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Piaget essay 

This essay will be discussing the ideas of Piaget who is unique and has explored cognitive development and (Lee and Gupta, 2001, p. 6) stated that “Piaget became famous for his claim that children take the long journey to adult knowledge and thinking through stages”, these stages are different from each other.   Lee and Gupta, (2001) stated that the child’s own actions were crucial to development, due to the children being able to learn new things and also to allow the child freedom. Piaget also looks at schemas, and Pritchard (2018) noted that schemas are a pattern of thought or a behavior that organizes information.  The next section will look at how Piaget had an impact on education and to see how it is put into practice.  Teachers were introduced to Piaget’s theory and (Pritchard, 2018, p. 20) also noted that “ teachers are introduced to what is known as his ‘developmental stage’ theory, which sets out age-related developmental stages”.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving onto the four periods that Piaget had in the theory and the first one is sensorimotor and Ault (1997) stated that this is where the child will learn through their senses for an example sucking, observing, reaching out for objects and reflexes. This stage looks at schemas, and where children begin to realize that if objects are not present, they still exist, for an example by hiding something under the blanket the child will lift the blanket and then they will find it, but by hiding it under something else, and the child can not find it, then the child is most likely to go to the place where they seen it last, and if it is not there then the child will assume it has gone.  Lefmann and Combs-Orme (2013) stated that when the child is born their brain weighs around twenty five percent of an adults brain, but in the first three years of that child’s life their brain grows to around ninety percent of an adults brain, this is purely through development and it shows how the first stages of the child’s life is crucial to development and MacBlain (2014) noted that from the moment the child is born they interact with people and the environment they live in.  The second period is preoperational and this is where children explore the physical world they live in and the child’s thinking continues to develop symbolic functioning, and this could be to make one thing represent another when it is not present for an example a plastic tool to represent a real one, this shows that the child can pretend play. MacBlain (2014) noted that language is a great tool to develop and during this stage children develop imagination and symbolic play.  The third period is concrete operational and this is when a child can solve a variety of tasks, and MacBlain (2014) noted that in this stage children have developed to apply logic.  The children at this stage have gained the knowledge that if there is two glasses full of water and then one of the glasses gets tipped into the taller glass, then the child has learnt that there is still the same amount of water, but the glass has changed to a bigger one.   The final period is formal operational and this is when a child shows logical thinking, and is able to solve problems without the object being present, for an example by asking the child if the brown dog is taller than the white dog and the white dog is taller than the grey dog, which dog is the tallest, MacBlain (2014) stated that Piaget believed that at this stage children’s thinking is at it’s highest level.  This process can be seen as a good structure and a negative structure and (Jarvis et al, 2003, p. 34) stated that “Kohlberg regarded Piaget’s stage theory as too simple, and discovered that individuals mix their modes of thought in moral development”.  This can be seen as a issue for children as Piaget’s stages of development were in sections according to the age of the children and in the (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015, p. 2) it states that the Foundation phase is a statutory curriculum and is not grouped by ages, “It encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective”, this shows that the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) stated that children learn better through play, however, Jarvis et al (2003) stated that Kohlberg has six stages of development but do not relate to age, this could be seen as a plus point for Kohlberg as each child learns at different stages, therefore children should not be categorized for their age, for an example a child aged four could have the mental age of a six year old and this could result in the child not being able to move ahead according to their mental age, and to extend their learning. However in the (Foundation Phase, 2015, p. 5) it states that if the child is more able and is working at a higher level then the “schools should provide greater challenge by using material in ways that extend breadth and depth of study and opportunities for independent learning’.    On the other hand, it is more recognizable for the teachers in the setting to know where their pupils are at with age related stages and what targets the children should be meeting, therefore the teacher can provide support if they are not meeting targets at certain areas. The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) is categorized with classes such as nursery, reception, year 1 and year 2, this is very similar to Piaget but without ages.  Jarvis et al (2003) also noted that Fowler’s theory was influenced by both Piaget and Kohlberg and had a very similar stage theory but did not have ages in the theory, the difference between them is that Fowler has a pre-stage which is called infancy.  By looking at these theories Jarvis et al (2003) stated that both Kohlberg and Fowler extended Piaget’s ideas but not a great deal of cognitive development, this shows that what Piaget has done, has made an impact on education and has benefited children, therefore these theorists did not have to amend the cognitive development section of Piaget’s theory.

