age periods, but the Anatolia link seems to have been the main one. Both the Sumerians and the rest of the Mesopotamian peoples held the metal silver in great awe; to them especially in the early bronze age it sat at the pinnacle of bling. 
It would seem highly likely that Mesopotamian merchants were in EBA Anatolia. It would be surprising if they were not; as Mari in Syria had merchants for commercial reasons in Ugarit.

With the profusion of city states that sprang up almost from nowhere in this period, it is of little surprise to see trade between the city states of lower Mesopotamia and Anatolia, to name but one destination, grow so rapidly especially when trading in high status goods. (Feldman 2006: 15,26,195).
Other than Ur city states in Sumer included Babylon, Kish, Nippur and Uruk, all of which had their own hierarchies; all of which would have been looking for the high-status products and commodities that were becoming available because of trade and specialization. (Feldman 2006: 15,26,195).                                                                                                                                         4
The cross over area for all this trade was the Phoenician hinterland as it was so well positioned, the main entre points being Ugarit, Mari, and the Mediterranean ports of Tyre and Sidon. (Feldman 2006: 195).
The Mesopotamian region had no raw material reserves of any kind and so to trade would needed some products they could use. With the advent of specialization this problem was to be resolved; Mesopotamia as it was firmly in the two rivers delta region, had an abundant opportunity to increase its potential harvesting of crops. This was achieved, and Mesopotamia traded dates, rye, barley and any form of meat available, sheep being a prime example; these were then traded for the raw materials needed from the north, to turn into the prestige goods, that were then turned into trade and elite gifts. (Rothman 2001: 132).   
The growth of trade: came from the initial gift giving that all the kings of the Near Eastern states played too; in one context or another. The main states of the Bronze Ages, would have changed many times; this would have taken place because of effects of war, famine, invasion, or internecine troubles to name a few reasons. (Rothman 2001:132). 
The main players: in gift giving were Egypt, Assyria, Mesopotamian states, Babylonia, The Hittites and Mitanni. Only Egypt as a main player would off expected to be in the top league as a definite; others would have risen and been downgraded, dependent on events. (Aruz et al 2009: 96-7). Other smaller states in the region such as Ugarit, Phoenicia, Cyprus and Crete were considered as vassals’ states to the afore mentioned above. (Aruz et al 2009: 100).
The gifts that were given by the kings: would have been for diplomatic reasons; primarily to show rank on the kingly ladder. This would have meant that the vassal states had no other option then to try and buy favour from the premier states to survive. The bigger and the more valuable the gift; the more favour that would be shown to the vassal state, gifts such as silver, ivory, gold, lapis lazuli and faience would have been of the top value; Ugarit was a prime player but never in the top league. Ugarit spent most of the Bronze Age ploughing a lone individual furrow; whilst still paying tribute to the larger states. (Aruz et al 2009: 340).
The next big development: was the inventions of writing, alphabets and Old bureaucratic records; writing came in the forms of hieroglyphs, cuneiform Linear A and B, New and Old Babylonian Bureaucratic and Assyrian Colony period glyphic. (Aruz et al 2009: 13,29,34,49,270-1). The invention of these forms of communication, has been one of the main links we have with this period and without them we would sadly be lacking in understanding pre-classical history.
To the above should be added the use of papyrus and clay tablets both of which have been used to record the information. The records found in such archives as those of Ugarit throw great light on how the kings of the various states whether of the top grade or vassal level addressed each other. It is from these records that the reasons can be deduced for the promotion of vassal states and indeed the demotion for whatever reason of the senior kingships when they happened. Another main source would have been the Amarna Letters of Egypt. (Feldman 2006: 14, 138-150). 
The advent of writing has given to us such a bureaucratic record that although a lot is incomplete we are able to show how in the Bronze Age; trade developed out of gift giving and brought the whole region together. There are many cities of varying size with good trade and bureaucratic records, Ugarit is one; writing boards have been found (Aruz et-al 2009: 368); as well as records of trade, cylinder seals, ceramic vessels, Kamares ware, faience and seated deities have been excavated. (Aruz et-al 2009: 235-423).
It also became apparent that in Ugarit: there were merchants from Mari who controlled a lot of this trade. (Aruz et-al 2009: 15-17). The merchants would have controlled the trade in both directions; ore and other minerals coming from the north with staple foods coming up from the south to pay for them. Merchants were not just in Ugarit they were in all the main trading places including being on ships. The Uluburun wreck being a prime example. (Aruz et-al 2009: 300-01). These merchants also paid taxes and traded as an independent adjunct to the state. (Aruz et-al 2009: 165). 
Through excavation and under water archaeology it has been shown that by the end of the Bronze Age trade had grown quite significantly, ship wrecks such as the Uluburun, where ten tons of copper and an estimated one ton of tin plus other cargo was recovered. (Aruz et-al 2009:3). The size of the cargo suggests considerable trade; it also showed that the ships as they were going around the coast were trading on their own account this has become known as tramping and continues today in certain cases. (Aruz et-al 2009: 297-8).  
The silver ore that would have arrived in the Sumer region in the early to middle Bronze Age; would have been used for many styles of prime goods or uses. Silver jugs with zoomorphic handles; which had two bands around the neck of the jug with figural animal and bird scenes portrayed. (Feldman2006: 40-1); many such items were found at Tell Basta in the Egyptian Delta. This jug has a hieroglyphic inscription naming Atumemtoneb, the kings’ butler. (Feldman 2006: 12).
In Gwendolyn Leick’s book the Babylonian World she quotes “(Moorey 1994: 234), that despite the lack of cuneiform sources that  nearly all of Mesopotamia’s silver came from Anatolia; she then goes on to suggest that Magan is another possibility of supply, since silver has been mined in the recent , pre-modern past in Oman (Potts 1990: 116, n. 106).” (Leick 2007: 129).
Another suggestion from Leick is that “Argentiferous lead is common in Iran and ay of been smelted in antiquity to acquire silver.” (Leick 2007: 129); It is certainly known that Elam the most powerful state in western Iran, sent on at least one occasion silver to Mari in Syria (Potts 1999: Table 6.2). (Leick 2007: 129). It is also known that silver could be traded from further afield with the Persians importing silver from Egypt in the Achaemenid period (Kent 1953: 144). (Leick 2007: 129). (Figs 3 and 4).
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Interpretation and Analysis

