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Consumed by Technology 
In recent years technology has become a necessity for many people and many businesses, without it many businesses would suffer, and many people would be lost without it. Therefore technology has started to take over us, but it’s not as obvious as an 80’s sci-fi film. While there are many positives to the growth in technology such as the benefits in the medical industry, better communication increased productivity for businesses that use machines. The negatives that exist and that are predicted to exist are not good. 
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Although technology has improved communication, it has also done the opposite with the online world growing since the early 21st century. Along with this the age of online dating was born with websites like tinder or match.com to find “love”. This is not the most romantic way to meet someone, and you would not want this to be your answer when your kids ask how you met.  This is why for my first art piece for the gallery I have chosen Nastya Pitchek’s take on Summer Evening by Edward Hopper. Nastya Pitchek is an artist who brought the modern version of communication an old painting that represents this. Pitchek describes their art as a “full concept of correlation between computer technologies and classic art.” (Zhang, 2014) The original piece by Edward Hopper 1947 depicts a young couple standing outside of a house on a porch. An article on the EdwardHopper.org website implies that the couple are not looking at each other and are both gazing at the floor instead which shows a “look of connection in a situation in which they should be the focus of each other’s attention.” (Hopper-Website.org, n.d.) This also relates to Pitcheks Emoji Nation, and therefore modern-day relationships where two people would be together and will stare at a screen for the majority of the time. The idea of Emoji Nation seems to be that couples are now communicating through broken down language where feelings can be misrepresented easily. Therefore, this supports the idea that our lives are being consumed by technology as even for important things can be misunderstood through the means of communication via technology. 
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The power of technology can be represented through small means like mobile phones. Although it is no surprise that through the growth of technology in our mobile phones, we are spending more time on them, it is surprising however to discover that women aged 18-24 are spending 88.5 hours a month online on a smartphone as discovered by the website itstimetologoff.com (Carson, 2018) this is also followed by even the older generation still spending a massive 54 hours a month online, through the same source. This lack of attention of the real world brings me on to my second artwork which is Banksy’s ‘Mobile Lovers’. This graffiti work presents two ‘lovers’ hugging while still looking on their phones, this shows us the reality of modern-day relationships and how those 88 hours could be spent sitting next to a loved one and not engaging in any communication. Their faces in this piece are lit up by their phones which could be a metaphor that technology has become the only thing that can now make people happy. It could also represent the fact that many couples only communicate through text, although it only represents how materialistic the world has become.
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Technology has the power to distract you from other things other than each other. Propaganda was the past form of manipulating the public into supporting the government, after this the next best way was on news programmes which is basically propaganda. When news programmes first started they where used to show any major things that happened in the world, where as in recent years the new has gotten a lot more exciting. This is because the broadcasters wanted more money by getting more views through searching hard for any story and through glorifying and dramatizing certain events, which distorts reality and lowers credibility (Thought_Monkey, 2017). This brings me on to my next artwork by an illustrator called Ben Tallon which is Netflix ‘n’ Kill. He says It is “inspired by the growing danger of apathy and technological distraction” (Tallon, n.d.). It also represents how “politicians break promises, and trade lies.”  “In a totalitarian state, it doesn’t matter what people think, since the government can control people by force using a bludgeon. But when you can’t control people by force, you have to control what people think, and the standard way to do this is via propaganda.” (Chomsky, 2018) Tallon includes cut outs of Theresa May’s face to exhibit the manipulation that the government do using technology. They use technology to bring our attention to stories that have no or barely any impact on our lives to cover up bigger things that are actually happening, this happens all through world politics, a very obvious but nit well noticed example of this is the president of the USA Donald Trump. Everyone knows all the stories of Trump before he became president such as the allegations made by several women, and many news sources are still talking about what he did during his campaign and this is still the focus. Therefore, not many people know what he’s doing now that he is the president, some of these things include, “The Education Department is making it easier for for-profit colleges to defraud students. The Environmental Protection Agency has delayed an air pollution rule that the agency had determined would likely prevent the poisoning of children.” (Rampell, 2017) This is important news and should be the main focus and what we should have popping up on our notifications. 
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My next artwork is Access by Marie Sester 2003. This was a project where people where able to track random people of the public and they would be followed by a beam of light, I would therefore have the light following one person at random around the gallery. The reason for Access was to show represent the power of surveillance and celebrity (Sester, n.d.)  Many aspects of your life are monitored, these include your web searches being monitored as a way for ads to be specific to what you’ve been looking for, also on many phones that use a voice command to activate an AI assistant have been rumoured to be constantly listening to you. “As discovered by vice any third party applications you have on your phone—like Facebook for example—still have access to this “non-triggered” data.” (Nichols, 2018) This would mean that we are being spied on or at least listened too without consent.  Other aspects of our lives that are monitored are CCTV monitored. CCTV although it is meant for good and stopping illegal events, it can also be used for wrong such as many events that included people being filmed in toilets and changing rooms without being aware of it. There are not many laws in place against this. So as put by David Lyon “There is increased need for ethics and politics of information in an era of intensifying surveillance.” (Lyon) Access also represents the fact that there is no real freedom in this world anymore, and that it is almost impossible to have freedom and that it is uncontrollable. 
In conclusion, the power of technology is an ever-growing problem and is forever getting stronger with less freedom and more control. People are now spending a considerably large part of their lives on their phones instead of actually doing something with it, technology has the power to turn people lazy. People should be made more aware by how mobile phones can take over their lives, as a way to make sure it does not happen, maybe there should be an alternative to mobile phones that could be more beneficial to everybody. Our relationships with friends and loved ones being replaced with technology and our communication is slowly converting to being online. Although with the power of technology, it should be easier to find true facts, but we are instead using it to be distracted by the true problems of the world with overexaggerated and untrue stories that the media have made to gain more money and coverup the lies of the politicians. People need more freedom in their lives and o not be manipulated into making their lives worse. 
With the gallery plans I’ll have Summer Evening by Nastya Pitcheck and Mobile Lovers by Banksy on one side of the gallery wall as they both have similar meanings. I’ll then have Netflix and kill on the other side. In the curved part of the gallery that’s where the Beam of light for Access will be, and the light will follow random people around so they can experience it. In the gallery there will also be a no Phone policy and a no picture policy as I believe that people should enjoy the art in the moment instead of seeing everything through the lens of a camera.
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