What was people understanding of the Antonine Plague and it effect on the culture of Rome at the time?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I will be focusing on the Antonine plague and the effects this had on  Roman culture under Marcus Aurelius. I shall be making references to both primary and secondary sources as a part of my work, such as Galen of Pergamon who was a Greek physician that lived through the plague. I shall also be comparing Galen (Matterns.S 2011) to Thucydides (Finley.J 1963) and his writing on the plague of Athens, and then look at modern scholars like Walter Scheidel (Scheidel.W 2012) and Tony Jones (Jones.T 2018) to then be able to analyse critically both secondary and primary sources. This project will explore the plague from two points of view. The first being the medical understanding of what the disease was, along and what effects it had on the person with the illness and how it is similar to other plagues, for example the plague in Athens 430 BC – 426 BC (Finley.J 1963)  . For the second section of my essay I will be analysing the impact the plague had on areas like trade for the empire and how this played a part in the spread of the disease to other parts of the Roman empire, for example Spain and China (Rhodes.P 1978). I shall also be looking at how Christianity become more popular because of the plague, and at healing cults and how Romans turned away from their gods. Finally I shall briefly look at the effects this plague on the downfall of the empire.

Introduction:
· To state my aims for this essay, which is to look at the medical understanding and cultural impact on Rome, using ancient sources such as Galen of Pergamon and his treatment and views on the plague, and modern arguments such as those of Susan Mattern, Robert J. Littman (Matterns.S 2011) because these two scholars have a more in-depth view on Galen’s methods. 

Section one: Medical Understanding of the Antonine Plague.
· Look at where the plague came from and comparing it to the plague of Athens and how it was similar, and comparing Galen’s texts to Thucydides (Rhodes.P 1978).
· Looking at Galen’s work on the plague and then comparing it to modern scholarship to then see which illness the plague is thought to have been, and how the ancient evidence does not help confirm what the illness was (Littman.J Littman.L 1973). 
· I shall be also examining what was suggested as being the treatment for this plague by Galen,  (Littman.J Littman.L 1973) the lack of real evidence for said treatment of the plague and how Galen seemed more focused on the effects of the illness than on the treatment itself (McNeil.W 1998). 

Section Two: Cultural effects the Plague had on the Roman Empire 

· Looking at the trade area of the Roman Empire and how the plague affected them and looking at their understanding of the plague, also looking at how the plague had an impact on trade (Bruun.C 2007).
· I shall be looking at how the plague made Christianity become more popular and the effects that had on religion in Rome at the time. For this I will be considering scholars like Kyle Harper and then comparing this to David Potter and other experts (Potter,D 2007). 
· I shall be exploring healing cults and how at the time magic was seen as a treatment, and what these cults actually were and how they were meant to help, taking note of the ideology of the cults (Gordon.L 2010). 
Conclusion: 
· Bring all the points together to answer the questions regarding what the plague was, how it affected the empire, and what hand it played in ending the empire.
· What I could look at further with this essay is the downfall of the Roman empire and the reason of why Rome fell. Could also investigate the cults and religion in more detail, looking at the gods and what the Romans believed in before Christianity.

Bibliography
Ambasciano, L., 2016. The Fate of a Healing Goddess: Ocular Pathologies, the Antonine Plague, and the Ancient Roman Cult of Bona Dea. Open Library of Humanities, 2(1), pp. e13.
Bagnall, R., 2002. Journal of Roman Archaeology. Journal of Roman Archaeology, 15, pp. 114-120.
Bruun, C., 2007. The Antonine plague and the 'third-century crisis'. Crises and the Roman Empire. pp. 201-217.
Clark, S., 2013. Roman Religion, Medicine, and Disease, Western Michigan University.
Finley, J, H. (JOHN HUSTON), 1963. Thucydides. Ann Arbor paperback. edn. Ann Arbor: Ann Arbor : University of Michigan Press.
Gilliam, J.F., 1961. The plague under Marcus Aurelius. Indianopolis: Indianopolis : Bobbs-Merrill.
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