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I had no prior knowledge of how a child protection conference was structured before this assignment. It was enlightening and overwhelming to discover the process. It was heart-wrenching to discover why such acts and procedures must be put in place. I can fully appreciate why changes in policies, procedures and acts, are continuously updated, and why I as a practitioner should adopt good practices to ensure I develop fully by ensuring I review and update my previous knowledge of legislations, acts along with policies and procedures. However, as a practitioner and as an individual, I was aware of how important it is to promote the welfare and ensure the safeguarding of children within the early years and beyond is. I was also aware that the onus was not only with professionals who work with children, but it is the responsibility of every individual person to protect and safeguard children. A view supported by (Cleaver et al. 2009; Charity Commission for England and Wales, 2014; National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2017).
According to NSPCC (2017b), Wales was the first country in the United Kingdom to enforce this as a lawful protocol in its Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011). Wales developed this further by the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, cited on The National Archive (no date) and Future Generations Commissioner for Wales (2017). This incorporated the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which as defined by Welsh Government (2016) notes, that children have a right to be protected, be healthy, be safe, to be treated as equals, have a right to an education, and to be heard. 
Batty (2005) and Powell and Uppal (2012) explain the history of child protection, noting that the 1880’s was the starting point, which saw the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) being established. This then led to parliaments first legislation to protect children, known as Children Act 1889. From here on the police could arrest individuals who inflicted harm on children.
1894 saw the act amended and extended, recognising mental cruelty and lack of medical attention as a form of abuse, also children were now able to give evidence in court. The Children’s Act 1908 introduced juvenile courts and Incest Act 1908 was formed, to protect children from sexual advance/abuse within the family unit. The Children and Young Persons Act 1932 enhanced the powers of juvenile courts and introduced supervision orders for children at risk. The Children and Young Person Act 1933 consolidated all previous acts and legislation into this one act.
The Children Act 1948 put in place a children’s committee and a children’s officer in each local authority, after the death of Dennis O’Neill at the hands of his foster parents. But still children were being failed by the system and consequently dying, in the most cruel and inhumane way by people who were supposed to love them. 1970’s saw changes after the death of Maria Colwell, by her step-father. The inquiry highlighted the lack of cooperation and training between agencies, who were responsible for these children. This inquiry established the Area Child Protection Committees (ACPC) and the child protection register. The Children Act 1975, recognized that children did not share the same right as their parents, and as such the child wishes and feelings became central in their proceedings from then on.
According to Powell and Uppal (2012) the 80’s saw an increase in child abuse with policies and guidelines changing, but the end of the decade ended with the Children Act 1989, which acts as a foundation to the present Children Act 2004. The Children Act 1989, gave every child the right to live without fear of abuse and exploitation, and established an inquiries system to safeguard children’s welfare. The 1989 act believed that most children are best looked after by their families than being removed and placed into care. After watching the film Oranges and Sunshine (2010) I agree with this, however, each case merits its unique investigation. The film retold the heart-breaking story of thousands of children who were rehoused from children’s homes in the United Kingdom to Australia in the 1950s, according to the BBC (2011). An operation that continued until the late 1960s according to Cameron (2010) and Bryant (2011). These children experienced horrific ordeals at the hands of their abusers, which has left many of them with long lasting psychological illnesses. These children also lost their identities, families and childhoods. According to Bowcott (2010) It took the British government until February 2010 to apologise for the severe hardship and the inexcusable abuse these children endured, the government said it was a ‘shameful abuse’, carried out by the very same government that should have protected these children when they were at their most vulnerable.
I am apprehensive when it comes to group work, as it can be difficult to engage with some individuals, and some individuals may be controlling and overpowering. Individual time constraints can make it difficult to coordinate and schedule meetings which could then have an impact on deadlines. An idea shared by Moreland et al. (2009). However, whilst researching this assignment I noted how polices and legislations, place an importance on, key people and agencies working together to design and deliver an amalgamated service to children and young people, such as the Chief Inspector of Social Services for Wales notes in Welsh Governments (2004) ‘Children and Young People Rights to Action’, He notes that in order to achieve the best outcomes for children, all professionals that have contact with children, need to improve skills that enable them to work effectively together. This is also noted in the Government (2015) ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015’ document, which recognises that professionals have a duty of care under section 11 of the Children Act 2004, to promote the welfare and the need to safeguard children whilst carrying out their duties. In addition, professionals have a duty under section 10 of the Children Act 2004, to cooperate with local authorities and other agencies in an effective and responsible professional manner, ensuring they all fulfil their role accordingly. However, it was startling to read that although committees and policies and legislations are put in place, vulnerable children are still being failed by the system. As agreed by several authors (Hopkins, 2007; Alderson, 2008; Campbell, 2013)
In 1974, according to Child Protection Timeline (no date) after the inquiry of Maria Colwell’s death, the first Area Child Protection Committees (ACPCs) and Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSBC) in England and Wales were established. These were established to coordinate professionals locally in safeguarding children who were at risk. By 1991 the ACPSs were required to investigate child protection procedures, to highlight flaws in policies and procedures when a child died from abuse.
However, over the years many children continue to die, with serious case reviews continuously making recommendations, as Campbell (2013) and Morris (2013) report, that 30 years on from Maria Colwell poor Daniel Pelka died tragically, due to poor communications between professional and the child’s voice not being heard. Stevenson (1986) reported similarities between Maria Colwell inquiry, to which she was a member of, to Jasmine Beckford report, why was the adults voice noticed over the child’s voice if according to the laws and act’s children are central to decision making when it comes to their well-being?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The UK Government (1997) passed the ‘Sex Offenders Act 1997’, which required persons who have committed sexual offences to report to the police and be registered on the police database. Unfortunately, this did not help poor Sarah Payne, who was killed by a known sex offender in July 2000. According to Quinn (2014), Sarah’s parents subsequently pushed for “Sarah’s Law” in memory of their daughter, this law enables anyone with concerns regarding paedophiles who may be living in the local area who have contact with children, to make a formal request to the police. Home Office (2013) and NSPCC (2015) note that the ‘Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme (CSOD) 2008, was successfully rolled out in England and Wales in 2011, after it had been successfully piloted from 2008. However, information will only be shared directly to carers by the police in confidence, if they feel it is pertinent to the family. Interestingly though, before information is passed on, the person receiving the disclosure must sign an undertaking to agree not to disclose the confidential information being shared with them, if they refuse to sign, the disclosure may not take place. As NSPCC (2015) continue “Megan’s Law” is a United States version of Sarah’s Law, and evidence proved by enabling data to be made public it run the risk of offenders not complying with the rules and going into hiding making it difficult for the police to monitor, and they also noted that it could run the risk of vigilante attacks by the public.
According to Batty (2005), the ‘Protection of Children Act 1999’ was passed to prevent paedophiles working with children, it required childcare organisations in England and Wales to inform the Department of Health if they were aware of any known offenders. It was a requirement for all personnel to have a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check before working with children. Despite these checks, it did not prevent the deaths of Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells in 2002, by the caretaker of their school. The Bichard Inquiry (2004) and Batty (2004) note that there were serious failings with the professionals who were responsible for protecting these children. Lack of relevant information not shared with other professional, failings in updating records of criminal offences and agencies not communicating with each other. 
The Bichard inquiry made recommendations, one of which was the introduction of an enhanced ‘Disclosure and Barring Service’ (DBS). These are now detailed checks that ask for proof of all names used, addresses for the previous 5 years and photographic evidence. However, Government (2017) notes as of January 2018, new checking guidelines will apply to all DBS application to ensure that individuals are entitled to work in the UK legally.
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