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                  (Eastfield Academy (ND[image: How the EU protects your children online | by European Commission | Medium])
Online Exposure
Did you know that a third of all internet users worldwide are children?

And whilst for most children their internet experience is positive, half of 12- 15 year olds said that they had witnessed hateful content aimed at a particular group of people in the last year – which was up from a third in 2016! (Martens, 2019)European Union 2019


The Most Frequent and 
emerging internet risks are…
Cyber Bullying

[image: ]Harmful Content

[image: ]


[image: ]Sexting





[image: https://cdn.cablecompare.com/2021/3/1616507386439-CB%20image%203.png]Facts and Statistics

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Broadband Search 2021



[image: ]
[image: worried parents clipart - Clip Art Library]As children explore the internet, they may come across inappropriate content that can cause distress and upset (NSPCC,2021).
                                            
                                                           (Clipart Library, 2019)
The Sharing of Sexual Content.
· 22% of girls have sent/ posted naked images.
· 80% of Sexters are under 18.
· 29% of teens think sexting is expected in a relationship.
                                                                  (Got your back, 2019)
Effects of Covid 19 on Online Safety

According to Joe Lepper (2021) on behalf of Children and Young People Now UK Police have reported….
· A 23% increase in reports of online child sexual abuse from hotlines

· A 48% increase in reports of grooming and sexual extortion involving children, compared Europe-wide the proportion is 44%.


Did you know that 2 in 5 young children don’t tell their parents what they do online?
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                                                (Got your back, 2019)

Top Tips for Parents
With the digital world moving at an ever increasing rate, it’s not so surprising that many parents are unable to keep up with what their children are doing online, meaning that they are also less aware of the risks (Martens, 2019)

· Balance online Screen time.
UK children aged between 5-16 years spend on average 6.3 hours of screen time per day between devices. (NHS Scotland, 2021)
· Talk to your children about online safety.
· Be aware of online platform age restrictions.
· 50% of all 11-12 year olds in the UK have a profile on a social networking site where the minimum age is 13. (NSPCC, 2014)
· Use Parental Controls. 
         Online Resources to Support
          Families with Online Safety.                   

· Useful websites
· https://www.esafety.gov.au/
· https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/get-help/webchat-counselling/
· https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/leaflets/parent-leaflets
· https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/internet-safety-day-top-tips-for-online-safeguarding-during-the-pandemic


         Useful Parental Controls
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This rationale will explain the meaning of safeguarding children and child protection, from a general and a school perspective. It will look at how schools promote child protection and welfare in practice, the writer may draw upon personal experiences as a teaching assistant in a local primary school to provide examples. The writer will be looking at the main policies in place to help protect children and young people from harm, this being the Children’s Acts of 1989 and 2004. The writer will analyse the changes made to this policy over time and the reason for change. The most memorable reason for changes to the Children’s Act 1989 come from the tragic death of Victoria Climbie by the people who were entrusted to care for her. The writer will look at the reason behind the introduction of Every Child Matters (2003) following the Lamming Report 2002. The writer will look at the UNCRC and the right of the child and how those right help shape the Children Act of 1989 and 2004. Lastly the writer will be conversing the reasons for choosing ‘understanding online safety – what parents should know’ as the safeguarding topic for the leaflet that accompanies this rationale.

The safeguarding legislation has been in place since the 1880’s however it has seen numerous changes over the years to get to where it is today. Sadly, it was due to several child deaths and reports in to those deaths that got the child protection system where it is today. Working Together to Safeguard Children A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children (2018) (DFE, 2018) is the current legal framework followed. In Wales the legal framework that is responsible for child protection is the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 (Johnson, 2019)(NSPCC, 2019). The NSPCC (2021) defines safeguarding as ‘the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm’. All local authorities and organisations including schools, hospitals, sport clubs and voluntary and community groups have a duty to safeguard children in their care. For this reason, each organisation should have their own safeguarding policy in place to advise all those who work with children, how to notice signs, and deal with instances where they feel a child could be exposed to abuse, malnourishment, and poor health. Under the UNCRC article 19 every child has the right to ‘protection from violence, abuse and neglect’ (UNCRC, 1989) this right encompasses the main elements of Ivan Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs, which would include love and affection, a safe home environment and opportunities to develop (Cherry, 2021).  A child protection policy puts procedures in place to identify children classed as suffering, or to likely to suffer, from significant harm and how to react in the best interest of the child in these instances. In schools all staff have a duty of care to protect and safeguard children in line with these polices. Each school has a designated children protection officer who deals with cases where children may need to be referred to the local authority or outside agencies such as social services for additional support (City and County of Swansea, 2013). 
Through research it would appear that most child protection policies that have been created over the years and advanced due to failing in previous policies in place that failed to protect children. In this instance, the introduction of the Children’s Act 1989 was influenced following the tragic deaths of Kimberly Carlille, Jasmine Beckford and Tyra Henry in the 1980’s (Department for Education and Skills, 2003). According to the Keeping Children Safe: The Governments Response to the Victoria Climbie Inquiry report and the joint chief inspectors report, safeguarding Children (2003) there were serious weaknesses in the way in which the act interpreted, resourced and implemented it’s safeguarding framework. The Lamming Report in to the death of Victoria Climbie found that the system had failed due to ill trained, unsupported and over worked staff. (page 13.1.8). Ferguson (2005) suggested 
‘The main response to the deaths of children due to local authorities’ failures has been to seek
the 'biggest re‐organisation of child protection services in 30 years' (The Guardian, 10 September 2003), but without paying systematic attention to the complexities of psycho‐social processes and the relationships involved in the work’.
The Victoria Climbie inqury by Lord Lamming in 2002 re-address the previous Children’s Act 1989. Dickenson’s et all 2019 expressed that:
     ’The 2004 Act went further to create the concept of a clear, single point of professional accountability for children and young people’s outcomes in the director of children’s services (DCS). A single individual uniquely centred in the local place in which they work, to bring together different parts of the systems in the best interests of children. It also provided the legal underpinning for every Child Matters outcomes framework.’ 
According to Reid (2010)  the Every Child Matters (2003) legislation proposed ‘radical changes to the way interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary agencies manage issues for children at risk’ (Reid 2010). And whilst policies change to help support, failings are still being seen years after the death of Victoria Climbie, like the deaths of Arron Gilbert in 2005 (BBC News, 2006) and Baby P in 2007 (BBC News 2007). In 2018 the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (AWCPP) (2008) was introduced to address a wide range of safeguarding issues, including new mediums of abuse like the internet for instance were the cases are raising, the document adds addition procedures to support theses types of abuse and also amends previous procedures to be more efficient. (AWCPPRG) (2008)  

