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‘’the best that has been thought and written in the world’’- is in danger, or is indeed already ‘’lost,’’ because of widespread popular education, popular communications systems, and what is often called ‘’mass society.’’ On high and popular culture: Raymond Williams 1974 

Development of technology has spread all aspects of culture to a much wider audience. Are the terms high and low culture now redundant? 
High and low art is hard to define, in this essay I will be looking at the art of Leonardo De Vinci and the Musical Les Miserables and how they can be defined as High or Low culture depending how they are viewed.  These pieces will be looked at because they could be considered to be the either High or Low Culture, depending on their context.
There has been a long running debate on the terms ‘high culture’ and ‘low culture’ art and whether or not these terms are now outdated, due to developments in Digital Culture and the Internet to the Mass Media. Art critics often look at high art because it’s considered to be more highly cultured. “Artists therefore pursue artistic styles that are favoured by most prestigious critics, or in other words, they pursue high art. Low art, in contrast, receives little or no critical acclaim. By definition. The works of Beethoven, Shakespeare, and da Vinci all qualify as high art under this definition.’’ (Help and Sciences, 2017) 
 The terms of high and low culture can be hard to define in contemporary culture. Looking at what is considered to be high art, it mostly seems to be major historical figures whose work is considered ‘high art’. (Harris, 2006) So perhaps, less work is being produced now that is high art because art is more accessible with new technology. The development in technology has come a long way, so that you can view virtually any art piece through the internet and it can be recreated. With the ability to recreate art so easily, does this make high art redundant? 
High cultural products in the arts are still held in the great esteem by Critics and Universities. Often high art is not as accessible as low art. Things such as symphonies, operas, the theatre, fine art, architecture, high fashion tend to be reserved for the higher classes. (Jones, 2013) Though many middle-class educated people are now more included within high culture; in the modern world, perhaps there is less definition between the classes, which is an important factor in determining what high culture is and what low culture is. (Help and Sciences, 2017)
Low culture is a term that is used for popular culture that does appeal to the masses.  Some examples of this are things such as pulp fiction and reality TV, which you can watch on any platform such as laptops, mobiles, and tablets in modern times. ‘’Camp’’ which is a popular aesthetic from the 1960’s until now, to present ostentatious and exaggerated artistic performances that are more humorous such as toilet humour, pornography and exploitation films. (Help and Sciences, 2017) ‘’Low culture is associated with common people, those less educated and poor. The masses.’’ (Blending Culture, 2017) 
People who are associated with low culture based on lack of wealth, now have access to what would be perceived as high art with modern technology. Whereas before, people would have paid to see masterpieces, but now it’s easily accessible - it’s less special. This doesn’t demean the experience of viewing a piece within a gallery setting. However, when an artist creates their work, most would upload it online to a website or things such as Instagram, and the work easily then can be reposted by someone else who isn’t the artist. It’s an easy way to spread their art to get more recognition for their work, though it can easily be corrupted- such as stolen (another taking credit for an artist’s work), or replicated.
Speaking about modern technologies and reproductions of art Varnedog and Gopnik write: ‘That new technologies of mechanical reproduction do not simply deform our perception of original works of art, or dissipate the ‘’aura’’ that surrounds such unique object; these same technologies also generate palettes of easily manipulable imagery and unexpected variations of style.’ (Varnedog and Gopnik, 1991) From this perspective that reproduction of high art isn’t a bad thing, it rather changes it and expands new opportunities.  
The ‘Mona Lisa’ is an example of High cultured art because of Da Vinci’s Skill level, and the painting is based in a gallery setting. From a young age, Leonardo Da Vinci received little education beyond the basics of reading, writing and maths, but his artistic skills were already very evident. Around the young age of 14 Leonardo begin an apprenticeship with the artist Andrea Del Verrocchio in Florence. He learned many technical skills including metalworking, leather arts, carpentry, drawing, painting and sculpting.  ‘Da Vinci studied the laws of science and nature, which greatly informed his work. His ideas and body of work have influenced countless artists and made da Vinci a leading light of the Italian Renaissance.’ (Biography.com, 2017) With Da Vinci he is what you would call a perfectionist, for example - he never fulfilled his painting of Mona Lisa as he kept reworking it to get it just right.  Other famous works of his include highly detailed anatomical studies along with when he did a study of a face structured to create the ‘perfect face.’
