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Previous essay’s targets:
1) Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
2) Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
3) Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
How I attempted to work on my targets in this assignment:
I used a compilation of books, websites and articles to gain relevant information. 
I briefly focused on how the suggestions I made might not be beneficial which aids my critical skills. 
Create a community profile for your PTE1. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school make use of its location and community to support pupil learning. 
Introduction
The first school I will be engaging in for PTE will be a school within the Merthyr Tydfil County Borough local authority; this will be the only Geographical information within the essay provided, as within accordance with BERA guidelines, all research and information provided must be conducted ethically with the safety of children in mind.  (www.bera.ac.uk, n.d.)  
School X is an urban school located within Merthyr Tydfil County borough. An urban area constitutes itself as an area which is “densely populated with a high concentration of human activity, buildings, and infrastructure” (www.tn.gov, n.d.)  
Merthyr Tydfil is famously known for its historical significance within the ironworks industry, meaning that local schools can utilise the history in their lessons, additionally, Merthyr Tydfil is known for its beautiful forests and natural resources. (Attractions, 2024.) Famously, Merthyr Tydfil homes a local park; the forests within the local park would be extremely beneficial to outdoor learning. Research from T. Gill demonstrated that outdoor learning promotes confidence, social skills, communication, stimulation, physical skills, learning, and understanding. Further, research from O’Brien and Murray found an increase in children’s self-esteem, self-confidence, capability to work cooperatively, and in conclusion: gaining a positive attitude towards learning. (Tebbs, 2022.) 
Additionally, Merthyr Tydfil has a local library. Merthyr Tydfil Public Library service is part of ‘WellbeingMerthyr’. They hold a very straightforward strategy: “Libraries will inspire the people of Merthyr Tydfil to enjoy reading, enhance their knowledge and skills...” (Wellbeingmerthyr.co.uk, 2019) the use of the local library would also be beneficial for children’s learning.  According to a survey conducted by the Pew Research Centre, around 94% of parents say that libraries are important for their children and their literacy and language development skills. (NW, Suite 800Washington and Inquiries, n.d.) Libraries provide a range of resources; including creative books, fictional books, and non-fiction books. Additionally, they provide access to the internet. This would be extremely beneficial for older children as we currently live in a society in which digital technology and skills are valued. Children now require knowledge of the digital world along with the core subjects to successfully develop their education. The use of a library would be a great opportunity for schools, especially with low funding to allow children to access the internet. 
School Profile 
School X offers education to 446 pupils, based on information collected in 2024. (Gov. Wales, 2022) there are 57 members of staff including non-teaching staff such as a play therapist, music therapist and learning support assistant. The pupil-to-teacher ratio currently stands at 25.7.  
The school is split into 2 sections in separate locations, around 10 minutes away from each other. Fulltime nursery students are educated in one building along with reception students, and years 1 and 2, whereas years 3-6 are educated in a different building. The separation of locations was introduced in 2014. This allows both phases to thrive in their own areas. One school is nearer to the town centre and the other is near the forest area in Merthyr Tydfil. The school is a relatively small school in comparison with other schools in Merthyr Tydfil which on average have around 500-600 pupils. (mylocalschool.gov.wales, n.d.) School X has sixteen classes and two nursery classes which are combined into one large class and taught by a team of five members of staff, one of which is an LSA.  
There is no ‘Flying Start’ program at School X, but there is an evident aim for teachers to build close relationships with parents and carers before their child(ren) starts nursery. By researching School X’s website, I gained access to a ‘pre-nursery checklist’. The school offers ‘link up’ sessions in which children can visit the nursery class before starting accompanied by a parent or carer and familiarise themselves with the classroom environment. The school is part of the Nurturing Schools Programme, some of its aims include; the idea that children's learning is understood developmentally, transitions are significant in the lives of children, and that all behaviour serves as communication. Parents are encouraged to share their child’s learning journey and are requested to complete one-page profiles of their child. Currently, there are 56 nursery students. (Merthyr.sch.UK, 2024)  
The school is facilitated effectively and holds weekly yoga sessions after school for school-age children, the school engages heavily within the community through attending events with other primary schools within their network such as ‘STEM days’ and ‘Criw Cymraeg’ meetings in a local theatre. This local theatre is also used to hold large-scale performances such as Eisteddfods which is a national competition in Wales, in which School X participates as a ‘Welsh learning school’.  
School X’s mission statement is “The community of <Redacted> thrives in a stimulating, caring environment with high expectations and standards where everyone is encouraged to develop their special abilities”. (Redacted, 2024) The school's slogan is ‘Together towards tomorrow’, this reinforces the tight community held by the school. There is no active PTA currently, but the school listens very closely to parent feedback and uses this to develop school missions in addition to the use of school councils and pupil voice. The school's values for themselves and the students include consideration, determination, cooperation, fairness and honesty. (Redacted, 2024) 
 
Equity and diversity at School X are extremely important subjects within school life, the schools are on both two floors, and the school has the following facilities, which enable them to cater for students, teachers, parents, carers and potential visitors with physical disabilities. Lifts are available for access to those with disabilities, there are on-site disabled toilets, shower and changing facilities, a physiotherapy room and a one-to-one room for those who require music therapy, play therapy or ELSA support.   
 
