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Wales reveals full details of new VCSEs for 14 to 16 year-

olds

The new VCSEs will be taught from 2027
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The man responsible for Welsh schools defends
why standards have dropped

Education Minister Jeremy Miles said he is confident Wales' education
reforms are working. But he will meet with school leaders in January to
discuss the poor results
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Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse and evaluate different approaches to curriculum
design in relation to teaching, learning and leadership.

2. Critically engage with curriculum development philosophies,
programmes and policies in other international jurisdictions.

3. Critically analyse strategies for change in relation to
curriculum realisation and implementation.

4. Evaluate different curriculum design approaches and to
critically appraise the various implementation processes that
accompany curriculum change within education institutions
and systems
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Task:

What resources could underpin and support your personal development of the curriculum within y
AoOLE?

These resources should address:

i. curriculum design theories

ii. International perspectives on curriculum design
iii. Strategies for effective changing of curriculum
iv. Evaluation and analysis of your own actual or potential application of these aspects in your own context.

Your task is therefore to create:

A portfolio of academic resources for use to support curriculum design in a chosen AoLE with rationale and
justification for their selection. (4000 words)

Your portfolio should be a document that could be shared with other teachers across Wales who are
developing the same AoLE. It should provide them with a clear insight and robust understanding of the
underpinning theories and concepts found in these resources and should identify their weaknesses and
limitations as well as their strengths and potential.

MA GENEDLAETHOL =
MEWN ADDYSG N (ﬁ
NATIONAL MA
EDUCATION ) [— _
CYMRU | WALES 1872 PRIFYSGOL g{.’ﬁ; Cardiff Prifysgol m . of S‘f? EEE;{; Prifysgol Cymru

ABERYSTWYTH  uiigor PP onvcin™ | comaan ™ P

T — . UNIVERSITY 0 umivensiyr

— g et Dt Sant Llywodraeth Cymru
m Prifysgol & Y Y
o= Abertawe Ynivorsity of Wales

Welsh Government



Possible method of approaching the portfolio

1. Identify the AoLE and specific focus within it that you will address.

2. It is suggested that you organise your portfolio into four sections
(approximately 1000 words each) which relate to the four core strands of

the module:
i. Approaches to Curriculum Design (Theories)
ii. International Perspectives on Curriculum Development
iii.Strategies for Change in Curriculum Realisation
iv.Curriculum Design Approaches and Processes (Application)

3. You should identify at least two specific resources relevant to each of the
first three points
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RESOURGES?

v' Academic articles

v’ Policy documents (Wales and international)
v’ Policy documents by subject/phase support organisation
v’ Evidence from colleagues
v’ Evidence from learner voice

This is not an exhaustive list — if you can justify the inclugfe = /sliRecTaRIalelI¥le (=R}



Each section of the portfolio could be broken down as follows:

—
i. Approaches to Curriculum Design (Theories)
ii. International Perspectives on Curriculum Development CORE STRANDS
iii. Strategies for Change in Curriculum Realisation — (Approx. 1,000
iv. Curriculum Design Approaches and Processes words each)
(Application)
—

1.

Rationale and justification — from the module content and your wider reading,
explore how the knowledge gained from the core strand is/could be relevant to
curriculum design in your chosen AoLE.

Evaluation — critically evaluate the resources in relation to your AoLE and in light of
the knowledge gained from the core strand.

Identify gaps — what are the challenges of designing materials for your identified
AoLE in relation to the core strand. Draw on evidence from the module and wider

reading to justify your choice.



Marking Criteria

Distinction Merit Pass Fail

(70%+) (60%-65%) | [50%-55%) | (0-45%)
Referencing (5%) 4-5 3 2-3 0-2
Analyse and evaluate approaches to curriculum | 18-25 15-17 13-14 0-12

design in relation to teaching, learning and
leadership. (25%)

Critically engage with curriculum development | 18-25 15-17 13-14 0-12
philosophies, programmes and policies in other
international jurisdictions. (25%)

Critically analyse strategies for change in 18-25 15-17 13-14 0-12
relation to curriculum realisation and
implementation. [{25%)

Evaluate different curriculum design approaches | 14-20 11-13 8-10 0-7
and critically appraise implementation
processes that accompany curriculum change
within education institutions and systems (20%)
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Assessment Rubric

