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AIM(S)
· To prepare learners for the work-based research phase of the DProf programme.
· To conceptualise and design a research proposal to generate advanced knowledge of practice.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· produce a research proposal for work-based research that is critical, evaluatory and enhances working practice; 
· critically consider and address the ethical issues associated with proposed research; gain approval for research from appropriate University committees and other bodies if appropriate
· present and defend the practitioner research proposal 

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Application of criteria for choosing an appropriate topic; production of a clear rationale
· Producing an indicative literature review, from both theoretical and professional sphere, with appropriate level of engagement and critical debate. 
· Development of appropriate methodology and methods for investigating the chosen topic
· Use of necessary resources such as professional literature, practice based research and reports, on-line journals, methods and software for data analysis.
· Evaluation of legal and ethical issues within the professional working environment and the proposed research. 
· Understanding of the requirements of Level 8 practitioner research, including reflective debate, critical and objective evaluation, generation of new knowledge.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	45
	15

	Independent learning
	255
	85

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	[300]
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio, to include:
· A 4000 word proposal for the intended doctoral research. 
· Completion of appropriate documentation to gain approval for research.
· 20 minute presentation followed by a defence of the proposal
	7500 words or equivalent 
	100%





Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0

	Coursework
	100

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%
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