
[bookmark: _Int_pqM35eGL]‘’ The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system’’. Discuss the extent to which the above statement is correct
The United Kingdom has three separate justice systems on for England and Wales, Scotland and Northen Ireland. Within the justice system of England and Wales there are many different factors that affect the justice system like the government and how they create different laws and legislation for the justice system to uphold (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, 2023). One of the main factors that this essay will look at will be whether or not the Police play an active role within the justice system for Wales and England, and analyzing the extent of that statement and whether it can be viewed as true or false after considering all of the points evaluated.
The first argument for whether the police play a significant role within the English and Welsh justice system is the fact that police have various common law and statutory powers which they can use to help gather evidence, detain suspects and to interview people. They are also able to make charging decisions but only when it comes to lower-level cases like speeding tickets. (Parliament: House of Commons, 2022). One example of one of these laws is stated within the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 under part 1 section 1, which says that the police do have the power to search any person or vehicle, and that they can also detain a person or vehicle for the purpose of the search (Zander, 1995).  This shows how the Police can be seen as useful within the Welsh and English justice system as they have the ability to investigate whether they believe a crime is being committed, and can detain that person using common law to investigate further, which could lead to the conviction of a crime, showing that the police play a significant role within the Welsh and English justice system. However, it has been suggested that some members of the police use common law to their advantage and they themselves can become criminally liable if they use this common law incorrectly (College of Policing, 2023). One example of this would be if a police officer was to wrongly use section 117 of the Police and criminal evidence act 1984, which allows a police officer to use reasonable force if the situation requires it, however, officers can sometimes misread the situation and exert force which is not needed making them liable for assault and battery (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2023). This indicates that the police may not play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system, due to the fact that police may be causing some of the injustice and creating more of a problem then actually supporting the justice system within England and Wales. This has also been suggested by College of Policing (2023) which showed that 380 Police officers were not only fired from the police force from April 2022 to March 2023, but are also barred from ever working within law enforcement again, all for many different reasons, 51 being due to misconduct which includes abusing their powers, which shows that some Police officers may not actually be a significant part of the justice system as they are only adding more crime to England and Wales, although, this is a small minority of officers. 
 Another argument that can be made about how the Police force play a significant role within the Welsh and English Justice system is the fact that they both work together to represent and uphold the Human Rights act 1998. The definition of the Humans Rights Act 1998 is that it lays down the fundamentals and rights that everyone that lives within the Uk are entitled to (Equality and Human Rights Commision, 2018). The Act also says that the Courts within the UK must apply this law, for example article 3 of the Human Rights Act which is the freedom from any torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, which is then for the Police to uphold when they have to detain or arrest those suspected of criminal activities (Senedd Cymru, 2024). Another example of how the Humans Rights act 1998 plays a role within the justice system would be Article 5 which is the right to liberty, which specifies that the police can only detain someone within special circumstances including powers of stop and search (Liberty, 2023). This shows that the Police do in fact play a crucial role within the justice system of England and Wales, due to the fact that that the police must follow the human rights act and make sure that it is enforced throughout Wales and England. As suspected criminals and others are being put through the criminal justice system such as the courts, as it is stated within article 13 of the Human Rights Act 1998 that if someone's rights are at all violated in any way, then they have the right to the opportunity to seek effective remedy, which usually means taking the matter to some form of court to seek judgment or justice.

One negative aspect within the police's role in the Justice system, especially in Wales, is that they are acting in a devolved environment. Devolution within UK law is when there is a transfer of control of a certain governmental power; an example of this would be the National Assembly of Wales (UK Parliament, 2023). This means that Parliament can pass different powers that they hold onto other countries within the UK to enable them to control their own laws. However,  policing, along with youth justice and prohibition are yet to be devolved within the UK (Antoniw and Hutt, 2023), which could show that policing may not be a truly significant part of the justice system due to the fact that Wales themselves do not have full reign of their own police and instead it is Parliament’s job to oversee the state of policing. However, to contradict this point, this is not the same for England which can oversee their police and how they play a role within the justice system, and that Wales may soon be able to have the same treatment as shown by Mansfield (2023), therefore this breaks down the statement into the fact that Polce may play more of a role within the justice system for England then it does for Wales, due to the fact that England has the power to make changes towards how they Police, whilst Wales do not have this power and instead it is up to Parliament to decide this for them, which means that the cohesion between Wales and the justice system is almost nonexistent in terms of Policing.
In conclusion, taking into consideration all of the points that have been analysed, the statement “the police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system” can be seen as true due to the following reasons. The first one is the fact that the police have the ability to use various types of common and statutory powers, which helps support the process of the justice system within England and Wales, and which shows that they are significant, however, these powers can also be detrimental towards the justice system and some police officers will abuse these powers for many different reasons, which could impede the justice system in doing its job which is to keep peace and order within the UK. The second point is the fact that both the justice system and the police work in tandem to uphold the Humans Rights Act 1998 and all of the different articles and pieces of legislation that it represents, which again shows that the police does in fact play an active role within the English and Welsh justice system. Finally, the last point is the fact that England can control their policing whilst Wales cannot control their own due to devolution not yet taking place for policing within Wales, which means that policing within England may play a significant role within the justice system but Wales policing may not. All together the police within England and Wales do play a significant role within the justice system, however there are some setbacks that exist which prevent them from perfectly coexisting together.
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