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Introduction
The purpose of this report is to analyse and evaluate the influence of the virtual learning environments, referred to as VLE for short, on the experience of students studying at the London campus of UWTSD. The definition of the virtual learning environment is that it is a platform for learning and as well as that teaching which is designed to enhance the learning experience for students with the use of Internet and computers for this aim (Meer, 2013). The report consists of collection of primary as well as secondary data whereby a questionnaire was designed for the impact of the virtual learning environment and carried out with provided answers. The questionnaire is found in the appendix section of this report well the findings and answers of each of the participants is in the session for analysis of findings and discussion. The survey was conducted fully online and the answers are expressed in the form of diagrams and graphical content.
[bookmark: _Toc60874024]Rationale
The aim of the research itself is to identify the way which students interact or have interacted with the virtual learning environment platform in the past, and whether they find it personally effective or ineffective for their learning. The answers that are provided by students can be used for further developments on Moodle and any additional concerns in relation to the subject can also be obtained and used in order to make the learning experience a lot more enhanced in the future. This can create an opportunity for positive results such as a higher level of motivation to learn, either online or face-to-face.
[bookmark: _Toc60874025]Research Objectives
The objectives of the research that I am personally conducting are the following:
1. Improvement of student learning experience with the use of the virtual learning environment on Moodle
2. Identify existing drawbacks or benefits of the use of the virtual learning environment from the perception of students
3. Identifying means by which the virtual learning environments can be further improved
4. Establishing a better understanding of students in regard to the way in which the virtual learning environment can be used.
[bookmark: _Toc60874026]Literature Review of VLE
The purpose of including a literature review in this particular report is the examination of what the virtual learning environment is and how it can help out students in their academic journey. Supporting learning is the main research objective and the literature review begins by questioning what the topic of research was and how it was carried out in order to create a credible and relevant finding that can be used confidently by relevant authority (Hamilton, 2014).
The double of questions which were used for analysing the influence that the virtual learning environment has on learning experience were:
· Whether or not the virtual learning environment carries a positive impact on the learning of students at university
· Whether or not the platform helps students increase their ability or motivation to learn at university.
· Whether or not the virtual learning environment can encourage students to pursue independence/solitary learning style and become more independent as their academic journey progresses
The results are in the interest of both students and teachers, as teachers will be able to invest more attention into helping students to interact better with a virtual learning environment which is beneficial for the other side as well.
According to Weller (2008), the literature outlook on the VLE recommends the connections and the way students and faculty connect and communicate change in an advanced learning climate. As students take on a more remarkable responsibility and commitment to their learning in e-learning settings, the relationship between master and lecturer changes, where the instructor turns out to be less of an instructor and even more of a facilitator in learning (Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, 2017). The writing further recommends that teachers regularly find that they need to work more enthusiastically to associate with their students as a result of a lack of face-to-face contact, although some of the writing notes examples where instructors actually realized the need to open up face to face with those activities that have been created at that moment.
The review further hints at the importance of collaboration for effective e-learning at different levels (Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, 2017). One level hint at collaborative efforts as an educational and teaching practice, while another discusses how collaboration is a cycle of association and improvement between assets and members or clients of such assets. A next level, discussed here, hints at the importance of communication links - between and between networks, schools and foundations - in promoting the orderliness of administrations and e-learning elements.
There is a differentiation of e-learning, like a positive and imaginative way for local students and networks to engage with their social information structures and practices (Afini Normadhi et al., 2019). Models have been proposed on how emergency e-learning devices have the potential to help networks reconnect (through websites) and learn about their language and customs (through event reversals and the creation of online learning tools).
A final point in this literature review is that the fundamental concern recognized in e-learning writing was its expected effect on the conservation, use and abuse of local skills and practices. While e-learning was seen as a decisive contribution to home networks by promoting more adaptable learning conditions, by reconnecting networks, etc., the writing shows how e-learning can also encourage the alienation of local youth from conventional methods of learning. reaching and providing local skills and practices (Kristóf and Tóth, 2019). In addition, concerns were expressed about how e-learning, as an activity derived from Western reasoning, could adversely affect native philosophical ways of dealing with learning.
[bookmark: _Toc60874027]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc60874028]Method of Research
First and foremost, any research is identified as a process of data collection or any relevant information in fact in the pursuit of knowledge acquisition and improvement of current or past views on a given subject or topic. There are several types of research that can be conducted which are listed below (Aylmer, 2017):
· Qualitative data: this type is used to observe given information based on emotional response which cannot therefore be measured.
· Quantitative data: this type can be presented easily into a numerical diagram where tables and graphs can be used to easily visually interpret information.
· Combined data: this type of data can include both quantitative and as well as that qualitative information, whereby some of it can be measured and some cannot.
In order to enhance the quality of this particular research, I have decided to incorporate mixed data collection where the information can be easily converted into diagrams that can help development authority to evaluate the findings, and also have supporting qualitative evidence. Qualitative data has its benefits, but it is very difficult to communicate findings based on the response of the majority as each answer will be different, which is why it is important to include quantitative research as well. 
[bookmark: _Toc60874029]Sample, Sample Size & Population Information
The population in any type of research will be a crucial part which is identified as the target group providing answers to the main research questions or hypothesis (Aylmer, 2017). In addition to the interest of the researcher apart from population, the sample size and the sample itself are also integral for the proper completion of the research. The sample size is the number of chosen units, in this instance participants in the research, where data was collected from them. In contrast to the term sample, sample size is not the entire selection that is taken out of the total population group. The sample and sample size are both representative of a part of the group of the population.
[bookmark: _Toc60874030]Data & Data Collection Process
[bookmark: _Toc60874031]Primary Data
The primary research consists of the survey that was conducted for students in the form of a questionnaire with quantitative-based answers (Aylmer, 2017). The survey was completed with a total of 14 classmates from the sample of 300 students studying DSR module. The overall population was 2500 students that their studying currently at the UWTSD. 
[bookmark: _Toc60874032]Secondary Data
The secondary data collection took place through reading resources that they accredited such as journal articles, relevant books on the virtual learning environment (Aylmer, 2017). Website articles were avoided as much as possible if their credibility could not be.
[bookmark: _Toc60874033]Ethical Concerns in Data Collection
There are always ethical concerns in every type of data collection for every type of research that has been conducted (Degabriele Pace, 2014). The research based on primary data collection like the questionnaire was interpreted as impartially as possible. There was no form of manipulation or abuse of any type of results that was there arrived from the research.
I have personally had the permission of my participants to use the data that they put forward as the answers to my questionnaire as well as the relevant institution where the questionnaire and entire survey was conducted in. 
Finally, it is important that I also outline that I confirm that any data that was used is under the protection of the United Kingdom law for Data Protection Act (Aylmer, 2017). This type of information will certainly be kept confidential and will never be shared with a third-party participant or anywhere else apart from the dedicated research to this topic.
[bookmark: _Toc60874034]Analysis of Findings & Discussion
Question 1:

More students said that they do not enjoy studying online which also means that their motivation to learn with the help of the virtual learning environment can be hindered. 43% of the students still answered with a “yes” which is an indicator of that almost half of the current pupils are able to utilise their online resources effectively. 
Question 2:

A significantly larger part of the participants stated that they prefer to have a face-to-face or in class type of learning as opposed to online. This can be partially due to the fact that the virtual learning environment is underdeveloped, or it does not help them as affectively to learn material fully online. This should definitely be taken into consideration when looking at potential improvements that the VLE can undergo in order to serve its students better.

Question 3:

None of the students answered with an “excellent” when asked whether or not online learning affects them positively or in a negative way. This is a good indicator that the virtual learning environment should definitely undergo further improvements in order for more participants to be certain that even if they are left to study online for prolonged periods of time, they would be confident in acquiring all the necessary knowledge to pass their exams. The largest part of the students answered that they have been well affected by the online learning which means that the maintenance of the platform is done in a positive direction.

Question 4:

None of the students stated that they use computers to access the virtual learning environment and most of them do so through a laptop. Some of the students prefer phones and on an equal measure they also prefer to use tablets.

Question 5:

Most of the students fall into the category of having some relative difficulty in using the virtual learning environment or accessing it. This is an indicator which can be used by relevant authority to make the access and use of materials that are published on the platform easier for its pupils. This can be beneficial in terms of motivation to use the platform more often and is a general motivation to become better students.
Question 6:

The majority of students stated that there is a relative use of the virtual learning environment platform. Some of them answered with certainty that the VLE has High level of usefulness but it is not always utilised in the right way because of the difficult access to the platform daddy experience on a regular basis.