Assessment L0 Distinction (excellent) Merit (good) Pass (satisfactory) Fail
Criteria J0% + 60 - 69% 50-59% 0-49%
Referencing 5% Harvard referencing is excellent Harvard referencing practice is Harvard referencing practice is Harvard referencing practice is
and used correctly and good, and used throughout the broadly sound, and used to paoar, with sources
consistently throughout the assignment to acknowledge acknowledge sources, but with a | acknowledged in an inconsistent
assignment to acknowledge sources clearly, but with some number of recurrent errors and and/or incoherent manner.
sources clearly. Sources are errars and,/or inconsistencies. inconsistencies. Sources are Bibliography / reference list is
listed completely, clearly and Sources are generally listed listed in the bibliography / highly inconsistent, with errors
correctly in the biblicgraphy / correctly and clearly in the reference list with a number of throughout, and may be
reference list. bibliography / reference list, but | recurrent errors. incomplete.
with some errors.
Analyse and 1 Excellent critical analysis and Good critical analysis and Satisfactory critical analysis and Inadequate critical analysis and
evaluate evaluation of approaches to evaluation of approaches to evaluation of approaches to evaluation of approaches to
approaches to curriculum design; a wide range curriculum design; a range of curriculum design; a limited curriculum design; a very limited
curriculum of approaches are synthesized to | approaches are synthesized to range of approaches are range of approaches are
design in justify the decisions made in the | justify the decisions made in the | synthesized to justify the described, and the justification
? professional setting. professional setting but there decisions made in the of the decisions made in the
rEIatl?n to Excellent critical evaluation of may be limitations to the range professional setting but there professional setting may be very
tEEICh_Ing_. the application of approaches in | and / or the justifications. may be omissions in the range limited or omitted.
learning and the context of teaching, learning | Good critical evaluation of the and / or the justifications. Insufficient critical evaluation of
leadership. and leadership. application of approaches in the | Satisfactory critical evaluation of | the application of approaches in
(25%) context of teaching, learning and | the application of approachesin | the context of teaching, learning
leadership. the context of teaching, learning | and leadership.
and leadership.
Critically 2 An excellent knowledge of A good knowledge of theories A satisfactory knowledge of Insufficient knowledge of
engage with theories and principles of and principles of curriculum theories and principles of theories and principles of
curriculum curriculum design based on a design based on a range of curriculum design based on a curriculum design based on a
development wide range of literature, literature, including international | limited range of literature, very limited range of literature,
philosophies, including international perspectives. including some international which may or may not include
perspectives. perspectives. international perspectives.
programmes
and policies in
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other
international
jurisdictions.

A tendency to describe rather
than to critically engage.

Descriptive without critical
engagement.

{25%)
Critically Strategies for change are Strategies for change are Strategies for change are Strategies for change are poorly
analyse critically analysed in depth and critically analysed and a good analysed with limited criticality analysed with very limited
strategies for an excellent understanding of understanding of curriculum and a fair understanding of criticality. Little understanding
change in curriculum realisation is shown. realisation is shown. Strategies curriculum realisation is shown. of curriculum realisation is

h Strategies chosen are informed chosen are informed by a range Strategies are chosen but are shown. Some strategies are
relation to

icul by a wide range of factors: e g. of factors; e.g. academic informed by a limited range of chosen but are limited in nature
CUFrIcuium L e

realisation and

implementation.

academic insights, policy
perspectives, theories,
recognised excellent practice,

insights, policy perspectives,
theories, recognised excellent
practice, classroom- bazed

factors; e g academic insights,
policy perspectives, theories,
recognized excellent practice,

and there is unclear rationale
and justification for their
zelection. There is very limited

(25%) classroom- based evidence, and evidence, and are generally classroom- based evidence, with | supportive evidence.

are robustly justified on the justified on the basis of some justification on the basis of

hasis of supportive evidence. supportive evidence. limited supportive evidence.
Evaluate Excellent critical evaluation of Good critical evaluation of the Satisfactory critical evaluation of | Little critical evaluation of the
different the implementation of the implementation of the curricular | the implementation of the implementation of the curricular
curriculum curricular design process which design process which applies curricular design process which design process with very limited
design applies the theories to practice. some of the theories to practice. | applies some of the theories to evidence of the application of
approaches and Excellent critical understanding Good critical understanding and | practice. the theories to practice.

- and reflection on the potential reflection on the potential Satisfactory critical Insufficient understanding and
E"tlca_lhr difficulties of implementation difficulties of implementation understanding and limited reflection on the potential
appraise and the identification of and the identification of reflection on the potential difficulties of implementation
implementation limitations within their own limitations within their own difficulties of implementation with inadequate identification of
processes that practice. practice. and some identification of limitations within their own
accompany limitations within their own practice.
curriculum practice.
change within
education

institutions and
systems (20%)
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