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Aoife, Isabel, Joan, Eleanor, Margaret and Elizabeth de Clare, were they powerful women with agency, contributing to their family’s success and failures or were they merely political pawns at the mercy of men?


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
To explore the lives of Aoife Macmurrough, her daughter Isabel, Joan of Acre and her daughters Eleanor, Margaret and Elizabeth in order to understand and raise awareness of the lives of these royal women, to allow their voices to be heard and to add to the debate on female medieval history in particular.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Aoife Macmurrough, daughter of King Diarmuit of Leinster married Richard “Strongbow” de Clare and thus began the rise of the name de Clare. Aoife and Richard’s daughter Isabel married the knight and royal favourite William Marshall. Isabel and William’s great grandson Gilbert married Joan of Acre, daughter of King Edward I of England. Gilbert became a powerful marcher lord, often defying the king. Following the death of Gilbert, Joan and their son, their daughters Eleanor, Elizabeth and Margaret were left under the care of their uncle King Edward II, an arrangement that brought reward and suffering. 

For almost one hundred and fifty years the de Clare family rose in power and prominence, as they experienced the rotations of the wheel of fortune. Their lives were intimately entwined with the monarchy and fuelled by their ambition, ending with the downfall of Eleanor’s husband. 
Strongbow, William Marshal, Piers Gaveston and Hugh Despenser are names that still resonate over eight hundred years later. The De Clare crest still adorns buildings and religious buildings and their power and dominance is still evident. Much is known of these men and in the case of Gaveston and Despenser in particular, there is still much debate on their relationship with Edward II and are the very epitome of the dangers of flying at dazzling heights too close to the sun. The female members of the family and their influence in the fortunes of the De Clares has largely been forgotten except for research by Kathryn Warner and Kelcey Wilson-Lee, without whom these women would be mere footnotes in the biographies of their husbands and fathers.
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