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Reconsidering ‘You Fu’ in the Book of Changes Hexagram

and Line Statements

1. Introduction

w2

According to today’s version of the Book of Changes, the character ‘Fu’ ¢ appears 41
times. Among them, 26 times it is in the form of ‘You Fu’ 4 %. In Cheng’s Commentary on
the Book of Changes, ‘fu’ is often explained as honesty or trust. This meaning was also used
by many traditional commentators, such as Wang Bi T i, Kong Yingda fL#1%, and Zhu
Xi %k . However, in modern times, scholars do not agree on the meaning of ‘fu’. Professor
Zhang Yujin 5k & 4, in his article 4 New Study on ‘You Fu’in the Book of Changes, uses
oracle bone texts to explain ‘Fu’. He gives a new idea. He thinks that in many cases ‘Fu’ in
the Book of Changes should mean ‘to match’ or ‘to be fulfilled’. This view can explain some
cases. But if we explain all ‘fi’ only as ‘fulfilled’, it may not always be suitable. Therefore,
this presentation focus on Professor Zhang’s study. I also compare it with ancient

commentaries. From my own view, I present some points that still need discussion.

2. Re-examining the Interpretation of You Fu

Professor Zhang thinks that You Fu in the Book of Changes should not change its meaning by
context. He says all cases of ‘fi’ in the book should have one fixed meaning. This view is
wrong. There are two reasons. First, it is wrong to use one meaning to explain all cases.
Second, some old characters my have been read in the wrong way.

As Professor Zhang says, the words in the Book of Changes come from oracle
inscriptions. This idea is fine. But he ignores one point. Fu and You Fu are not the same as
words like good lucky or ominous in oracle texts, which give clear judgments. From my view,
when You Fu is placed at the start of a sentence, it often has the meaning of a condition. For
example, in Hexagram Xu 5 it says, ‘Waiting. If you are sincere, you have light and success.
Perseverance brings good fortune.” Here, during the time of waiting, because there is honesty,
one can go forward with light and success. We can see that You Fu is a condition for success.
Only when it is present, success can follow. This shows a clear and strict logic. Another
example is Hexagram Ge 7, ‘The great man changes like a tiger. Without divination, he is

believed by his people.” Here, the great man changes like a tiger’ means the ruler carries out



reform, and his deeds are clear and striking, like the stripes of a tiger. ‘Without divination, he
is believed by his people’ means that there is no need for divination, because of his honesty,
the people will still follow him. Therefore, in this case, it is better to explain You Fu as
sincerity. This makes a complete logic with the words ‘without divination’. If we force it to
mean ‘to match’ or ‘to be fulfilled’, the meaning becomes, ‘The ruler’s reform, without
divination, is already fulfilled.” But in this line, we cannot see what exactly is fulfilled.
Normally, ‘fulfilled” must point to the success or failure of an event but the text only says ‘the
great man changes like a tiger’. So it is hard to explain it as ‘fulfilled’. Examples of Professor
Zhang’s weak explanations are easy to find, so I will not list them all here. Therefore, if we
explain every You Fu in the Book of Changes only as ‘to match’, it is clearly not enough to
cover its full meaning.

In addition, according to Professor Zhang, the word Fu appeared very early, already in

the oracle bone period. However, the examples he used from The Collected Explanations of

Oracle Inscriptions are actually another character, sl , not Fu. Although Professor Qiu

!
Xigui once read the character 7 with the sound of ‘Fu’. But this was only a similar sound.

He did not say that the character itself was Fu. So when Professor Zhang used this character

sl as an example of Fu in The Collected Explanations of Oracle Inscriptions, it was already

a mistake. And after that, this later discussion cannot be correct.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, when I read the ancient commentaries of the Book of Changes and Professor
Zhang Yujin’s article 4 New Study on ‘You Fu’, 1 found three points to question. First, should
the character Fu always have one single meaning in the whole book? Second, it is not a good

solution to explain all Fu only as ‘to match’ or ‘to be fulfilled’. Third, the oracle bone

P

character used by Professor Zhang is not the same as Fu. Therefore, I think his
explanation of ‘You Fu’ still has room for discussion. Besides, according to most scholars, the
Book of Changes is one of the sources of early Confucian thought. Its study must use careful
philological methods and trace the original meaning of the words. But at the same time, we
must also look at the context of the whole passage. As Professor Xu Fuguan said, ‘to study

the history of thought, we must begin with language and meanings, but we must also check

the sentences, the forms, and the sounds together, so that the meaning can be clear.” If we



only explain the whole Book of Changes by single words, then it may become just a work of

textual study, not a true study of ideas.
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The character in the Book of Changes

« The character 'Fu' % appears 42

« 26 instances as 'You Fu' & .




Traditional Interpretations

Wang Bi T 7 Zhu Xi 4= Kong Yingda Fl7H%&

‘fu’ 1s often explained as honesty or trust



Professor Zhang Yujin's New Perspective

A New Study on ‘You Fu’in the Book of Changes
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Zhang Yujin 538§E%, 'A New Exploration of You fu BZ in the Zhouyi FZ: On the
Nature of the Hexagram and Line Statements,' in Chutu wenxian H1-3Z8f, vol. 3.






Two Critical Mistakes
1. It is wrong to use one meaning to explain all cases

2. some old characters my have been read in the wrong way.

In oracle texts




Case Study: Hexagram Xu %

‘Waliting. If you are sincere, you have light and success.

Perseverance brings good fortune.’

shows a clear and strict logic

Richard Wilhelm and C. G. Jung, /| Ching (New
Jersey: Princeton University Press), p. 24.



Case Study: Hexagram Ge

"The great man changes like a tiger. Without divination, he is

believed by his people.’

Without people will

divination follow

It is better to explain You Fu as sincerity

Richard Wilhelm and C. G. Jung, /| Ching (New
Jersey: Princeton University Press), p. 192.



Why ‘Fulfilled’ Fails
1. Logical Gap

1. "The ruler’s reform, without divination, is already fulfilled.” But in this

line, we cannot see what exactly is fulfilled.

2. Missing Reference

1. “fulfilled’ must point to the success or failure of an event but the text

only says ‘the great man changes like a tiger’.

“To match’ is clearly not enough to cover its full meaning.



The Misidentification of Fu in Oracle Bone Insciptions

The Collected Explanations

of Oracle Inscriptions

2
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Hu Houxuan #H)8 &, Jiaguwen heji shiwens F & & HERE
(Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1999), e.g. 94.



The Misidentification of Fu in Oracle Bone Insciptions
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Hu Houxuan #i /& &, Jiaguwen heji shiwens W& XX &% (Beijing:
Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1999), e.g. 94 and 12357.






Conclusion

1. Should the character Fu always have one single meaning in
the whole book?

2. ltis not a good solution to explain all Fu only as ‘to match’ or ‘to
be fulfilled’.

3. The oracle bone character FF used by Professor Zhang is
not the same as Fu.

Xu Fuguan said: ‘to study the history of thought, we must begin with language
and meanings, but we must also check the sentences, the forms, and the sounds

together, so that the meaning can be clear.’
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Thank you for listening
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