Comparing and contrasting articles 1 and 5

Introduction
For this assignment, I will be discussing my two chosen articles. Article 1 “The economic impact local sports events: significant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events” and article 5 “Sport, tourism and mega-event impacts on host cities: A case study of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in Port Elizabeth”. I will compare and contrast them efficiently, considering both the articles findings during their case studies. Both articles explore the economic implications of sporting events to the local area.  

Article 1 – “The economic impacts of local sport events: significant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events”
This article, written by Robert Wilson, which was published in 2006 by Routledge publishing, it discusses the economic impacts of four local sports events. Investigating four different types of swimming events, they include, the city of Sheffield Designated Open meet in March/April 2001, Weston Counties Swimming Championships in Millfield in May 2002, Middleborough in June 2002 and lastly Satellite Open Meet. This article includes type A, which are one off major international events, being the Olympic Games or a Football World Cup, type B, which are major domestic events, being Wimbledon and the Rugby Internationals, type C, which are one off major international spectator events, being the World and European Championships, and lastly type D, which are competitor events, being the National Championships in most sports. A questionnaire was conducted by a research team lasting around 4 to 5 minutes. This primary research was taken place in the UK and focuses on a sense of community. In the groups that responded, the questionnaire was analysed by whether the residents were local or not, whether they were spectators or competitors and whether they were day visitors or overnight visitors. The findings from the questionnaire quoted “the additional expenditure associated with the four events totalled £84,626; this however was spread disproportionately between the four events. The figures indicate that the COSDOM (£58,875) has a much higher economic impact than the other three events. This finding was followed by the WCSC (15,124), the MOM (6,585) and the SOM (3,644). Although these figures can be used to make an overall assessment of each event; a number of key issues were determined when the results were analysed in more detail”. The conclusion of the essay states that “a greater emphasis needs to be placed on the provision of secondary expenditure opportunities so that host communities can benefit from the potentially significant amounts of additional expenditure”. 

Article 5 – “Sport, tourism and mega-event impacts on host cities: A case study of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in Port Elizabeth”
This article, published in 2004, carries out a case study on the implications of mega-events and tourism in host cities, with Port Elizabeth in South Africa, who hosted the FIFA World Cup in 2010, as the source of the study. These implications include social, cultural, economic and political implications in mega-events and sports tourism. The article considers the fact that if a host city successfully hosts a sports tourism event, there will be many benefits. These include, tourism growth, more participation in sports activities, and lastly a sense of community in the city, as the people of the city come together to support their country. A questionnaire was carried out with two thousand, two hundred and twenty-five people completing it. Qualitative and quantitative approaches were used for the study. Johnson, Onwuegbuzie & Turner stated that “the use of the mixed-method approach is said to increase the validity of the study examining the same phenomenon in different ways”. The article concluded that the questionnaire was positive, as visitors responded well to the city and many would like to visit again. 

Compare
To begin my comparison, each article gives a detailed report on the mega sporting event being spoken about. To compare, both articles discuss the marketing and hospitality aspect of their sporting event, “this will potentially generate significant levels of additional expenditure in local hotels and guesthouses” written by article 1, along with “the main components included in the tour packages included accommodation, air travel, World Cup tickets and coach tours”, written by article 5. This addresses the fact both articles are considered about the marketing of their event as they both discuss accommodation and form of travel. In additional to this, hospitality is one of the key things to address when running a business. The fact both articles have discussed the matter highlights this. When an event is run in a city or even local town, tourism levels rise, which means businesses around the event will benefit, let alone a mega event is a host city such as Port Elizabeth in South Africa, where business around can take full advantage of this opportunity of the tourism increase. Businesses such as restaurants, cafes, local corner shops, pubs and even clothing shops will do significantly better when there is an event being hosted in their city or town, especially with such huge sporting events. Businesses like this will benefit as the more tourism and people the host city has, the more tourism and people the businesses around have too, therefore benefiting their company. With such an event, businesses are fully aware that people need accommodation and resources such as food and beverage, therefore will increase their prices to make profit as they know people are more than willing to pay that extra cost.

Contrast
In contrast to the articles I have chosen, article 1 focuses primarily on four swimming meets which fall into typology D of events, the city of Sheffield Designated Open meet in March/April 2001, Weston Counties Swimming Championships in Millfield in May 2002, Middleborough in June 2002 and lastly Satellite Open Meet. In contrast to this article, article 5 falls into typology A, as this article discusses the FIFA World Cup in 2010 and this type includes irregular one off international events creating significant economic activity. These are two different types of sporting events and differ in size of event too. 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion of my article, article 1 “The economic impacts of local sport events: significant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events” and article 5 “Sport, tourism and mega-event impacts on host cities: A case study of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in Port Elizabeth” both discuss and explore the impacts of mega sporting events in their location. Article 1, discusses the economic impacts of four local swimming events, whereas article 5 discusses the implications of mega-events and tourism host cities, with Port Elizabeth in South Africa hosting the FIFA World Cup in 2010 being it’s primary example. Both articles explore the economic implications of sporting events to the local area and each article uses a questionnaire as their primary research conducted by the researchers of the article. For my comparison for my assignment, my point signifies that each article gives a detailed report on the mega sporting event being spoken about and that both articles discuss the marketing and hospitality aspect of their sporting event. As article 1 quotes “this will potentially generate significant levels of additional expenditure in local hotels and guesthouses’”, and article 5 quoting “the main components included in the tour packages included accommodation, air travel, World Cup tickets and coach tours”. I have referenced these quotes from the articles to highlight my point. For my contrast, I mentioned that article 1 focuses primarily on four swimming meets which fall into typology D of the city of Sheffield Designated Open meet in March/April 2001, Weston Counties Swimming Championships in Millfield in May 2002, Middleborough in June 2002 and lastly Satellite Open Meet. And in contrast to this I mentioned that article 5 falls into typology A, as this article discusses the FIFA World Cup in 2010 and this type includes irregular one off international events creating significant economic activity. These are two different types of sporting events and differ in size of event too. Therefore, in conclusion to my assignment, both articles discuss and explore the economic implications of sporting events.  
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