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SEMINAR PRESENTATION FOR ECYW6004

YOUNG PEOPLE AND SOCIETY 3: TRAUMA, EXPLOITATION AND TOXIC CHILDHOOD

My task was to design an advisory leaflet for parents and guardians focusing on an issue faced by young people in contemporary society. Students were  required to ‘present’ their advisory leaflet, ensuring they demonstrate how youth workers and other young people practitioners can best support at risk young people. My presentation will be supported by wider reading, and linked to the Youth Work National Occupational Standards (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019).

You will find a copy of the leaflet on the third slide of this power point  presentation. In this presentation I will go into more details as regards the information on the leaflet.

According to The children society website, 46,000 of children in England are thought to be involved in gangs. They say there is likely many more. The same report states 90% of English police forces have seen county lines activity in their area and the violence is getting worse. And lastly it was also noted that  4,000 of teenagers are being criminally exploited in London alone,(The Children’s Society , 2021). Now with such statistics in front of us, there is an urgent need for parents, guardians of children and young people to be well informed. This is the motivation behind this advisory leaflet.




It can be extremely stressful suspecting your child or a child you are caring for is involved in child criminal exploitation (typically this includes county lines, weapons and gang-related activity), this leaflet is designed to advice and to show you  how youth workers and other young people practitioners can best support at risk young people.
Let’s start by answering the question 
WHAT IS CHILD CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION (CCE)?
Child criminal exploitation also known as (CCE), occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into any criminal activity:
• In exchange for something the victim needs or wants.
• For the financial or other advantage of the perpetrator or facilitator.
• Through violence or the threat of violence, (CHILD EXPLOITATION DISRUPTION TOOLKIT Disruption Tactics).
WHO CAN BE AFFECTED BY CCE?
· Anyone under 18 irrespective of gender, ethnicity, religion. 
· Having prior experience of neglect, physical and/or sexual abuse.
· Lack of a safe/stable home environment, now or in the past (domestic violence or parental substance misuse, mental health issues criminality, for example).
·  Social isolation or social difficulties ( with the pandemic this will intensify) (November 2018, Recognising & acting on signs of ‘county lines’ child exploitation A case study).
County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas [within the UK], using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of ‘deal line’.

How the perpetrators sell it to young people :
· Regular work but opportunity for extension dependent on skill level
· Accommodation and food provided
· Travel expenses paid
· Provided with a work mobile phone and work equipment
· required to fulfil job role
· Opportunities for promotion Opportunities to meet new people
· Opportunities to travel
· Must be able to work flexible and unsociable hours If work completed ahead of schedule individual will still get paid in full.
· Pay Cash in hand – Tax Free,(CHILD EXPLOITATION DISRUPTION TOOLKIT Disruption Tactics).
These baits are just too strong for a young person to ignore. These perpetrators sell this criminal activity to them like a career opportunity.
SOME RISK FACTORS
· Physical injuries, including risk of serious violence and death
· Emotional and psychological trauma
· Sexual violence, including sexual assault, rape, internally inserting drugs, indecent images being taken and shared as part of initiation, revenge, or punishment,( Pace, 2021).

· Debt bondage, where a child or young person and their families are ‘in debt’ to the exploiters, which is then used to control the young person, (Pace, 2021).


HOW TO SPOT CHILD CRIMINAL  EXPLOITATION
· Changes in behaviour – this could include your child going missing, changes in the way they dress and speak, verbally and/or physically aggressive behaviour, anxiety and distress.
· Changes in friends and/or peer group
· Coming home unusually dirty and extremely tired.
· Not coming home at all or being away for extended periods without reason.
· Truancy – if your child is skipping school and you cannot account for their whereabouts.
· Signs of physical injury – these can include injuries from assaults, concealing drugs and other illicit items in their bodies and self-harming.
· Unexplained cash or possessions, if your child is in possession of things they normally cannot afford, (Pace 2021)

HELP AND SUPPORT
POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS CAN BREAK THE CCE CYCLE
Everyone needs strong, positive relationships in order to thrive. For young people this could be a parent or guardian, youth workers and young people practitioners
Youth work can help and support by bringing  in : 
· Early intervention 
· Education, through its ability to build relationships with young people 


YOUTH WORK AND EARLY INTERVENTION.
Youth work has as one of it’s values to engage Young people from the ages of 11-25, Youth work starts from where young people are, in relation to their own values, views and principles, as well as their own personal and social space, LSIS, 2012).
Youth work also seeks to go beyond where young people start, to widen their horizons, promote participation and invite social commitment, in particular by encouraging them to be critical and creative in their responses to their experience and the world around themy, (LSIS, 2012).


EDUCATION, THROUGH ITS ABILITY TO BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

· Youth work seeks to achieve the personal, and political development of young people 
 It is concerned with how young people feel, and not just with what they know and can do, It is concerned with facilitating and empowering the voice of young people, encouraging and enabling them to influence the environment in which they live.
It safeguards the welfare of young people, and provides them with a safe environment in which to explore their values, beliefs, ideas and issues, LSIS, 2012). 
In conclusion 
Youth Work through its ability to develop relationships with young people can harness its relationship  building potentials to educate, detour and recover these young people from these Childhood Criminal Exploitation.
Thank for listening. If you have  any question about my presentation I am happy to answer.

Further help and support can be found on the leaflet. 




