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	Welcome to the quick introduction to the main quality principles documents for our degrees.
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	UWTSD, like all universities in Wales, adheres to, and is monitored by, the Quality Assurance Agency. This might change in the future depending on the Welsh Government’s MEDR, or Commission for Tertiary Education and Research. But for now, we follow the QAA code and frameworks.
The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) is an independent charity in the UK that focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality and standards of higher education. They work with higher education providers, regulatory bodies, and students to ensure that the education delivered meets high standards
A key part of QAA’s role is to review how providers of higher education maintain their academic standards and quality. 
The QAA periodically reviews institutions. 
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	It is a requirement of all UWTSD degrees to comply with the UK Quality Code for HE and adhere to the qualification frameworks.
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	So, a UWTSD award must follow three main quality elements:
· The UK Quality Code for Higher Education. This has been updated in  2024
· The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies and the Credit and Qualification Framework for Wales 
· QAA Subject Benchmark for the subject under consideration
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	The new UK Quality Code was published in 2024. It identifies 12 principles; each principle has several key practices. Most of these key practices are relevant to institutions as a whole in terms of quality processes and procedures, but many have immediate and considerable effect on programme design and delivery.
The main one for our purposes is Principle 11 on Teaching Learning and Assessment.
Here are the main key practices from the other principles at a quick glance (although you should try to read the whole of the Quality Code).
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	Principle 11 is the one that is of particular importance for our purposes. Please consider the key practices carefully, and how they affect your practice at programme and module level.
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	The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications identify the characteristics of graduates at different levels, starting from Level 4 and the CertHE. Please do remember that the Frameworks consider each level on its own, not just as a scalable ladder to achieve a Bachelors. What is essential here is that a student that graduates with a Cert HE must fulfil the conditions of the Cert HE, even if that graduation is unintended.

The frameworks identify three sets of requirements for each Level:
The Demonstrable skills and knowledge
The Abilities of the graduate
And the qualities and transferable skills.

On the moodle page, you will find a Quick view of Levels 4-7 document, which sets these sets of requirements side by side on a level by level basis making it easier to see the progression and differences between levels.



	Slide 8
	

	Subject Benchmark Statements describe the nature of study and the academic standards expected of graduates in specific subject areas. They show what graduates might reasonably be expected to know, do and understand at the end of their studies.
Since 2022: QAA is updating Subject Benchmark Statements to to incorporate consideration of how practice within disciplines addresses the wider social goals of: 
equality, diversity and inclusivity
Education for Sustainable Development
requirements of disabled students
enterprise and entrepreneurship
Please do remember that If your Benchmark has not been updated yet, you still need to consider these issues. 
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	The updated subject benchmarks look different. If you have not read a subject benchmark in some time, you will find the presentation of information rather different.
Each of the updated benchmarks will have an exposition of the relationship of the subject with each of the four specific elements of equality, diversity and inclusivity; Education for Sustainable Development; requirements of disabled students, and enterprise and entrepreneurship.
It will include subject specific design issues, as well as the necessary or expected content of a degree in the subject. 
Towards the end, you will find the benchmark standards. Different benchmarks will present these in slightly different formats. The main focus will be on bachelor’s degrees, although some include comments specifically on Level 7 (masters). 
Most of the benchmarks will also include three sets of standards; note all of them are for bachelors, but differentiate between classes. So, the threshold is effectively a pass, the typical will be for the 2:2 and 2:1, and the excellent for first class results. 




	Slide 10
	

	To facilitate discussion in the training session, please go through the materials available on Moodle. %These will be the Quality Code, focus especially on Principle 11. Then the frameworks, which you are encouraged to read in their entirety but we have provided the quick view of levels 4-7 for ease of access. 
And the relevant subject benchmark or benchmarks for your subject.
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QAA

•

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) is an independent 

charity in the UK that focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality and 

standards of higher education. They work with higher education providers, 

regulatory bodies, and students to ensure that the education delivered 

meets high standards

•

A key part of QAA’s role is to review how providers of higher education 

maintain their academic standards and quality. 
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QAA

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) is an independent charity in the UK that focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality and standards of higher education. They work with higher education providers, regulatory bodies, and students to ensure that the education delivered meets high standards

A key part of QAA’s role is to review how providers of higher education maintain their academic standards and quality. 





