Commentary on Carta Caritatis Gobbet
	The Gobbet that is going to be analysed is the eleventh chapter of the Carta Caritatis, or Charter of Charity, which discusses what should happen if an abbot of a new monastery died.[footnoteRef:1] The Carta Caritatis was a document that regulated the relations between the various Cistercian monasteries, as is stated in the Charter’s prologue.[footnoteRef:2] This analysis is going to look at the debate around when and who wrote it, and their purpose for doing so. [1:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Chapter 11, On the Death and Election of Abbots, Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, [online], available at: https://ocso.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Carta-Caritatis.pdf, (accessed 27/02/2024)]  [2:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Prolouge, Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, [online], available at: https://ocso.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Carta-Caritatis.pdf, (accessed 27/02/2024); Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, Cistercian Culture and Ecclesiastical Reform, 1098-1180, (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 1996), p.1] 

	The Gobbet describes what should happen at a new monastery if the abbot there dies. Firstly, it says that a messenger should be sent out to gather as many abbots from other monasteries as can arrive within two weeks, to select a new abbot. In the meantime, the abbot of La Ferte Monastery should take over as interim leader until the new abbot can be elected. It then goes on to say that any new monastery that loses its abbot, for whatever reason, should meet at the monastery that was responsible for its creation and in council with that abbot elect a new one for their monastery.[footnoteRef:3] The chapter concludes by saying that the abbot can only be chosen from members of the Cistercian Order.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Chapter 11, On the Death and Election of Abbots]  [4:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Chapter 11, On the Death and Election of Abbots)] 

	While most scholars agree that the original Cartas Caritatis was written in 1119 and confirmed by Pope Calixtus II,[footnoteRef:5] there is scholarly debate around the actual dates. Berman, argues that the Carta Caritatis, and certainly its Papal recognition only happened in 1165.[footnoteRef:6] Berman uses the fact that there is no evidence of Papal correspondence with the Cistercians until the 1140’s as evidence.[footnoteRef:7] In addition, she argues that it was the result of the  General Chapter meeting in 1165 when the order was large enough to need the relations between monasteries to be regulated.[footnoteRef:8] While plausible, there is another argument that the copy we have was written in 1134, but that it was likely based on an older one, probably from 1119.[footnoteRef:9] The argument over the date has led to debate over who the author was. The ones that believe the 1119 date suggest that it was written by the third Cistercian chief abbot, Stephen Harding.[footnoteRef:10] Although, the prologue of the Carta Caritatis says that ‘in order to avoid any cause of conflict between bishop and monks’ ‘Dom Harding and his brethren ordained’ the charter.[footnoteRef:11] This implies that while Harding ordered the Carta Caritatis to be written, he did not necessarily write it. Meanwhile, due to the death of Harding, the 1134 date meant that someone else, possibly Reynald de Bar of Citeaux Abbey, was the author.[footnoteRef:12] Berman suggests that the Carta Caritatis was the result of a Grand Chapter meeting in 1165, but does not credit an author.[footnoteRef:13] However irrespective of the date and author, the very fact they stated it was written on Harding’s orders in the prologue, suggests that it was his idea of what the Order should be that was being recorded.[footnoteRef:14] However, if this is correct, then the Carta Caritatis is probably from Harding’s era, even if the extant copy is from a later period. [5:  Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, p.1; Lawrence, C.H., Medieval Monasticism, Forms of Religious Life in Western Europe in the Middle Ages, Second Edition, (London: Longman Group UK Limited, 1989), p.186; Jamroziak, Emilia, The Cistercian Order in Medieval Europe 1090-1500, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2013), p.20]  [6:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, the Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe, (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000), p.46-47; Newman, Martha G., Foundation and the Twelfth Century. In The Cambridge Companion to the Cistercian Order, Edited by Mette Birkedal Bruun, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), p.27]  [7:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, p.46-47]  [8:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, p.47-48]  [9:  Newman, Martha G., Foundation and the Twelfth Century, p.27-28; Jamroziak, Emilia, The Cistercian Order in Medieval Europe, p.20]  [10:  Lawrence, C.H., Medieval Monasticism, p.186; Lekai, Louis J., The Cistercians, Ideal and Reality, (Kent, Ohio: The Kent State University Press, 1977), p.21; Burton, Janet, The Monastic and Religious Orders in Britain, 1000-1300, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), p.65-66]  [11:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Prolouge]  [12:  Newman, Martha G., Foundation and the Twelfth Century, p.28; Jamroziak, Emilia, The Cistercian Order in Medieval Europe, p.20]  [13:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, p.46-47]  [14:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Prolouge; Harding, Stephan, The Admonition of Stephan Harding. In The Cistercian World: Monastic Writings of the Twelfth Century, Translated and Edited by Pauline Matarasso, (London: Penguin Classics, 1993), p.10] 

	This debate around the issues of dating and authorship could affect the purpose of the piece. If it was written during Harding’s time, then it was likely a case of pre-planning in anticipation of the Orders expansion. This is because if the Carta Caritatis was written in 1119, then there were only a few Cistercian monastic houses; namely Citeaux, La Ferte, Pontigny, Clairvaux and Morimond (plus a few daughter houses).[footnoteRef:15] However, between 1112 and 1119, the Cistercians had grown from one to seven houses, so it is likely that they realised with this growth, they needed a regulatory framework to make it work.[footnoteRef:16] Berman argues that it could just have been confirming practices that had already begun to happen, particularly after the adoption of other houses, thus leaving the dating open.[footnoteRef:17]  [15:  Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, p.1; Lawrence, C.H., Medieval Monasticism, p.175-176]  [16:  Lawrence, C.H., Medieval Monasticism, p.175-176; Newman, Martha G., Foundation and the Twelfth Century, p.27]  [17:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, p.47-48] 

	However, there is another purpose, that being to fill out the gaps in the Rule of Saint Benedict.[footnoteRef:18] As Newman argues, the Rule of Saint Benedict governed the relations between abbots and monks, however, it did not regulate relations between different monasteries.[footnoteRef:19] The Rule of Saint Benedict has chapters on the character, behaviour and purpose of abbots, in addition to how to remove a bad abbot,[footnoteRef:20] but it does not describe what should happen if an abbot of new monastery were to die, as the Carta Caritatis does.[footnoteRef:21] In addition, the Carta Caritatis regulates the relations between the abbots of different monasteries throughout.[footnoteRef:22] [18:  Berman, Constance Hoffman, The Cistercian Evolution, p.47; Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, p.47-48]  [19:  Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, p.47-48]  [20:  Saint Benedict, The Rule of Saint Benedict, Translated by David Perry, (London: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd, 1984), p.11-15, 49-50, 86-87, 101-103]  [21:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), Chapter 11, On the Death and Election of Abbots]  [22:  Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity)] 

	In conclusion, the Carta Caritatis’ main purpose was to regulate relations between the various Cistercian monasteries, because the Rule of Saint Benedict was not sufficiently detailed in this area. However, due to the arguments between scholars over the authorship and date of the Carta Caritatis, it is difficult to surmise whether this was pre-planning for the Orders expansion or a way of confirming what was already happening in this regard. However, even if the Carta Caritatis was not written in 1119 by Harding as many scholars suggest, the fact that the prologue says it was written on his orders, suggests that it is based off an earlier work that he was involved with. This is still feasible even if the extant copies do indeed come from a later period.
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