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	Having never written an essay before, I have enjoyed researching a subject and writing about it.
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Discuss the components that make a good essay.


There are many ways to approach writing an essay and many different components that may be included. This assignment will discuss the components that make a good essay and that without them the writer could fall short in achieving the desired outcome. These components are a well thought out plan, an organised structure, relevant evidence, an answer to the question being asked and finally, the use of good grammar. We should consider these components to be equal to one another and that by placing them together, as if they were building blocks, will help to create a solid foundation. This will enable the writer to develop their essay in a clear and concise way. (Creme and Lea, 2013). This essay will show that by including these components, they will help to keep the essay as straightforward as possible and will ensure that the writer shows a greater understanding of the subject in question. In the next paragraph we will discuss why having a plan for your essay is a good starting point.

When we plan in our daily lives we so by thinking ahead, to anticipate what resources we may need and to evaluate a situation. Essay writing is no different. We should plan essays to record our ideas and to give ourselves a structured space to think (Becker, 2009). Every person will have their own preferred style of planning, these could be structured methods such as spider charts and mind mapping as well as a more casual approach, such as brainstorming. Of course, different assignments may demand different ways of planning and the writer may use more than one type of approach for their task ahead. But whichever way you decide to plan, getting ideas down on paper in the early stage of your essay should be seen as an essential building block. “The point of having a really good plan is that you know exactly what you want to say before you begin to write” (Becker, 2009, p. 50).

Once a firm plan is in place, you will start to see a structure developing in your work. The structure is a key component as it will allow the writer to communicate their ideas and answer the question Sydney University (no date). It could be said that the structure of an essay should be clearly split into introduction, main body and conclusion. Birmingham University (2018) call this “the rule of three”, they advise that the student should “say what you are going to say, say it, and say what you have said”. This is a good starting point for the essay writer, especially if they lack experience or are completely new to this area of study. In general, an essay should set out how the question will be answered in its introduction, the main body will then consist of paragraphs exploring the question further, this should include facts, references, ideas and arguments for and against. The writer should then use the conclusion to remind the reader clearly and succinctly what has been covered in the essay, summarising the evidence for this point of view (Connelly and Forsyth, 2012). A great deal of emphasis should be placed on creating a clear structure to your work, it can be argued that it is just as important as the content.

“A good organised structure can help guide the reader through your points, even giving your arguments more weight. The structure and organisation of your work is just as important as the content, what matters is not just what you know, but the way you organise it” (Cottrell, 2013, p. 288).

This is further supported by Greetham (2018, p. 121) who states that “a carefully planned structure which is clear, logical and relevant to the question, lends support to an argument that on its own, might not be completely convincing”. Furthermore, a carefully structured assignment will allow the reader to focus on the essays question more easily. In the next paragraph we will explore how important it is to the outcome of the essay, to answer the question.

The entire essay should be focused on answering the question. All essay titles contain a central question which needs to be answered. The priority should be to apply what you know to a particular problem (Cottrell, 2013). We should remind ourselves to always keep the essay question at the forefront of our thoughts. This can be achieved by referring back to your essay plan or by leaving notes on your work. The question is as relevant at the end of the essay as it is at the beginning and so keeping it written down and close to hand will serve as a good reminder. A good place to start is by analysing the question asked, picking out key words and deciding what they are actually asking you to do. Words such as compare, explain and evaluate are often seen in essay questions, but all have different meanings and therefore a different approach is needed for each. In order to answer the question thoroughly the subject should be well researched and studied, taking time to source as much information as possible. When choosing the relevant material, the writer should use the question to guide them in selecting what to read (Cottrell, 2013).

We have learnt in the last paragraph of the importance of answering the question. To assist with this, an essay should always include evidence. This could be in the form of facts or references, but both will show that the student has a clear understanding of the question being asked, that they have researched the subject well with the relevant source material and while doing so have avoided plagiarism. “One of the rules of academic writing is that you always attribute ideas that ‘belong’ to somebody else” (Creme and Lea, 2003, p. 63). Facts can provide evidence for your statements and citing references in your text can show that what is written has been carefully placed together to keep the reader engaged and interested. Caution should be used when providing evidence, as irrelevant material can weaken an essay and break up your ideas (Greetham, 2018). The use of evidence that is relevant will always add strength to an essay, as will the use of good grammar, in the next paragraph we will discuss this topic.

The importance of using correct grammar when writing an essay plays an essential part in the essays completion. Littering your essay with errors will mean your work is given less credit and will have far less impact on the reader (Pritchard, 2008). We should assume that the very smallest of details will matter to the reader. Paragraphs and sentences should flow effortlessly with a theme and rheme approach, Dr Owen Clayton (2015) suggests a sentence should have two aspects, the ‘theme’ which is the topic of the sentence and the ‘rheme’ which is a comment about the topic. This will allow sentences to link from one to another. A similar example of this is signposting, this is a popular technique when ending one paragraph and starting another. Good grammar, as well as the use of signposted paragraphs show that the student is well organised, clear and concise, which could make all the difference when wanting to achieve successful grades. The reader is more likely to take what is written seriously if the essay writer chooses to pay close attention to detail.

In contrast to the arguments in this essay, there remains many differing opinions on how components should be used. The planning of an essay is a very individual exercise and for some this can be an overwhelming experience, such as for those with special educational needs, where a different approach may be needed. Alongside this, tutors may differ in their view of what constitutes a good essay, with some often favouring content over structure and vice versa, Cambridge University (2018) advise their students that “there is no single correct way of writing, the principle aim is communication”. Some students may study modules that overlap subjects and thus different writing styles may need to be adopted. It could also be argued that by including too many references and facts, your own ideas can be over shadowed, so achieving the right balance between these elements is essential.


In this essay we have discussed what components make a good essay. We have detailed a list of components and set out the reasons for their importance and why they should be included. Firstly, we have learnt that careful planning allows the writer to develop ideas forming the basis of the essay. This lends itself to building a solid structure, consisting of an introduction, a main body and a conclusion, holding the essay together and helping guide the reader through your argument. Within the structure, we have shown the importance of the use of evidence, such as accurate facts and references. We have established that this gives credibility to your work, avoids plagiarising others, and helps to answer the question. We have said that answering the question should be at the forefront of the writer’s mind and that this should be the theme from the beginning to the end of the assignment. We have also discussed the use of good grammar and that the essay should not be littered with errors. The assignment should be a well organised piece of work and that by paying close attention to detail the student should succeed in writing a good essay. Finally, we have learnt that there may be situations where different approaches to writing an essay are needed, this is for each individual to work out what is best suited to them and their studies. The outcome of a good essay may differ from one assignment to another, but the components should remain the same.
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