UWTSD, like all universities in Wales, adheres to, and is monitored by, the Quality Assurance Agency. This might change in the future depending on the Welsh Government’s MEDR, or Commission for Tertiary Education and Research. But for now, we follow the QAA code and frameworks.

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) is an independent charity in the UK that focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality and standards of higher education. They work with higher education providers, regulatory bodies, and students to ensure that the education delivered meets high standards

A key part of QAA’s role is to review how providers of higher education maintain their academic standards and quality. 

The QAA periodically reviews institutions. 
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QAA & UWTSD

AQH 4.1.2: It is a requirement that all programmes of study: 

•

are designed to comply with the requirements of the UK Quality Code for Higher 

Education published by QAA and other relevant external requirements and guidance;

•

lead to awards that are comparable with awards granted and conferred throughout 

higher education in the United Kingdom with respect to standards, objectives, duration 

and level of entry and adhere to national qualification frameworks;

•

be formally approved and validated prior to the commencement of their delivery;

•

be subject to continual monitoring;

•

normally be subject to a formal revalidation in the fifth year of delivery or sooner (see 

4.7.1)
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QAA & UWTSD

AQH 4.1.2: It is a requirement that all programmes of study: 

are designed to comply with the requirements of the UK Quality Code for Higher Education published by QAA and other relevant external requirements and guidance;

lead to awards that are comparable with awards granted and conferred throughout higher education in the United Kingdom with respect to standards, objectives, duration and level of entry and adhere to national qualification frameworks;

be formally approved and validated prior to the commencement of their delivery;

be subject to continual monitoring;

normally be subject to a formal revalidation in the fifth year of delivery or sooner (see 4.7.1)





It is a requirement of all UWTSD degrees to comply with the UK Quality Code for HE and adhere to the qualification frameworks.

3



image1.png

Prifysgol Cymru : .
| Y Drindod Dewi Sant Trawsnewid Addysg, Trawsnewid Bywydau

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David









Qs uwTSD






image4.emf
Award

Subject 

Benchmark

The Frameworks 

for Higher 

Education 

Qualifications of 

UK Degree-

Awarding Bodies 

UK Quality Code 

for Higher 

Education 2024


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide3.sldx




So, a UWTSD award must follow three main quality elements:

The UK Quality Code for Higher Education. This has been updated in  2024

The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies and the Credit and Qualification Framework for Wales 

QAA Subject Benchmark for the subject under consideration
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UK Quality Code for Higher Education 2024: 

Principles

7e: External engagement and evaluation form a component part of the design, development, 

approval and modification process. 

7g: Students are involved meaningfully in the design, development, approval and modification 

of programmes and modules

10b: All students are supported at key transition points throughout their journey, with their 

specific needs and requirements met and their pathways into learning recognised.

10e: Students and staff recognise that activities offered outside the formal curriculum are 

beneficial for promoting students’ sense of belonging, as well as providing  opportunities to 

broaden their skills and achievements, complementing their formal studies
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UK Quality Code for Higher Education 2024: Principles

7e: External engagement and evaluation form a component part of the design, development, approval and modification process. 

7g: Students are involved meaningfully in the design, development, approval and modification of programmes and modules

10b: All students are supported at key transition points throughout their journey, with their specific needs and requirements met and their pathways into learning recognised.

10e: Students and staff recognise that activities offered outside the formal curriculum are beneficial for promoting students’ sense of belonging, as well as providing  opportunities to broaden their skills and achievements, complementing their formal studies











The new UK Quality Code was published in 2024. It identifies 12 principles; each principle has several key practices. Most of these key practices are relevant to institutions as a whole in terms of quality processes and procedures, but many have immediate and considerable effect on programme design and delivery.

