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[bookmark: _Toc172763562]Research question 
Car sharing as a business model can be applied in the United Kingdom on a large scale yet little is known concerning the factors that lead to its adoption, its benefits economically as wells as environmentally, not to mention the potential policies that the government could implement to support this business model. This research seeks to address the critical question: In light of this understanding, the research questions put forward are as follows: Understanding the large-scale car sharing business model in the United Kingdom: ‘’What are the key drivers, barriers and impact of the large-scale car sharing business model for the United Kingdom?’’ Policies and strategies of the stakeholders: ‘’How can the United Kingdom government policies and stakeholder strategies be optimised to enhance the large-scale car sharing business model?’’
[bookmark: _Toc172763563]Introduction
The current structure of the transportation sector in the United Kingdom is evolving because of the improvements in technology, the growing concerns on the impact of transport on environment and changes in the society. One of the business models that have recently rapidly evolved in cities is the concept of car sharing, as it is characterized by numerous advantages, such as affordable pricing, increased availability, and reduced negative impact on the environment. The broad objective of this study is therefore to assess the feasibility of the promotion and the actualization of large-scale car sharing in the United Kingdom and identify elements that may either enhance or hinder this process.
[bookmark: _Toc172763564]Rationale
The justification for this study originates from the current challenges experienced within urban areas, need to reduce emission of greenhouse gases, and increase access to transport channels at an affordable cost. That is why car sharing, which belongs to the sharing economy trend, can become an interesting concept for the rational use of cars, non-increasing the number of such transport in cities, and providing people with effective possibilities for urban mobility. It is believed that this research will add value to the body of knowledge in the area of car sharing by establishing what may be the key factors influencing the success of car sharing in UK and insight into consumer behaviour, policy implications, as well as key operational issues that may surface in the course of developing such a scheme. 
[bookmark: _Toc172763565]Aim
The purpose of this research thus will be to examine the possibility and possible effect that will be occasioned by a large-scale car sharing business model in the region of the United Kingdom. This research aims to identify the identified needs and issues and evaluate the demand and common perceptions on to car sharing as well as perform a cost-benefit analysis for car sharing.
Objectives
· To identify areas of best practices and determine how car sharing in the UK functions currently. 
· To determine factors affecting the uptake of car sharing among the people of United Kingdom. 
· To assess the feasibility of car sharing and possible economic and environmental repercussions if the service was widely adopted.
· To analyse the level of support offered to car sharing by government policies and regulations.
· To offer a framework for action to the stakeholders to enhance the advancement of car sharing in the UK. 
[bookmark: _Toc172763566]Research Questions
· What are the current trends and practices of car sharing system across the world and how it differs from the situation in the UK?
· What are the key drivers that relate with car sharing adoption among the UK citizens?
· What are the potential economic and environmental implications that are likely to be realized in the UK if large scale car sharing is scaled up?
· What type of rules and policies can governments encourage in relation to car sharing?
· How can stakeholders bring into effect and aggressively propel car sharing in the United Kingdom?
[bookmark: _Toc172763567]Brief Literature Review
Car-sharing has been a subject of extensive research and holds various advantages including, cost effectiveness, environmental friendliness, and improved mobility. There is evidence that car sharing reduces the ownership of personal automobiles which decreases pollution and traffic jam in cities. Several factors may affect car sharing such as, the socioeconomic status of the people, the density of population in the area, accessibility to public transport, and culture regarding the ownership of personal cars (Safdar et al. 2022). 
ALARÇİN and KIRÇOVA 2020 defines the case of the UK, companies such as Zipcar and Enterprise Car Club have established themselves in markets, but they are not as deep as in countries such as Germany or the US. One of the most important factors that can support the car sharing movement is government policies and incentives. This can assist in minimizing barriers to adoption and challenges areas such as infrastructure, regulation and awareness.
From the point of view of Longhi and Nanni 2020, IT application and communication technologies such as mobile application and telematics can greatly improve the overall experience of end-users and organizational performance of car-sharing services. Mobile applications also help in booking, in giving information about the car, and in gaining easy access to the car. Telematics can enhance usage of vehicle tracking, maintenance and management of the owned fleets making car sharing services to run efficiently.
 The literature emphasises the role of a favourable policy environment and the technological factor as key success factors of car sharing. Thus it can be seen that there has been an improvement in the use of car sharing in the UK, however there is still a long way to go for this option to become adopted by all the residents of the country. Understanding the interaction between the different factors that affect adoption will be helpful in identifying strategies to widely apply car sharing. This includes socioeconomic considerations, improved integration of public transportation sector, and the adoption of the modern technology for better experience in car sharing. A detailed and more focused research approach makes it possible for car sharing to make positive contributions towards sustainable urban mobility consumption in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc172763568]Research Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc172763569]Research Methods
To ensure an understanding of large-scale car sharing feasibility in the UK, this research will use both quantitative and qualitative research methods in an attempt to collect enough data for analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc172763570]Qualitative Methods
Survey and focus group will be used to conduct a qualitative study with key stakeholders such as the car service provider and those who may adopt the use of this service. These survey will provide information about the problems and prospects to be faced while enforcing car sharing business and views of the stakeholders regarding policies and legalities being implemented.
[bookmark: _Toc172763571]Quantitative Methods
Quantitative research will use questionnaires administered on a sample of inhabitants of the United Kingdom in order to reveal their perception, inclination and willingness to engage in car sharing. Key areas to be addressed in the survey will include the frequency of car use, perceived benefits and barriers and demographic characteristics in car-sharing initiative.
[bookmark: _Toc172763572]Sample Size and Sampling Method
The quantitative survey will involve 40 participants and each participant shall be selected through the methods of stratified random sampling in an aim of having the demographic characteristics of the participants in terms of age, gender, income, and region. 
[bookmark: _Toc172763573]Data Collection Methods
Survey and focus groups for the quailitative data collection will be used for analysis. The quantitative data will be collected through online survey, through instruments like email and social media platform and the survey will be developed with google form (Ceccato and Diana 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc172763574]Data Analysis
The collected data from the survey will be analyzed using thematic analysis in order to find out more about the patterns and themes found among the responses of the stakeholders. Regarding the data collected through Google Forms, descriptive statistics analysis tools will be used. This will entail descriptive measures like arithmetic mean, median, mode, standard deviation, and graphical presentation of the results in the form of charts and graphs to examine the issues concerning car sharing respondents’ sentiments and inclinations
[bookmark: _Toc172763575]Ethics
This study acknowledges important ethical principles that will lead to a successful conduct of the study and produce an efficient and ethical research. Each participant will be asked to complete and sign a consent form that details the research objectives, participants’ voluntary involvement, the right to withdraw, and the anonymity of responses made by the participants. All collected data will be depersonalized to ensure anonymity and the data storage process will follow the regulation act. Also, the research will follow the norms of ethical research practices of most recognized academic and professional associations.
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Note: This task will not require the budget, all the tools that will be used in the research are free.
Table 1: Activity List
	Task Mode
	Task Name
	Duration
	Start
	Finish
	Predecessors
	Resource Names