	With regards to his beginnings, Leonardo Da Vinci goes from one extreme to the other as he wasn’t born into high culture; as he grew, he became very knowledgeable - his art was extremely accurate. This is how his work is viewed as High Cultured and is why he is celebrated. The original ‘Mona Lisa’ can only be viewed in the Louvre in Paris which makes it part of high culture due to the setting and can’t be seen any other way. Reproductions of the ‘Mona Lisa’ which have seeped into popular culture in contrast could be seen as low culture. Leonardo’s Mona Lisa is one of the most famous paintings in the world. (Vinceti, 2016) The Mona Lisa is a masterpiece portrait painting that continues to inspire and amaze visitors to the Louvre from all around the world. From this it shows how the Mona Lisa painting is a High Culture artifact, from the amount of people who would come from numerous places from all over the world to visit this particular painting, to see it in its real form and not just a photo of it. But as times have changed the famous Mona Lisa painting has also been mass produced so you could also argue that is now Low cultured art. As an example you can now find prints of the paintings on all types of merchandise such as tops, t-shirts and even socks.
	From this evidence it is proven that there is no definite line for Da Vinci from high culture to low culture; he may be timeless, but with the modern world changing as it is now beginning to state that his work becoming slowly more and more low cultured. Despite this the original piece epitomises high culture, but the reproductions could perhaps be looked at as a part of low culture.
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Lisa Simpson (Figure 1) parodied as the Mona Lisa would also indicate that it could be seen as low cultured too, as Lisa Simpson is a prominent figure in Pop culture, she is very well known from the TV show The Simpsons. This just proves it can also be low cultured art as you can see the Mona Lisa anywhere, on your phone, examples of her on the television, and even on socks. (Figure 2)
	Opera is generally associated with High culture, because it is expensive as many people in society can’t afford to go to operas. Therefore, musicals could be brought into the discussion of high and low culture. They were traditionally performed in theatres, now in the digital age they can be watched for the comfort of the home. One of the musicals that we will look at is Les Miserables, originally a French novel by Victor Hugo. Which was developed into a Musical production by Herbert Kretzmer.   “…adaptation and collaboration with Herbert Kretzmer caught the essence of Hugo’s work precisely and made it even more accessible to a modern audience.” (Mackintosh, 2014)
When Herbert Kretzmer adapted the musical, that changed the line between high and low cultured art, as not only highly cultured people would see this but the masses as well which changes how it is perceived. Thousands of productions of Les Miserables have been performed and seen all over the world. In 15 years almost more than 200,000 students in over 4,250 productions worldwide have performed Les Miserables. When Susan Boyle sang ‘I dreamed a dream’ on the televisions series Britain’s got talent, almost overnight it became the world’s most popular song with millions of YouTube hits. This then becomes evident that once again starts to challenge the boundaries of high and low art. Although the original theatre production of Les miserable could be viewed as highly cultured, with it being reproduced into copies of DVD’s it could be then defined as lower culture when mass produced.  Instead of going to see the show in the theatre now audiences can watch it at home. The Les Miserable’s was then produced into a Television series. Having it turned into a TV series its way more accessible for people, this possibly changes further the experience of watching the show from a high culture perspective to a low culture environment. ‘’With increasing frequency popular art is not critically acclaimed and critically acclaimed art is not popular.’’ (Cowen and Tabarrok, 2000)  
From this research it could be said that in this day and age that High and low art is still relevant as there is a defined line where the differences cross over. The setting in which the art is viewed and if the art piece is the original can impact if it is High or Low cultured. Something that is potentially high art, if adapted and re-produced turns the art to low art. In a sense, high art is fighting to exist, as an artist could, for example, have a private gallery showing to a high cultural presence, no photos or technology allowed within the building but there’s always that chance that one person would attempt to take a photo and that fine simple line would be crossed which would demean the Art. The other argument could be that the reproductions of High Art in fact do not demean the original but perhaps promote it. There are elements of High Culture that find their way into Pop Culture or Low Culture. In his article Andrew Jones discusses Popular Culture in Education. ‘Despite these generous dollops of high culture, I would not dismiss the effectiveness of pop culture or, rather, low culture in the development of 'educated people'.’ (Jones, 2013)
In conclusion, High and Low Art, are not as black and white as they appear to be, and in Contemporary Society they both cross over a lot, but this doesn’t take away from the original pieces that have been looked at.
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