The main one for our purposes is Principle 11 on Teaching Learning and Assessment.

Here are the main key practices from the other principles at a quick glance (although you should try to read the whole of the Quality Code).
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UK QA Code 2024: Principle 11

a. Learning and assessment at all levels is informed by research and/or scholarship. Teaching, learning and assessment align to ensure 

students can demonstrate their achievements, reflect on and reinforce their prior learning, skills and knowledge, and fulfil their potential.

b. Students are given clear information about the intended modular and/or programme learning outcomes and the purpose of assessment 

and are enabled to use feedback/ feedforward to support further learning. 

d. Students are enabled and encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and to take an active role in shaping and enhancing the 

learning process. Providers offer ongoing advice and guidance about academic integrity to ensure that students and staff understand what is 

expected of them. 

e. As students move through their learning journey, they are given the opportunity and support to transition effectively between academic 

levels, further study and employment. Providers enable students to recognise the progression they have made and steps they need to take to 

achieve their potential. 

f. Providers design assessments that test appropriate learning outcomes and are fair, reliable, accessible, authentic and inclusive. Where 

applicable, and sustainable, students are offered different options for undertaking assessments to promote accessibility and inclusion. 

g. Providers establish coherent approaches to technologies that impact teaching, learning and assessment (such as Generative Artificial 

Intelligence). These approaches are clearly communicated to staff and students, include how they are utilised and define misuse of such 

technologies. 

h. Providers offer advice and guidance about academic integrity to ensure that students and staff understand what is expected of them 

throughout the learning journey. The advice is kept current. 
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UK QA Code 2024: Principle 11

a. Learning and assessment at all levels is informed by research and/or scholarship. Teaching, learning and assessment align to ensure students can demonstrate their achievements, reflect on and reinforce their prior learning, skills and knowledge, and fulfil their potential.

b. Students are given clear information about the intended modular and/or programme learning outcomes and the purpose of assessment and are enabled to use feedback/ feedforward to support further learning. 

d. Students are enabled and encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and to take an active role in shaping and enhancing the learning process. Providers offer ongoing advice and guidance about academic integrity to ensure that students and staff understand what is expected of them. 

e. As students move through their learning journey, they are given the opportunity and support to transition effectively between academic levels, further study and employment. Providers enable students to recognise the progression they have made and steps they need to take to achieve their potential. 

f. Providers design assessments that test appropriate learning outcomes and are fair, reliable, accessible, authentic and inclusive. Where applicable, and sustainable, students are offered different options for undertaking assessments to promote accessibility and inclusion. 

g. Providers establish coherent approaches to technologies that impact teaching, learning and assessment (such as Generative Artificial Intelligence). These approaches are clearly communicated to staff and students, include how they are utilised and define misuse of such technologies. 

h. Providers offer advice and guidance about academic integrity to ensure that students and staff understand what is expected of them throughout the learning journey. The advice is kept current. 





Principle 11 is the one that is of particular importance for our purposes. Please consider the key practices carefully, and how they affect your practice at programme and module level.
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The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies 







The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications identify the characteristics of graduates at different levels, starting from Level 4 and the CertHE. Please do remember that the Frameworks consider each level on its own, not just as a scalable ladder to achieve a Bachelors. What is essential here is that a student that graduates with a Cert HE must fulfil the conditions of the Cert HE, even if that graduation is unintended.



The frameworks identify three sets of requirements for each Level:

The Demonstrable skills and knowledge

The Abilities of the graduate

And the qualities and transferable skills.



On the moodle page, you will find a Quick view of Levels 4-7 document, which sets these sets of requirements side by side on a level by level basis making it easier to see the progression and differences between levels.
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Subject Benchmarks

•

Subject Benchmark Statements describe the nature of study and the 

academic standards expected of graduates in specific subject areas. They 

show what graduates might reasonably be expected to know, do and 

understand at the end of their studies.