The archives at Ebla show two kinds of long distance commodity transfers; tribute demanded from vassals which were then transferred to treasuries and storehouses of palaces and temples (Sumerian mu-DU): and gifts consigned to individuals or gods (Sumerian nig-ba). Of the two, gift exchanges are considered more relevant to the EBA Anatolia. (Crawford 2013: 511-2). That they linked silver to sun light tells all; as without sun light nothing grows. 
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Many gold vessels were found with the silver examples at this site, one use for gold at this time would be for ceremonial and or prestige purposes. (Feldman 2006: 118). Silver koine or as some say” style” vessels; mainly associated with two groups the kings and the temples, is
although this would later alter, as silver became more abundant; for much of the period silver was the ’primary index for commercial transactions’ (Feldman 2006: 118-9).
Podany states in Brotherhood of Kings that silver was used for booty, bridal gifts, dowries and for gifts to envoys to name a few. (Podany 2010: 395). The uses for the metal were numerous and well documented (Podany 2010: 395). Podany also states that gold alone of metals is the only one that doesn’t tarnish whatever treatment it receives. (Podany 2010:
 Silver was often used in funerary pieces; the silver boat from the “Kings Grave”. (RT 789). (Fig No 2.) word babbar- white- was the same sign used for the word utu- the sun.”  “Silver to the Silver was called by the Sumerians ku-babbar, meaning “pure white”. “The sign used by the Sumerians for silver; this might have seemed like a piece of sunlight miraculously turned solid.” (Podany 2010: 370).
Wool, cloth and garments together with surpluses on food production would have been used for trade not only between Sumerian city states but also later for trade; to bring in precious metals and other items from the north. These would come and gone through the entre ports that I have already suggested. (Crawford et-al 2013: 411-5).  
[bookmark: _Toc511725626]Conclusions