There are many ways in which School staff keep the welfare of the children in high regard. They adapt their strategies from the safeguarding guidance provided by the local authority (City and County of Swansea,2013).  Safeguarding comes in many forms from site security and risk assessments, to effective policies in place and practices followed, to name a few.  The head teacher of the school is responsible for making sure that all staff volunteers and have a current DBS check and all staff are trained in child protection. School sites are usually gated and most have buzzer entry systems in place. As well as the designated child protection officer, all school staff have a duty to all children in their care. The staff are trained to deal with recognising the signs and dealing with disclosure from a child. The school’s child protection officer and the family liaison officer work with the family as well as outside agencies to make sure children are looked after and support is given to those in need. (City & County of Swansea, 2013). When you consider Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological theory around the child in order for the needs of the child to be met you must consider their surroundings and its why supporting family is so important to a child development Karpetis (2017) reiterated the importance of early intervention. "the early involvement of families has been identified as a promising indicator of child protection practice effectiveness" ​

The writer chose the topic of ‘understanding children’s safety online- what parents need to know’ as the topic for the safeguarding leaflet that accompanies this rationale. In light of the recent global pandemic Covid 19 which resulted in school closures across the UK. Children were migrating online to maintain some form of normality in the form of learning, social, economic and entertainment gratification. As a result of this the reality of threats and online harm intensifying too. David Wright (2020) director of the UK Safer Internet Centre predicts the range of safeguarding issues affecting young children include but are not limited to child sexual exploitation, and exposure to sexual abuse material (Wright, 2020). The leaflet identifies to most frequent emerging online risks posed at children online. Hans Martens of the European Union (2019) empathises with parents as he pronounces ‘with the digital world moving at an ever increasing rate, it’s not so surprising that many parents are unable to keep up with what their children are doing online, meaning that they are also less aware of the risks’ (Martens, 2019).  In a survey carried out by the Internet Matters Team (2018) as part of Safer Internet Awareness Day, results found that one in five parents admitted to not setting parental controls as they are too restrictive, one in ten parents said they do not set parental controls because they don’t know how to do it. While 17% of parents say they don’t bother because children can get around them. Surprisingly seven out of ten teens in the survey said they wanted parents to set filters to protect them online (Internet Matters Team, 2018). Martens (2019) say that parents should monitor their child’s internet usage to protect them from the potential exposure to harmful interactions like bullying, harmful content and Sexting (the most common forms of online harm according to Hans Martens (2019). This is the reason that the writer chose to focus on those three safeguarding issues online. In a report into Children and Parent’s media use and attitudes report (2019), half of 12- 15 year olds said that they had witnessed hateful content aimed at a particular group of people in the last year – which was up from a third in 2016. Out of those children four in ten said they told someone about it, while the majority of the children ignored it all together (Ofcom, 2019). The Office of the National Statistics (2020) said with the "greater use of smartphones, social media and networking applications means online bullying can follow a child anywhere they go” with one in five (10-15 year olds in England and Wales) had experienced at least one type of online bullying in 2020. That is equal to 764,000 children. Alarmingly ITV News (2020) released the rising   statistics of ‘sexts’ sent which rose 183% during lockdown, before measures were imposed Safe to Net said. The writer believes there is no harm in monitoring your child’s activity if it keeps them safe and so within the leaflet there are helpful website and monitoring applications that parents can use in order to safeguard their children online.      Now whilst, as in many other aspects of life, nothing can be 100% protective… surely some sort of monitoring is better than nothing at all? Conversely, it was  Shwartz (2021) who said that we should not monitor our children’s online activity but to ‘teach our kids how to be good digital citizens’, and let them be responsible for being sensible online.

It’s clear from policy that there is adequate guidance in place to support the safeguarding of children. The writer wonders whether there is more policy than practice involved and that is why there are so many tragic deaths of children to failings from authorities. One can only hope we lived in a world where you did not need to worry about our children but sadly that appears, in this moment in time, with the rise of digital online presence, further and further from our grasp. The writer agrees with Martens (2019), a parent has a responsibility as much as they are able, to monitor their child online presence to do our part in protecting our children. As for the comments made by Scwarts (2021) the writer agrees that we should teach our children to be good digital citizens, however that is not going to protect them for others who have not experienced the same. Let’s not forget it is not just children we need to worry about posting harmful and explicit content. From a school perspective, the writer feels that the safety measures that are put into place to stop children being able to access this content are somewhat protected during school hours from online harm. One can only hope the world never has to experience another tragic death for things to change. It sometimes feels like it’s a topic that will never go away. Only time will tell.
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