	Auto Scheduled
	Project Planning and Preparation
	9 days
	Thu 7/25/24
	Tue 8/6/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Define research objectives and scope
	1 day
	Thu 7/25/24
	Thu 7/25/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Conduct preliminary literature review
	2 days
	Fri 7/26/24
	Mon 7/29/24
	2
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Develop research proposal
	3 days
	Tue 7/30/24
	Thu 8/1/24
	3
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Obtain ethics approval
	1 day
	Fri 8/2/24
	Fri 8/2/24
	4
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Design research methodology
	2 days
	Mon 8/5/24
	Tue 8/6/24
	5
	

	Auto Scheduled
	Data Collection
	13 days
	Wed 8/7/24
	Fri 8/23/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Develop survey questions
	2 days
	Wed 8/7/24
	Thu 8/8/24
	6
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Recruit participants
	3 days
	Fri 8/9/24
	Tue 8/13/24
	8
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Conduct surveys
	2 days
	Wed 8/14/24
	Thu 8/15/24
	9
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Conduct survey with focus groups
	4 days
	Fri 8/16/24
	Wed 8/21/24
	10
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Transcribe interview recordings
	2 days
	Thu 8/22/24
	Fri 8/23/24
	11
	

	Auto Scheduled
	Data Analysis
	11 days
	Mon 8/26/24
	Mon 9/9/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Organize and code qualitative data
	2 days
	Mon 8/26/24
	Tue 8/27/24
	12
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Perform thematic analysis on qualitative data
	3 days
	Wed 8/28/24
	Fri 8/30/24
	14
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Input quantitative data into analysis software
	2 days
	Mon 9/2/24
	Tue 9/3/24
	15
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Conduct descriptive statistical analysis
	2 days
	Wed 9/4/24
	Thu 9/5/24
	16
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Interpret analysis results
	2 days
	Fri 9/6/24
	Mon 9/9/24
	17
	

	Auto Scheduled
	Reporting and Documentation
	10 days
	Tue 9/10/24
	Mon 9/23/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Draft initial report on findings
	2 days
	Tue 9/10/24
	Wed 9/11/24
	18
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Prepare visual representations of data (charts, graphs)
	1 day
	Thu 9/12/24
	Thu 9/12/24
	20
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Write discussion and conclusion sections
	2 days
	Fri 9/13/24
	Mon 9/16/24
	21
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Review and revise report
	3 days
	Tue 9/17/24
	Thu 9/19/24
	22
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Prepare final dissertation draft
	2 days
	Fri 9/20/24
	Mon 9/23/24
	23
	

	Auto Scheduled
	Review and Submission
	6 days
	Tue 9/24/24
	Tue 10/1/24
	
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Submit draft for supervisor feedback
	2 days
	Tue 9/24/24
	Wed 9/25/24
	24
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Incorporate feedback and make revisions
	1 day
	Thu 9/26/24
	Thu 9/26/24
	26
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Proofread and finalize dissertation
	2 days
	Fri 9/27/24
	Mon 9/30/24
	27
	

	Auto Scheduled
	   Submit final dissertation
	1 day
	Tue 10/1/24
	Tue 10/1/24
	28
	



[image: ]
Figure 1: Gantt chart


[bookmark: _Toc172763577]Conclusion
This research proposal seeks to elaborate on a detailed study as to whether this a business model can be widely adopted and deployed in the United Kingdom. Due to its comprehensive approach and involvement of multiple stakeholders, this study aims to contribute to a better understanding of the factors that impact on car sharing adoption, the potential economic and environmental gains from car sharing, and the policies that the government may apply to support this efficient model of urban mobility. The contribution of this research lies in providing insights regarding shared mobility and providing specific actionable insights for stakeholders to improve the existing and future car sharing services in the UK.
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4 Develop research proposal3 days Tue 7/30/24Thu 8/1/24 3
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19 Reporting and 
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21 Prepare visual representations of data (charts, graphs)1 day Thu 9/12/24Thu 9/12/2420

22 Write discussion and conclusion sections2 days Fri 9/13/24 Mon 9/16/2421

23 Review and revise report3 days Tue 9/17/24Thu 9/19/2422

24 Prepare final dissertation draft2 days Fri 9/20/24 Mon 9/23/2423

25 Review and 

Submission

6 days Tue 9/24/24Tue 10/1/24

26 Submit draft for supervisor feedback2 days Tue 9/24/24Wed 9/25/2424
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