The trade routes mentioned above had several lesser pathways leading off them which went to Egypt, Ankara, Kanesh, Aleppo, and Ashur to name a few. The main traded commodities in this period other than silver, were copper, lapis lazuli, faience, obsidian, timber, ivory and textiles. (Maisels 2000: 82-5).
All the trade between Anatolia and Sumer in the south would mainly off been by the Euphrates- Tigris river system and their tributaries. (Maisels 2000: 82-5).
All the trade routes occurred in the area known as the fertile crescent and no track crossed the Arabian desert (Maisels 2000: 83-5).
Gifts would not only have gone to the palaces but also, to the temples as it was the priestly class that for long periods from the earliest of times that controlled the exchanges. The priests and the temples only slowly lost ground to the kings who eventually rose to the top of the pyramid. Every state would have had a temple or ziggurat the most prominent being Inanna Temple, Nippur, Limestone Temple at Eanna and the Red Temple at Ebla. (Crawford 2013: 656). 
Trade with merchants was to develop as the MBA Anatolia arrived, silver would have flowed in the EBA Anatolia, but I would surmise more of a trickle; because if silver was received from a rival state a reciprocal trade had to be done, if only to save face. Silver objects; jewellery, inlaid weaponry and vessels were given and received as gifts in many guises across the region. (Crawford 2013: 512-3).
[bookmark: _Toc511725627]Throughout the Bronze Age periods and the time chronology is long, silver seems to have been traded or given as gifts by kings to rival vassals on a regular basis. The kings and the priestly class would have considered silver tokens as a very high-class possession; it would have only been given or used after due consideration and not to lowly vassals or persons. (Figs 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)
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[bookmark: _Toc511725628]Appendices and Illustrations

 Figs:   


Frontispiece ;
4.12 The Great Lyre, from the death pit of King Meskalamdug, grave 789, Ur, Iraq, Early Dynastic llla, c. 2550-2400 BCE. Goldsilver, lapis lazuli, bitumen, and wood, 4ft. 7 1/8 in. (1.4 m) long.  Bahrani Z, Page 97, Mesopotamia Ancient Art and Architecture.   
 1.) Distribution of Select Raw Materials and Finished Goods in this Catalogue. From (Aruz et-al 2009: xxii-xxiii). Map.
2.)  Model boat of silver, from the “Kings Grave (RT 789)”. From (Moorey 1982: 154).
3.) The City of Ur, c 2000-1800 BCE, to show the excavated buildings (in this plan Woolley inadvertently included much later buildings near the “North Harbour”. The title is Woolley’s own.
4.) Major ancient levees from Landsat imagery revealing the primary canal network. (source: Adams 1981: 34. In Umma. Crawford H, 2013: Page 41, The Sumerian World.
5.) Map of Uruk trade routes circa Paul Collins Page 33, Crawford H, Ur The City of the Moon God. 
6.) 5.1 Objects from the royal cemetery made of gold and electrum by Tessa Rickards, Crawford H. page 60, Ur The City of the Moon God.
[bookmark: _Hlk511724941]7.) 6.ii Figure of Enheduanna, High priestess of the moon god Crawford H, page 78, Ur The City of the Moon God.
8.) 3.4 Silver Vase of Enmetena, from Girsu Iraq, Early Dynastic lllb, C2,400 BCE. Bahrani Z, Page 68, Mesopotamia Ancient Art and Architecture.
9.) 4.10 The Ram in the Thicket, from the Royal Cemetery, Ur, Iraq, Early Dynastic llla, 2,500 BCE.
Bahrani Z, Page 95, Mesopotamia Ancient Art and Architecture.
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