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INTRODUCTION:
There are over 49 million people with a UK driving licence and an estimated 300 billion miles driven each year (RAC Foundation, 2022). People drive as a means of getting from A to B and will make the automatically presumption that they will end up at their destination.
In 2020 however, it was reported that approximately 250 RTC (Road Traffic Collisions) occur each day on the UK roads with 23% of these leading to serious or fatal injuries, (Gov.UK, 2021). Other figures have shown more than twice the number of people die on the UK roads each year than from murders and terrorism combined (Police Professional, 2020).

RTC’s can have life changing consequences not only to those involved specifically in the collision but to the families, friends and emergency services personal. News headlines often highlight the offences which cause a fatal collision such as, “M4 Crash: Drink and drug driver jailed for causing deaths of two children” which was reported by the BBC. The article itself documents that traces of cocaine were found in his system; however, it also states the driver was twice the legal alcohol limit, potentially fell asleep at the wheel and was seen using his mobile phone, (BBC, 2022). With numerous offences documented it could be argued that simply having a trace of cocaine in his system wouldn’t have had an impact in causing the collision although it is headlined in a tragic article.

This study is going to address a gap within current research and examine whether the current law around drug driving does in fact make the road safer or it is simply being used to appease public perception as well as to increase conviction rates.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Is the zero-tolerance approach to all illegal drugs in place to make the roads safer or to reduce criminality?
· What are the impacts of illegal drugs on the body and do they impact on driving?
· Due to the current restrictions with drug drive testing, are we focusing on the most commonly used when the focus should on others?
· Are the public aware of the laws surrounding drug driving and would an increased knowledge change behaviour?


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

In June 2010 Sir Peter North completed an independent review of the drink and drug driving laws which concluded that although there was an offence, Section 4 Road Traffic Act (RTA) 1988, (Legislation.gov, 2022), which made it illegal to drive whilst unfit through drugs a new offence should be introduced to take into account the levels of a specified drug within the drivers system, (IAS.org, 2010). Following this report in 2015 Section 5A RTA 1988 (Legislation.gov, 2022) was introduced which made it a crime to be over the limit of a specified drug amount whilst driving, in turn removing the need to prove a driver was unfit. Prior to this amendment the ability for the prosecution to prove that the driver was in fact impaired to drive resulted in only 70% of court cases providing a conviction, (Gov.UK, 2017). 

Section 5A RTA 1988 outlines 17 controlled drugs and their legal limit, although only 9 of these are illegal drugs with the other 8 medicinally supplied by the doctor. It is documented that the overall approach differed when specifying the legal limits and it was dependant on the legality of the drug as to the level of tolerance stated and as such illegal drugs have what is described as a zero-tolerance approach. Although the presence of the stated illegal drugs is not enough to fail, it could be argued that the tolerance limit is not based simply of impairment, (PACT, 2021). 

The STATS19 data from 2013-2019 which is filled in by police officers following an RTC shows that there was a 62% increase in the contributary factor of a driver/rider being impaired by drugs when there had been a collision involving an injury, (Gov.UK, 2021). This could suggest that drug driving does play a role in RTC’s, however it could also suggest that since roadside drug testing has been introduced it is now easier for an officer to contribute the outcome of the test as a contributing factor to the RTC.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Parliamentary advisory council for transport safety (PACT) report takes a more in-depth look at the drug driving statistics and illustrates the staggering increase in drug driving conviction rates since the introduction of Section 5A RTA 1988. In 2013 there were less than 1000 convictions for drug driving however fast forward to 2019 there are over 10,000 convictions, (PACT, 2021), highlighting the success of the introduction of section 5A RTA 1988 in convicting drug drivers.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The study will use secondary research methods by reviewing, evaluating and analysing literature such as previously written reports and government publications.

The study will also use primary research methods through a questionnaire which will provide quantitative data to be analysed. The questionnaire will look to ascertain the public awareness of the current drug legislation. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The study will use anonymous, voluntary online questionnaires given to the members of the public. Using members of the public is vital in order to gauge their understanding of the current laws around drug driving. The limitations in the use of an online questionnaires will be whether the study will reach across all demographics and this is something which will need to be considered when distributing the survey.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There are no ethical issues within the research project. The questionnaire will be anonymous and voluntary with responses being kept confidential in line with data protection guidelines and only used for the purposes proposed to the participants. All literature reviewed will be such literature that is available to all members of the public and will not be obtained by personal privilege.  


	TIME SCALE:
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