The Girl with The Dragon Tattoo
Opening Scene
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvzhlcNesfA&t=9s


· After the opening credits, the film starts with Mikael walking out what appears to be a courtroom. 
· Camera pans down from a low angle and tracks with him as reporters ask vague questions
· Mikael exits the courthouse

From this scene alone it establishes that Mikael is a person of importance as the first shot we see of him is from a low angle. We assume that he’s coming out of a courtroom and it’s clear to see that whatever he did has gathered a decent amount of unwanted media attention from the tracking shot showing him trying to walk away without even stopping. The colour scheme so far is very bland with a lot of black and white. 

· Mikael crosses the threshold by walking out of the courthouse doors and into an even larger group of reporters who all want a comment from him
· Mikael walks away and blends into the people on the pavement holding umbrellas
· Crane shot with a high angle of Mikael that pans up as he walks away
· Various news reports are edited over this long shot of him walking off into the city
· The only things of bright colours that you can see in any shots are the microphones being held by reports and the bright coloured news vans parked outside the courtroom

From this shot we can see that whatever Mikael has done is a big deal, and not only is he being harassed by reporters but there are a lot of news companies that are running the story and we get the first bit of information on what he has done through the news reports that have been added over. In my opinion the high angle looking down on Mikael as he walks away into the city and blends in with the other people on the pavement shows how he isn’t in a position of strength, and is in fact trying to escape the reporters that seem to be very interested with him. I think the low angle shot that we first see Mikael with is to establish that he is a person of importance and interest to the story but the high angle shot of him walking away to finish the scene is contrasting to the first shot to show that it is very much unwanted interest. Furthermore, the other contrasting features in this scene are the colours.  The colour scheme is very much bland with a lot of whites and blacks, there are contrasting features though that include some of the clothes the reporters are wearing and the microphones they’re holding. Also, the news vans that you see stand out compared to everything else in shot. In my opinion the use of colour scheme here is to draw attention to the fact that Mikael has attracted a lot of unwanted attention and especially to the fact that it is unwanted, because the vans are seen in the shot of Mikael blending in with the other people on the pavement.

· Mikael enters a coffee shot that is quite and is decorated modern way with bland colours again sticking with the theme
· The only thing making a lot of noise and with quite obvious contrasting colours is the TV 
· The TV is playing a news broadcast that if you listen closely is talking about Mikael
· This TV can be seen in every shot except for when Mikael finally turns around to acknowledge it
· Mikael turns to view an interview on the TV with a CEO of a company with a show/reverse shot
· The interview is about Mikael and the thing that he has done
· We get given more information that Mikael has written a story and that he is a journalist, but the story has been discredited by the company and we assume that legal action has been taken against him
· Mikael then gets up, buys a pack of cigarettes and a lighter and goes outside
· He lights a cigarette and throws the rest of the pack in the bin

Every shot of Mikael in the coffee shop shows him with the TV in the frame somewhere other than when it does a shot and reverse shot of him looking at the TV. The TV is also clearly audible in every shot and is the only thing with substantial colour making is a contrasting element in the shot. The shot before this shows how he was keen to escape the reporters and the media attention and he blended into the surrounding of the city well, but it doesn’t last long as the TV in the coffee shop brings us and him back to the reality that he can’t get away from whatever he has done, and the TV continues on with contrasting colours. This set of opening shots gives us as the audience some answers but only gives us more question whenever we get an answer and its very effective at gripping our attention. Furthermore, when Mikael finally focuses his attention on the TV instead of ignoring it, it’s only because there’s person being interviewed on TV. The shot and reverse shot being used in this small section where Mikael is focused on the TV gives us the impression that these two characters know each other and may have been involved before the start of this film takes place. This shot is followed by Mikael buying a pack of cigarettes and a lighter, then going outside, lighting a cigarette. I really like this set of shots because they establish so much with such a simple set of shots. We can see that this situation and specifically the person that he has just seen on TV is stressing him out and that he isn’t a regular smoker as he has to buy a lighter with his pack of cigarettes. This shows that his success could be really damaged by the situation that is stressful enough to drive him to smoke.

I believe that this introduction is a really good way of showing us one of the characters we follow during the story, as the introduction provides the perfect character for the story that is about to unfold. All the elements of this introduction show us that Mikael is at a very low point in his life and it is the perfect starting point to throw him into the story.
