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Research Question (1 sentence max.)Should young offenders be tried as adults? If they commit crimes before they're of legal age, does that make them irredeemable?
Youth Crime Dissertation Ideas, (2009-2017).




Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. This dissertation will explore the age of criminal responsibility and help establish whether juvenile offenders should be tried as an adult. The age of criminal responsibility is where a child can only be prosecuted or punished if they’re at the minimum age, [UK Government, 2022]. The age of criminal responsibility in the UK is currently 10 years old, in 2020, MPs had called for the age of criminal responsibility to be reviewed by Parliament, [Pidd, 2020]. This topic area is important because the age of criminal responsibility has caused a public outrage, especially since the Thompson and Venables [1993], [Haydon and Seraton, 2000]. The Age of Criminal Responsibility Act [1998] has caused many controversial debates on whether young people should be responsible for their own actions and be tried as an adult. On the other hand, others believe that children do not have the same mentalities as an adult and that criminalising young people can do more harm than good. The importance of this topic is to understand why the age of criminal responsibility hasn’t changed over the years, even though young people are committing the same crimes but not being punished for them.
The focus of this dissertation is to establish whether young people are mature enough to take responsibility for their own actions and be tried as adults. This paper will explore how juvenile offenders are trialled within the courts, and how they are treated differently from adults.  It will also outline the age of criminal responsibility in the UK and how this compares with other countries. Furthermore, there will be a section on the most popular crimes committed by young offenders and how each crime is dealt with by the courts.
.






Throughout this paper, the research collected will then be supported by current statistics on juvenile offenders in custody or in youth rehabilitation centres. This paper plans on exploring several real-life cases which will help come to an overall conclusion.
Furthermore, the methodology that will be used in this paper is going to be a questionnaire. A questionnaire allows respondents the opportunity to answer it anonymously, which will allow the respondent to truly express how they feel. This will lead to a better understanding of what the research is about. The purpose of the questionnaire is for participants to be able to express their opinion through the use of open and closed questions. This will enable the researcher to understand the respondents’ true feelings. The target area is the younger generation, between the ages of 18-35 and also the older generation 35-60. The findings of this questionnaire will be generated into graphs to show the final results. This will then provide more information to help support both arguments.
This research aims to establish whether juvenile offenders should be tried as adults if they commit a crime before the legal age.














Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
The main aim of this research proposal is to establish the different arguments on whether juvenile offenders should be tried as adults within the Criminal Justice System.  Additionally, the researcher will be looking at whether juvenile offenders are irredeemable if they commit a crime before the legal age.  The use of academic articles, newspapers and statistics will help achieve these aims.



 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
In order to achieve the overall aim of this paper, it is important to set objectives to help guide the researcher throughout their research. These objectives will help identify conflicting arguments and define the overall goal. Below is a list of objectives that the researcher plans on meeting:


1. To develop an understanding of why the age of criminal responsibility has not been changed since 1998 and the arguments behind it.
2. To identify the difference between how juvenile offenders and adult offenders are treated.
3. To assess the effectiveness of the age of criminal responsibility being 10 years old.
4. To discover if there is discrimination against children in the criminal justice system 
5. To examine the public opinion on the age of criminal responsibility by using different research methods.
6. To develop recommendations of how to improve  the age of criminal responsibility bill and whether this will change the publics views and perceptions on this area of law.







Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? The methodology used in this paper is quantitative and qualitative research methods. Quantitative and Qualitative research methods are an effective way to gather research efficiently. For instance, quantitative data deals with numbers and statistics. This paper will contain statistics from the Youth Justice Board, which will provide information about young offenders in custody and the crimes committed by young people.
However, qualitative data deals with words and meaning. For instance, to gather secondary research to support the arguments raised within this paper, the use of a questionnaire will provide the researcher with more information. The questionnaire results will show the public perceptions on the age of criminal responsibility which will help support the conflicting arguments throughout the paper.
The questionnaire will include open and closed questions, this will allow the respondents to truly express how they feel about the topic area. The target audience is the local community and current classmates.


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. The target sample of this research project would be the researchers’ current classmates and individuals in their local area. By targeting a number of people from different areas, it will give a wide range of opinions on the age of criminal responsibility. For instance, the older generation may think juveniles should be tried as an adult but then the younger generation may think they shouldn’t be tried as an adult. The researcher plans on asking at least 60 individuals to participate in the questionnaire. The ages will be from 18-35 and 35-60.



Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  There are no ethical issues that need to be considered, the questionnaire Is going to be completed anonymously. Therefore, no personal data will be shared. 


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?The data collected will be produced into graphs which will then allow the researcher to compare their findings. The data will not be published online, only submitted to the Turnitin link which is provided by the University.















Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.	(Will need to add the second semester modules on)[image: Graphical user interface, application, table, Excel  Description automatically generated]		

















Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  By the end of this research paper, I hope to have two strong arguments on whether juvenile offenders should be tried as adults.
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NOTE: Overall word count is 1500 words.
The word counts above are SUGGESTED amounts ONLY 
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