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Evaluate the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty.
This report holds a two-sided debate, on the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty. This report will hold the advantages and disadvantages the death penalty may have. The purpose of this report is to get a clear view and understanding on whether the United Kingdom believe they should reintroduce capital punishment.
The death penalty is where an individual is punished through execution, by the decision of the government. The death penalty, also known as ‘capital punishment’, was introduced to the United Kingdom as early as the 10th century, when hanging was the preferred arrangement for execution. The alternative methods of execution could be one of the following;
· Lethal Injection
· Electrocution
· Lethal Gas
From the late 1940s, Parliament started a debate on whether to abolish the death penalty or not. By 1965, capital punishment was abolished. The abolitionist battle occurred due to the Home Office receiving letters regarding capital cases, back in the 1930s, where there were 30 letters, by the 1950s this rose up to the hundreds. According to Seal, Lizzie the letters received to The Home Office seemed to be “disproportionately represent abolitions views, or concerns” regarding the fault to capital punishment. Therefore, this would have been a problem of opinion at that time. This is clear to see as majority of the letters, 600 of which, were revolved around the case back in 1955 on Ruth Ellis. Ruth Ellis, aged 28, was the last women in Britain to be hung in 1964. She was executed, after shooting her partner, David Blakely. Due to this topic being a “public feeling”, particularly an audience of women, felt that Ruth Ellis had been wrongfully treated, due to being physically and emotionally abused by David Blakely. 8 years later, Britain abolished the death penalty. Northern Ireland followed their decision in 1973. Again in 1998, capital punishment was refused by 158 votes, when capital punishment was again debated throughout the progress of the Human Rights Act.


Britain now in the 21st century, are arguing on whether we should have the death penalty re-introduced. Due to this, campaigns online, such as Paul Staines have started a debate for the public to have an opportunity to share their opinions on whether the government of the United Kingdom, should bring back capital punishment by using a poll. The results of this poll showed that half of Britain's population were for capital punishment to be re-introduced for murderers. Yet again, when the killing of children and police officers are mentioned, the figures raised to 60%. According to Mr Staines most of the population are “in favour of bringing back the death penalty everywhere except in Parliament”. Does this suggest that politicians are not ready to vote for the return of the death penalty? Is the government of Britain afraid of their citizens? As a country, that lives in a democracy, should people be frightened of their government? Mr Staines wants to take this to Parliament to study and explore the matter there is between what both Parliament and the public want. On the other hand, for the Parliament to be willing to debate this matter, Mr Staines must have 100,000 people from the public to support his desire.


Sir George Young, who is the leader of The House of Commons, is against the return of the death penalty. On the other hand, he believes that ignoring the beliefs of members of the public or to “pretend that their views do not exist”, would harm the democracy within Britain. Therefore, he is supporting Mr Staines for his fight for a referendum. The failure of this topic being debated within Parliament is because it is “out of touch with the public”, according to Mr Carswell. Is this topic “out of touch with the public”? Possibly, how could anyone know, without having a chance to vote? Although, back in 2010 ‘YouGov’ directly asked the public if they wanted the capital punishment to be re-introduced for child murders, which came back 74% in favour for re-introducing capital punishment.


Advantages & Disadvantages
There is a great deal of reasons to why the public may see the capital punishment more of an advantage rather than a disadvantage for Britain. According to Natalie Regoli, capital punishment is a deterrent against crime. Those with thoughts to murder, will be aware of the consequences, and therefore will think of their actions. One disadvantage to this punishment process is the risk of an innocent person being blamed and executed, for a crime they have not committed. This was one of the reasons as to why capital punishment was abolished. On the other hand, DNA was not used as evidence in the United Kingdom up until 1988. Alongside other new systems, the chances of an innocent person being executed in the 21st century is less likely.


One of the most common statements in favor for the death penalty is, if an individual goes to kill another individual, does this suggest that they are going against their human rights? Most importantly, the one to staying alive themselves. On the other hand, the right of life, suggests the death penalty also goes against an individual's human rights. “Eye for an eye”, provides the victims justice, and a safer population.


From research, the public of the United Kingdom want to have capital punishment reintroduced. From figures, citizens of the UK believe that reintroducing the death penalty would benefit the country. The reason to why capital punishment was abolished, was due to innocent people being blamed. The chances of innocent people being blamed in the 21st century is less likely compared to the year of 1965 when capital punishment was abolished. Due to the improvement on gathering and reviewing valid evidence. Until this topic is debated again in Parliament, the public will not have the chance to share their opinion. Proven via BBC pol, citizens are for the return of the death penalty.


Conclusion
From research, the public of the United Kingdom want to have capital punishment reintroduced. From figures, citizens of the UK believe that reintroducing the death penalty would benefit the country. The reason as to why capital punishment was abolished, was due to innocent people being blamed. The chances of innocent people being blamed in the 21st century is less likely compared to the year of 1965 when capital punishment was abolished. Due to the improvement on gathering and reviewing valid evidence. Until this topic is debated again in Parliament, the public will not have the chance to share their opinion. Proven via BBC pol, citizens are for the return of the death penalty. Majority of the research has been advantages, rather than disadvantages for the return of the death penalty in the United Kingdom.
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