


Chapter 84. 

THAT THE CELESTIAL BODIES MAKE NO 

IMPRESSION ON OUR INTELLECTS 

[I] From the things set forth earlier it is immediately evi- 
dent that celestial bodies cannot be causes of events which 
go on in the understanding. Indeed, we have already 
shown1 that the order of divine providence requires the 
lower things to be ruled and moved by the higher ones. But 
the understanding surpasses all bodies in the order of na- 
ture, as is also clear from what we have said b e f ~ r e . ~  So, it 
is impossible for celestial bodies to act directly on the intel- 
lect. Therefore, they cannot be the direct cause of things 
that pertain to understanding. 

[2] Again, no body acts except through motion, as is 
proved in Physics v111.3 But things that are immovable are 
not caused by motion, for nothing is caused by the motion 
of an agent, unless the agent moves a passive subject dur- 
ing the motion. So, things that are utterly apart from mo- 
tion cannot be caused by the celestial bodies. But things 
that are in the area of understanding are entirely apart from 
motion, properly speaking, as is evident from the Philos- 
opher, in Physics v11.4 On the contrary, "through being un- 
disturbed by motions, the soul becomes prudent and know- 
ing," as is stated in the same place. Therefore, it is impos- 
sible for celestial bodies to be the direct cause of things that 
pertain to understanding. 

[3] Besides, if nothing is caused by a body unless the body 
is moved while the motion is going on, i t  is necessaIy for 

1. See above, ch. 78ff. 
2. SCG, 11, ch. qgff. 
3. Aristotle, Physics, VIII, 6 (259b 7) .  
4. Ibid., VII, 3 (247b 1) .  








































