	
	
	



Gobbet on the Coin of Nero and Agrippina.
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This coin is from the era of Nero's during which Agrippina was alive before the alleged plot from Nero to have her killed. The coin can be seen depicting the heads of both Nero and his mother facing each other. On the back of the, there is printed an oak wreath. The gold coin can be dated to around 54 AD. The coin here can be seen depicting the equal uncommon share over the empire and how Agrippina had more control over the empire than past high-ranking women in the Julio-Claudian dynasty have had. On the back of the coin where the wreath is depicted, these are usually shown as a symbol of the tribunal power that they wield. 


When looking at the front of the coin, words are reading off the title of Agrippina in Latin. This would be a vast implication of how the relation between Nero and Agrippina worked around 54 AD. One such substance is that Agrippina was in a shared control over the roman empire. Cassius Dio can back this up by his mentioning that Agrippina was in control over all the "business of the empire" (Cassius Dio 61.3.). The front of the coin can be reasonable indications of the power dynamic worked between the two. For instance, the coin to have both the head of Nero and Agrippina side by side facing each other lets us see that they share their power or that Nero values his mother's advice and council above the rest of his adviser. With this sort of knowledge that this coin has given, it makes observational comments from Suetonius that Nero had given all manner of his role over for this mother to deal with during the early times of his reign (Suetonius Nero 9.). When inspecting the coin on a closer look, the front of this coin portrays Nero with a more unclothed look with no headwear or anything worn on the neck, while Agrippina is depicted with a more draped overlook that goes over her head and neck. With Nero having the nuder representation on the coin, for a statue, the nude portrayal is linked with being a Hero such as Heracles. The draped look of Agrippina makes her look lesser than her son in the eyes of the people; this then continues to enforce that Nero is a hero emperor who will do better than the emperors of the past. 


Looking at the backside of the coin reveals the use of an oak wreath in the more inner circle of the coin. In contrast, the outside of the wreath reads off the title of Nero, such as his divinity from his adoptive father Claudius, the previous direct emperor. It clarifies that it is Nero who is the holder of the tribunician powers. With the obverse of the coin has faces of both mother and son, it could be not noticeably clear if this would be the new beginning of changing times with Agrippina being more in charge than Nero should have been, but with the wording that on the back to present Nero as the one who is in the higher holding of power this in some eyes could be taken in diverse ways. One such way is that with Nero's full name being presented on the back, it must explicitly say he has been given the powers of the emperor. This could be seen as undermining by Agrippina to remind her son, who helped put him on the emperor's throne and that she was like a shadow emperor controlling Nero. Another way of looking at this is that Nero has purposely done this not to take away and show the love he had for this Agrippina. This is considering she did contribute to getting Nero into power before someone else could use the death of Claudius to take the throne out of the Julio-Claudian family line. 


Something else that can be noticed from the back of the coin is that the way that the center of the coin is the words of Ex S C which is to mean that the senate themselves appointed Nero as the holder of the tribunician powers so with the use of those words it can be known by the public that power was freely given and was not forced to be given as Julius Caesar initially did and because this then could have a positive effect for Nero with the senate and the public to show that he appreciates the senate for what they do and would not plan to usurper them. The political benefit these coins would have had for Nero would have been not massive but would still be noted for during his golden years; he was an excellent emperor for working with the senators and other officials. 


The nature of the coin can also be investigated for being culturally strange since the use of Agrippina on the front of the coin showing her statues that any previous mothers or emperors have not acquired. This coin can be seen as strange for the period of 54 AD since women were not openly meant to hold power over much in the Roman empire, and certainly much less there being the power behind the throne. So, the potential culture shock this could have had to the people of the empire could have had a significant ripple effect and affect why the golden years of Nero only lasted for about five years since it was in the year 59 AD that Agrippina had died. Because of this coin, there is a chance that people did see Agrippina as being in charge, and Nero would want to change the way that people saw this since he was meant to be the emperor by himself without the direct help of his mother like other emperors. So again, this could link back to how his mother was undermining Nero since he was the one said to have given the business side of the empire over to Agrippina (Cassius Dio 61.3.). Hence, there is a high possibility that it was Agrippina that had this coin commissioned. 


To conclude, the coin of Nero and Agrippina can be analyzed to show quite a few things. One being such that Nero and Agrippina shared the power that came with being emperor during 54 AD, which can be interpreted as quite a phenomenon for a woman to hold the power of emperor without being the emperor themself. Another way to investigate how the coin can be viewed can be the back of the coin holding the symbol of power, which is an oak wreath, and that it when has Nero's name around it to show that Nero is the one who holds the senate's powers however how it is on the back can be seen as slightly undermined for Nero since his is a display of his position as emperor and may not have been his idea to do since his mother could have had this coin commissioned to be made. 
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