•

Since 2022: QAA is updating Subject Benchmark Statements to to

incorporate consideration of how practice within disciplines addresses the 

wider social goals of: 

•

equality, diversity and inclusivity

•

Education for Sustainable Development

•

requirements of disabled students

•

enterprise and entrepreneurship

If your Benchmark has not 

been updated yet, you still 

need to consider these 

issues. 
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Subject Benchmarks

Subject Benchmark Statements describe the nature of study and the academic standards expected of graduates in specific subject areas. They show what graduates might reasonably be expected to know, do and understand at the end of their studies.

Since 2022: QAA is updating Subject Benchmark Statements to to incorporate consideration of how practice within disciplines addresses the wider social goals of: 

equality, diversity and inclusivity

Education for Sustainable Development

requirements of disabled students

enterprise and entrepreneurship

If your Benchmark has not been updated yet, you still need to consider these issues. 





Subject Benchmark Statements describe the nature of study and the academic standards expected of graduates in specific subject areas. They show what graduates might reasonably be expected to know, do and understand at the end of their studies.

Since 2022: QAA is updating Subject Benchmark Statements to to incorporate consideration of how practice within disciplines addresses the wider social goals of: 

equality, diversity and inclusivity

Education for Sustainable Development

requirements of disabled students

enterprise and entrepreneurship

Please do remember that If your Benchmark has not been updated yet, you still need to consider these issues. 
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Reading an updated Benchmark

•

Specific elements/needs re:

•

equality, diversity and inclusivity

•

Education for Sustainable Development

•

requirements of disabled students

•

enterprise and entrepreneurship

•

Design issues (very subject specific)

•

Necessary/expected content

•

Benchmark Standards:

•

Bachelor’s focus (but some include L7)

•

Threshold vs typical vs excellent

Excellent 

(I)

Typical (II1, 

II2)

Threshold (III)
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Reading an updated Benchmark

Specific elements/needs re:

equality, diversity and inclusivity

Education for Sustainable Development

requirements of disabled students

enterprise and entrepreneurship

Design issues (very subject specific)

Necessary/expected content

Benchmark Standards:

Bachelor’s focus (but some include L7)

Threshold vs typical vs excellent





The updated subject benchmarks look different. If you have not read a subject benchmark in some time, you will find the presentation of information rather different.

Each of the updated benchmarks will have an exposition of the relationship of the subject with each of the four specific elements of equality, diversity and inclusivity; Education for Sustainable Development; requirements of disabled students, and enterprise and entrepreneurship.

It will include subject specific design issues, as well as the necessary or expected content of a degree in the subject. 

Towards the end, you will find the benchmark standards. Different benchmarks will present these in slightly different formats. The main focus will be on bachelor’s degrees, although some include comments specifically on Level 7 (masters). 

Most of the benchmarks will also include three sets of standards; note all of them are for bachelors, but differentiate between classes. So, the threshold is effectively a pass, the typical will be for the 2:2 and 2:1, and the excellent for first class results. 
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To Consider before training session

•

UK Quality Code for Higher Education 2024 - Sector-Agreed Principles

•

The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding 

Bodies

•

Quick view of Levels 4-7

•

Characteristics Statements (esp. for Level 7, Apprenticeships, Foundation Degrees), if relevant

•

Subject Benchmark(s)

All are linked on Moodle
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To Consider before training session

UK Quality Code for Higher Education 2024 - Sector-Agreed Principles

The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies

Quick view of Levels 4-7

Characteristics Statements (esp. for Level 7, Apprenticeships, Foundation Degrees), if relevant

Subject Benchmark(s)



All are linked on Moodle





To facilitate discussion in the training session, please go through the materials available on Moodle. %These will be the Quality Code, focus especially on Principle 11. Then the frameworks, which you are encouraged to read in their entirety but we have provided the quick view of levels 4-7 for ease of access. 

And the relevant subject benchmark or benchmarks for your subject.
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QAA Information and Subject Benchmark
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QAA Information and Subject Benchmark







Welcome to the quick introduction to the main quality principles documents for our degrees.
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