	7.    What is your opinion about our online studying platform                                                     (for example Moodle, Calendar and Email)?

	Most of my classmates think that the online studying platform is useful and easy to access.

	8.    Do you feel supported enough by the university teachers?

	Most of my classmates feel supported enough by the teachers at the university.



This is the qualitative part of the research that has been conducted whereby the answers stated the majority of students are happy with the support that teachers provide for them and that the online study platform is relatively easy to access but can undergo further improvements in order to become excellent.



[bookmark: _Toc60874035]Conclusion
This concludes the report made on digital research skills, weird identified the challenges that students experience from the virtual learning environment such as more difficulty in accessing and finding materials that their necessarily need to complete their work. Nonetheless, students are currently relatively good with online learning but would definitely prefer to have face-to-face interactions with their teachers and their colleagues which also affects the use of the virtual learning environment and how it is perceived.
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Questionnaire:
    Class exercise: Questionnaire Design
Student Name: __Rositsa___ Stoyanova_______________________ Student ID: __________1920410__________
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods (H&Sc) Term 2    Group:  2   _____________

Aim: This exercise is aimed to help you in your questionnaire design. Please note, you need to use this questionnaire to conduct a survey which is also one of the important parts of your research report. 

Please write down your questions that you are going to use in your primary data collection.  Try to have different types of questions such as close-ended question, open ended question, multiple choice question, Likert-scale question.

Question 1:
Do you like studying online? 
a)	Yes
b)	No

Question 2:
What kind of learning you prefer?
a)	On –line
b)	In class

Question 3:

How online learning affects you?
a)	Not very good
b)	Good
c)	Very good 
d)	Excellent

	Question 4:
What device do you use most often for virtual learning?
a)	Phone
b)	Laptop 
c)	Tablet
d)	Computer 
	Question 5:
Rate on the scale from 1 to 10 how difficult virtual learning is for you? (10 is very difficult)
	Question 6:
Rate on the scale from 1 to 10 how useful virtual learning is for you? (10 is very useful)
	Question 7:	
   What is your opinion about our online studying platform (for example Moodle, Calendar, and Email)?

Question 8:
	Do  you feel supported enough by the university teachers?

Further questions, please list your questions below.



Questionnaire Results:
	VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

	 

	Student name: Rositsa Stoyanova                  ID Number: 1920410

	 

	RESULTS ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT THE IMPAKT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIONMENT ON THE STUDENTS OF UWTSD LONDON

	SAMPLE SIZE: 14  STUDENTS

	 

	1.    Do you like studying online?

	Yes
	6

	No
	8

	2.    What kind of learning you prefer?

	On-line 
	5

	In class
	9

	3.    How online learning affects you?

	Not very good
	5

	Good
	8

	Very good
	1

	Excellent 
	 

	4.    What device do you use most often for virtual learning?

	Phone
	1

	Laptop
	12

	Tablet
	1

	Computer
	 

	5.    Rate on the scale from 1 to 10 how difficult virtual learning is for you?(10 is very difficult)

	1
	1

	2
	0

	3
	1

	4
	1

	5
	3

	6
	3

	7
	1

	8
	4

	9
	0

	10
	0

	6.    Rate on the scale from 1 to 10 how useful virtual learning is for you? (10 is very useful)

	1
	0

	2
	1

	3
	0

	4
	1

	5
	3

	6
	1

	7
	3

	8
	4

	9
	1

	10
	 

	7.    What is your opinion about our online studying platform                                                     (for example Moodle, Calendar and Email)?

	Most of my classmates think that the online studying platform is useful and easy to access.

	8.    Do you feel supported enough by the university teachers?

	Most of my classmates feel supported enough by the teachers at the university.


 



How does online learning affect you?	
Not very good	Good	Very good	Excellent	5	8	1	0	


What device do you use most often for virtual learning?	
Phone	Laptop	Tablet	Computer	1	12	1	0	


Do you like studying online?	
Yes	No	6	8	

What kind of learning do you prefer?
What kind of learning do you prefer?	
On-line	In class	5	9	
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