Piaget had 3 types of processes and these were assimilation, accommodation and equilibrium, with an additional process called disequilibrium, Pritchard (2009) stated that assimilation is the process when a child applies new knowledge to existing knowledge and to understand the new information, for an example a child has been taught by the adult that the square white cooker is not aloud to be touched because it is hot, the child has understood, and is aware that they are not aloud to go near the cooker.   Pritchard (2009) noted that accommodation is the process is when the new knowledge is applied and need to be altered so that the child is able to cope with the change.  For an example, the child knew that the square white cooker was hot and they could not touch, but then went over to the square freezer which is white and called it a ‘cooker’.  This means that the child thinks that anything square and white and is the same size as the cooker will be called a ‘cooker’, the adult has corrected the child saying it is a freezer and that is the cooker because the freezer is cold, and opens the door and there is ice, but then opens the cooker and sees that there is no ice and it is hot, this is a form of visual learning, and the child find’s it hard to deal with it due to the similar shape, and taken to the freezer being a cooker, but then understood that there is a difference.   Pritchard (2009) noted that equilibrium and disequilibrium is the process when the child is able to cope with the new and existing knowledge or not being able to cope with the new information, for an example equilibrium is when the child knows that the freezer is white and the cooker is also white but the objects are different such as the cooker is hot and the freezer is cold, but is able to cope with new information and applying it to existing knowledge, but on the other hand disequilibrium is when some children do not understand that there is a difference because they look the same.                                                                                                                                                       

This section will look at Piaget’s theory in action, and (MacBlain, 2014, p. 43) stated that the teaching in schools must be age and stage appropriate for the children, and that “Piaget later modified his views in acknowledgement of the fact that children develop cognitively at different rates”, the (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015, p. 4) states that “children acquire and develop skills at different rates and must be allowed to develop at their own unique, individual pace”.  It is important to understand that some children are better at different things than others such as ‘child A’ is good at painting, but ‘child B’ is good at dancing, this does not mean that the children are any different but each child is good at their own thing and also to reaching their potential.  The children must have a stimulating environment and Wadsworth (1989) noted that children need a stimulating environment that encounter their senses to be able to develop their cognitive structure.  On the other hand the context is important and Pritchard (2009) stated that if the child is not familiar with the context then it may not run as smoothly, but if the child is familiar with the context then the child is most likely to proceed, this shows that the context is a important part for the child’s learning and for the child to progress further.  Children will go through their stages of development at different times and achieve them when they do, and this is why Pritchard (2009) stated that Piaget’s theory was criticized due to the fact that children do not go through these stages at that exact age. It is important in the classroom that children have the social interaction for them to be able to progress onto different stages of learning and Pritchard (2018) noted that social interaction is effective for the development of understanding.  Children will learn how to think from experience and (Furth and Wachs, 1974, p.11) stated that “intelligence is the product of the innate potential interacting with the environment”, this shows that children need to interact with the environment around them to be able to progress.  Furth and Wachs (1974) also noted that a child will know a lot more than what the child can speak, and this could be because the child is unable to speak what they want to say, or the child may not want to say what they know.   The children’s learning is based around interaction and Furth and Wachs (1974) stated that Piaget’s theory is focused on interaction, and this means that children learn better this way, and to be able to progress.  Piaget’s theory was recognized for thinking activities that are not tied to language, and this is to allow the children to engage in communication, Furth and Wachs (1974) noted that if the child thinks childishly, then Piaget believed that the child would speak like that.

The next section will look at Piaget’s theory in practice today, and the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) noted that the practitioners in the setting must the know the child’s learning style, by having this skill practitioners will be able to plan appropriate tasks that encounter children’s developing needs and the skills that they require to become confident individuals. Gray and MacBlain (2012) noted that Piaget looks at child centered experiments which links to the Foundation Phase Framework, in settings they set out tasks for the children the skill could be hygiene, the (Foundation phase, 2015, p. 10) states that “ children should be given the opportunity to become independent in their personal hygiene needs and to be more aware of personal safety”, a activity could be washing their hands, or brushing their teeth with the brush bus.   By looking at the Foundation Phase Framework, it clearly shows that it is focused on play, and it states in the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) that children develop their thinking skills through planning, developing and reflecting, by doing this it will support the children, Pritchard (2018) stated that Piaget’s theory is about experiments and is based on the child, and that the practitioner is the facilitator for the children.  The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) also looks at  the opportunities that children have to explore such as to explore their senses, an activity could be playing in the garden, smelling flowers, touching mud, hearing birds, see colours and taste different fruit that is growing,  on the other hand Gray and MacBlain (2012) noted that Piaget seen children as young scientists, and this was seen as a criticism for Piaget’s theory, as Piaget’s experiments were based on his three children.  However on the other hand, the language used in Piaget’s theory was seen as to complicated for children, where as in schools now they have The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) on the walls so that children are able to see what their rights are, as the Foundation Phase Framework is based on the UNCRC, but with Piaget’s theory it was seen as too complicated.  In schools now it is focused on the child, the (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015, p. 3) states that it is based on the “holistic development of children and their skills, building on their previous learning experiences and knowledge”.  

To conclude, it becomes clear that Piaget has had an impact on education today, and by looking at the findings above it shows that Piaget’s theory has been adapted and put into practice. By looking at the Foundation Phase it outlines Piaget’s theory and relates to the topics of hands on experiences and learning through play as he believed children learn best that way, on the other hand there is some criticism but overall Piaget is an influential theorist who is unique, and is based around interaction.  
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