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Video transcript: Writing in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd person by TheSeahorseProject

Thanks for tuning in! This video will give you some tips on identifying first, second, and third person perspective and choosing the right one for your assessment.
So what is a perspective? It's another way of saying a point of view. When writing in the first person, you relate the ideas in your writing to your own experiences. So, writing in the first person would use words such as “I”, “we”, “us”, “mine” and “ours”. For example: “When I read Smith's research, I understood how children learn”.
When writing in the second person, you speak directly to the reader, so use words such as “you” and “yours”. For example: “When reading Smith's research, you will come to understand how children learn” or “Smith's research develops your understanding of how children learn”. 
Finally, when writing in the third person, you refer to people other than you - the writer - and the reader using words such as they “him” and “her”. Alternatively, you can refer to a third person by name. For example: “Smith's research contributes to the understanding of how children learn” or “His research contributes to the understanding of how children learn”. 
So, how do you know which one to use? The most common perspective or point of view to use in academic writing is third person. However, there will be occasions when your tutor will ask you to specifically use first or second. The only way to know for sure is to check your assessment sheet or assessment criteria first to see if there are instructions there. If not, ask your tutor or teacher which perspective or point of view they prefer you to use. No matter which perspective you are using, make sure you are consistent throughout the whole paper. 
For more handy hints on studying at uni, check out the other videos in our TuneIn series.

Source: Writing in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd person (https://youtu.be/pGTsI0kZ460)
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