Following a recent inspection, Estyn says that; “<Redacted> is a happy, caring school where leaders and staff work exceptionally well together”. Estyn had no evident negative comments but gave a target of widening students' mathematical skills and their knowledge of Welsh. (Estyn, 2024) 
 
The percentage of pupils identified as having additional learning needs is 10.6%, the percentage of children eligible for free school meals is 16.6%, and the percentage of children who speak English as an additional language is 4.5%.  
Suggestion one- utilising the local forest to aid development and enable exploring. 
A handful of schools engage in forest schools. Forest schools initialised in Scandinavia, they promote “friluftsliv” which translates to open-air culture or free-air life. It is highly recommended that children engage in outdoor learning as this aids their physical development exponentially. (Forest School Association, 2021.) I believe the school I am engaging with is missing a great learning opportunity and experience for their pupils by not engaging with forest schools. The forest in <Redacted> homes woodlands, walking trails, a museum which previously acted as a secondary school and lakes. Additionally, there is a tarmac play area recommended for children aged 3-11. (Attractions, 2024.) According to Ofsted, “Forest School complies with all the regulations for independent schools” This suggests that there are no safeguarding issues with previous school's utilisation of woodland areas.  
The use of forests to engage children in learning may include a deeper understanding of nature. Children are full of curiosity and allowing them to engage in outdoor learning will give them an experience that uses four of the five key senses (touch, sight, sound, smell). (Robb, Mew and Richardson, 2015) One of the most important concepts German psychologist Friedrich Froebel had about education relates to outdoor play. In Froebel's outdoor play theory, he concluded that children are curious, creative and active individuals who thrive when they're in an engaging and stimulating environment. It was identified by Froebel that children engage in learning better while being closer to each other and immersed in nature. (Twinkl, 2021.)  
While being outdoors, children are stimulated while not being overwhelmed by colours and the typical classroom environment, which may be quite daunting to those with special educational needs. A special school in <Redacted> specialises in helping young people with autism and learning difficulties. They often communicate with their pupils via communication sessions offering a variety of outdoor activities allowing them to leave the typical classroom environment to regain their focus on the activities within the classroom. This idea may be reinforced by the idea of chunking lessons and allowing pupils to gain learning experiences diversely, whether it be through a variety of forms of teaching or teaching environments. Chunking essentially means breaking up a lesson into sections. “Chunking information; breaking it down into manageable units and scaffolding it with activities makes learning more accessible.” (Ewing, 2024) For example; a great idea to use with the foundation phase children while utilising the local forest would be introducing them to different types of leaves in class potentially via a PowerPoint, and then allowing them to go into a local woodland area and explore while being tasked to find the leaves that were previously discussed in class. As a result of this, we can link this task to art; tracing the leaves, science; knowledge of the life cycle of a tree and even creative writing or storytelling which could task the children to set a story in a similar area to where they explored. These ideas aren’t only limited to forest areas, they could also be beneficial for beach towns.  
In research conducted by ‘Children & Nature Network’, lower theta brain waves were displayed while being surrounded by green foliage plants demonstrating that actual plants (vs. facsimiles) can improve concentration in children, therefore, it is vital to allow them time to be outdoors. (Children & Nature Network, 2023) In addition to the psychological benefits discussed, there are also some physical benefits to enabling children to learn in wooded areas. (Walmsley and Westall, 2018) Children will engage in understanding boundaries and spatial awareness; they are encouraged to navigate themselves through mud, rocks, trees and so on; and as a result, they obtain a deeper understanding of distances, coordination and balance. (Kemp, 2024)  
Overall, the use of forests may be beneficial to the children of School X, but some negatives may arise such as safety concerns. The safety of children is a vital part of our education system and with the use of forests, there may be unseen hazards such as uneven terrain or wildlife. Furthermore, weather conditions may be a factor to consider when planning a lesson which would utilise the forest.  
Suggestion two- how the local library can be utilised to suit the needs of primary school children. 
The use of libraries within schools is not an uncommon thing, but around 14% of primary schools in the UK do not offer dedicated areas for reading and books. This equates to around 2,900 schools and more than 750,000 pupils. (Lewis and Roberts, 2024). There are significant efforts to increase children’s access to books and reading resources. Research suggests that children who read for pleasure and enjoyment typically earn better grades at school, and furthermore, appear to be more compassionate and understanding individuals. (National Literacy Trust, n.d.) The impact of reading is incredible, it enables children to be creative and imaginative, especially in a period in which the use of electronics is much more prevalent. By utilising the local library, the children of School X will gain literacy skills, and reading skills and overall have the capability to shape a child’s intellectual development. (www.booktrust.org.uk, n.d.)  
One way in which the library can be used is for dedicated story time sessions, this would be extremely beneficial for younger year groups who learn things such as nursery rhymes and fairytales by using active recall with actions. The local library may be used to provide a quiet study space for children, this allows children to understand boundaries and how they must act in certain areas. This will aid their social skills. (www.local.gov.uk (n.d.) 
One way in which the wider community may engage with School X’s use of the local library is by creating a book club. This is a great way to promote a love of reading while also offering psychological benefits. Reading and discussing books will stimulate the brain and can aid in cognitive development, additionally, engaging with characters and storylines may aid the emotional development of young people as they can gain empathy for them. This is a great tactic to allow children to understand their own feelings, and by creating a book club they are given the opportunity to discuss their experiences.  
Children may decide to engage with reading challenges created by larger libraries but presented by local ones. One common challenge is the ‘Summer reading challenge’, which is a challenge in which children are encouraged to read during the summer holidays and log their minutes read or the number of books read. They are rewarded along the way and presented with a certificate and medal during an assembly in the September term. The use of a certificate and reward enables learners to be positively reinforced. It will promote confidence and a desire to actively engage in reading more. (Promethean World, 2023) 
Overall, we may suppose that the use of a library would be extremely beneficial, but factors such as time restrictions and strict noise levels may impact teaching and learning opportunities.  
(2183 words.)
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