Methodology chapter 3

3.1 Introduction

Further research is needed to understand the public’s awareness of exploitation of children into county lines. Aims and objectives of the research project will serve as the foundation for the approach. The research will include a variety of data gathering techniques along with the benefits and drawbacks, enabling the researcher to choose the best approach for the given task. New legislation such as Online safety Act (2023) which provides a higher standard of protection for children than adults will further protect children from exploitation and trafficking.


3.2 Aims and objectives 

1. To establish if County lines is taught to children.
2. Establish is there a lack of education from Police and other third-party services? 
3. Is there enough awareness for parents and vulnerable people into county lines to prevent exploitation. 
4. To conduct primary research to identify the public's perception of county lines exploitation using online questionnaires.

County lines exploitation is evolving and new, trendy methods of exploitation are being used. St Giles Trust (2023) are reporting that the new trend is to offer children vapes as a way of luring them rather than the traditional methods of clothes and trainers. There appears to be research in the cities such as Birmingham (Stone, 2018), Glasgow and Liverpool (Robinson, McLean and Densley, 2018). Wales has less research into the urban area’s so this is potentially a gap in the research area. Research has been conducted as to why exploitation happens (Maxwell and Wallace, 2021).  



3.3 Data collection

There are two forms of data collection: primary and secondary. Given the nature of the topic, the focus will be primary data collection which is first hand research collected specifically for the project. Questions will be utilised as accurate psychological, practical, and social data cannot be obtained by observation (Rabianski 2003). Furthermore, Hyman et al. (1954) documented ways that interviewers could influence the answers they obtained. Strategies would need to be used to ask questions in an unbiased way. A questionnaire is a collection of preset questions distributed to many respondents, which is ideal for getting information from people who are dispersed and difficult to meet in person. It should include a quick overview of the study issue while adhering to ethical and moral guidelines (Mazhar et al., 2021). The researcher has determined that using a questionnaire would be the most effective way to gather data for this study after weighing the pros and drawbacks of many data collecting techniques. This is attributed, in part, to its time and cost effectiveness, which enables successful attainment of the target sample size. In addition, the primary method of data collection provides participant anonymity.

The survey will be disseminated to parents of children aged 11 to 17 as this is the target participant for the research. The survey will consist of open and closed questions. According to Schuman and Presser (1979), open questions uncover spontaneous replies whilst avoiding bias. O’Cathain and Thomas (2004) suggest when strategically incorporated into structured surveys, open questions can maximise data quality, minimise ethical issues, and encourage a moral approach to data analysis. Dohrenwend (1965) argues there is no evidence that closed questions are more likely to generate incorrect objective or subjective responses compared to open ones. However, research (Connor Desai and Reimers, 2019) suggests participants do not enjoy open questions particularly disadvantaged which could affect the data by selective drop out. Compared to open-ended questions, closed questions allow for comparisons between individuals or groups of respondents, take less time to complete, and are simple to write and execute meaning you are more likely to get a response (Meadows, 2003).

The survey will be conducted on Google forms, according to Raju and Harinarayana, (2016), “the free availability of the tool and automatic recording of user response in its spreadsheet have made data collection and analysis simple.”  The survey will be shared with parents through messaging groups and social media, participants will be asked to share the survey to capture a greater audience. There will be questions to include gender and age to compare maternal and paternal parents and whether older and younger parents differ. This will also show any patterns. There will be 10 to 15 questions about county lines and understanding of the issue, which will show how aware parents are and if they comprehend the intricacy of the exploitation of children. In addition, sampling will be required for the validity of the questionnaire. According to Singh and Masuku, (2013) even a well-conducted study may not find significant effects or relationships or may estimate those impacts or connections too loosely if the sample size is too small. In a similar vein, an excessively high sample size would make the study more complicated and may provide inaccurate results. There are two types of sampling, random sampling and non-random. For this research, random sampling will be conducted, enabling the researcher to draw statistical conclusions about the entire group in addition to reducing the possibility of bias in selection.

3.4 Data analysis

The research can be divided into qualitative or quantitative.  Qualitative data is descriptive, non-numerical information that cannot be measured and often includes opinions. The process of collecting and evaluating non-numerical data to comprehend people's attitudes, beliefs, motivations, and social realities is known as qualitative research. Ahmad (2019), describes qualitative research focuses on the "why" rather than the "what" whereas quantitative research gathers a range of numeric data. To obtain context and understanding into intricate events, experiences, and underlying causes for behaviour, it frequently entails in-depth interviews, focus groups, or observations. In contrast, the goal of quantitative research is to quantify the process of gathering and analysing data. According to Goertzen (2017) methods of quantitative research gather numerical data for statistical analysis. Their goal is to provide precise metrics for scenario comprehension. These techniques provide precise, measurable answers to questions. Focusing on trends across research groups, they identify patterns and behaviours but do not explain why people behave in particular ways. A questionnaire is a crucial tool for collecting quantitative primary data, ensuring consistency and coherence for analysis (Roopa and Rani, 2012).


3.5 Limitations and potential problems

The research could face potential problems such as participant participation. Boynton (2004) suggests “questionnaires tend to fail because participants don't understand them, can't complete them, get bored or offended by them, or dislike how they look.” Therefore, it is important the questions are simple and easy to understand. Time constraints could bring potential issues, the survey will be open for 28 days and the desired number of participants may not be reached. The ideal participant would be the child direct however this brings ethical issues and so the parents are more suited. 

In summary, the research will be conducted using quantitative data which will be collected via a survey disseminated to whatsapp groups and online forums. The demographics of those who can access this have not been ascertained due to the way it will be disseminated however demographic questions will be included to ascertain this information. This method is the most suitable way for the researcher to collect the data for analysis.
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