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	Criminology
· Critically review the constitutional role of the police in contemporary society and the wider criminal justice system
· Assess the strengths and weakness of different policing models in relation to crime/victimisation and the public and explore crime prevention theories initiates and strategies
· Evaluate the benefits that a greater understanding of sociology and criminology can have on operational policing and decision making
Counter Terrorism 
· Explain the organisational structures and inter-relationships that exist in counter-terrorism policing and the current threats faced by the UK CT network
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Response Policing
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· Explain and employ analytical products provided by intelligence specialists during the course of an investigation
Conducting Investigations 
· Understand the difference between 'volume and priority' crime
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TASK DESCRIPTION




Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:
Analyse why key incidents/events have had a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police
Evaluate the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion and understand and apply key principles of effective community engagement

The first paid police officers started in 1829 in the city of London. They were created by Robert Peelian who was the Home Secretary at the time (The Development of a Police Force - Victorian Crime and Punishment from E2BN, 2021). Peelian’s objective was to prevent crime and disorder. Through this Peelian documented 9 principles (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021) which the police force still adheres to, to this day. In this question I will be focusing on these principles and how in more modern day policing we try and focus on one key principle which is the police are the public and the public are police. What this means is that we are the public and what do we expect and deserve from our local police service.  

When a major incident happens in the community, it sends shockwaves throughout not only the local community but other communities surrounding it. These shock waves cause unrest in the community and develop a lack of trust in the local police force as the public view the police’s job to prevent incidents from occurring in the first place.  Anti-social behaviour is a key indicator that there are issues in the community, or utilising the broken window theory. 

If you refer to the terrible incident with Fiona Pilkington (Fiona Pilkington officers face misconduct proceedings, 2021), she consistently suffered anti-social behaviour events which caused a lot of unnecessary stress on her life which was already difficult enough. The Police were criticised about how they dealt with the reports from Fiona (Fiona Pilkington officers face misconduct proceedings, 2021) about the anti-social behaviour she was receiving. Limited action was taken, and Fiona couldn’t suffer any more. Fiona ended her and her daughter’s life following this. This had a lasting effect on the local community and increased awareness to police and other agencies of the support that is needed, especially for vulnerable people. The faith in the police was affected and this lowered the trust in the police. This event is taught to newly recruited Police Officers to emphasize the danger of not treating incidents like anti-social behaviour seriously enough. What I have learnt from it not only from the story of Fiona, but also my own dealings in anti-social behaviour is that there needs to be aftercare for the victims. The aftercare doesn’t necessarily stay with one victim it could be for a street and not just one person. I have found that if the community knows there is a plan in place, reassurance and guidance can begin to restore their faith in the police and avoid the feelings that Fiona had prior to taking her life.  

It is proactive policing that can discourage this type of anti-social behaviour and also encourage community cohesion. This highlights to the community that anti-social behaviour is not acceptable and that the police and the community don’t accept it. In 2002 under the Police Reform Act 2002, the metropolitan Police introduced a new role within policing called a Police Community Support Officer or PSCO (What is the role of police community support officers?, 2021). Although they don’t have the power of arrest, PSCO’s provide a vital role within the local community. A PSCO’s primary role is to help reduce crime and anti-social behaviour by being a consistent and visible presence on the streets of the community. The PSCO role is to engage with local shops and residents, be a friendly and supportive face where regular officers are dealing with other crimes. 

PSCO’s not only support the local community and add an additional visible presence to the community but they also support regular Police Officers with information they may have gathered on their patrols. PSCO’s are given an individual area and they are able to provide local knowledge to regular Police officers to assist them with warrants and knowledge of the residents. PSCO’s in my experience usually have a more positive reaction from the local public as they see them daily, and provide a consistent face of the Police in that area, as opposed to regular response officers who work shifts and will only meet the community if an incident is happening. 

Because of the PSCO role and the trust they gain of the community, it provides such a beneficial resource and open line to the community that we are trying to police. An example of this in most recent times is the Mayhill riots. The Mayhill riots initially started as a remembrance vigil for a young man who lost his life. This vigil unfortunately involved certain people with different intentions, who turned this vigil into a display that demonstrated not only disrespect to the grieving family but also the local community. 

Certain members of the vigil took it upon themselves to damage the property of others, create fires and cause fear and alarm for the local community. After the incident South Wales Police looked towards the community to provide vital evidence which could outline who was involved in causing the riot and also what they did. South Wales Police put a request to the local community for this information (Williams, 2021). After their request, South Wales Police received 400 pieces of information that were reviewed and assisted with 15 arrests. 

By South Wales Police liaising with the local community via the local PCSO and media, they not only gathered information for the arrests but also opened a line of communication, and showed a level of understanding. South Wales Police have kept the community up to date either via social media (Substantial investigation: 15 people arrested in relation to Mayhill riots, 2021) or their local PSCO. Working with the community and keeping them up to date on what’s happening, they have a direct interest which helps foster a better community engagement.  

Along side a very open way of dealing with these incidents, you also have the Crime commissioner (Police & Crime Plan 2021-2025, 2021). The Crime commissioner is elected by the public and holds the police accountable for the actions in the community. Also published is Police and Crime action plan which is available on the Police and Crime commissioner’s website. 

So how can we continue to maintain community cohesion and effective community engagement? I will refer back to Peelian’s principles (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021). The public are the police and the police are the public. As a police officer, when you are dealing with the community, think what would I want if I lived here from my local police officer or PCSO. Listening to the community and the problems they are having, they may not seem that important, but if there is constant noise going on through the night on a street from one house, which is affecting everyone else’s sleep you need to engage and think what would happen if I can’t sleep for a night. Aim towards a joint resolution, and always have in the back of your head the code of ethics (Code of Ethics | College of Policing, 2021).
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Assess the strengths and weakness of different policing models in relation to crime/victimisation and the public and explore crime prevention theories initiates and strategies

Explain and employ analytical products provided by intelligence specialists during the course of an investigation

In this question I will look to comment on the different policing models such as RAT which is Routine Activity Theory (Routine Activity Theory - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2021) and RCT, which is Routine choice theory (Analysis, 2021). I will look to discuss how using these theories is affected by the political focus which is highlighted by the media at the time in question, for example in the increase of Knife crime (Kirk-Wade and Allen, 2021). 

Preventing crime and understanding criminology has been around since 1829 with the introduction of Peelian’s Principles (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021). If you look at Peelian’s principles (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021), Peelian’s very first principle was to prevent crime and disorder. With this the police have evolved from the first Peelian Principle (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021) and have developed more detailed theories to expand upon it. Such theories are RAT and RCT. 

RAT (Routine Activity Theory - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2021) is aimed at understanding the motivations of criminals, and it explains the theory of why criminals commit crime and the reward that is partnered with it. RAT (Routine Activity Theory - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2021) also focuses on the ease of the criminal committing crime. If you look at Crime Pattern Theory (Crime Pattern Theory, 2021) all crime is either planned, which is where criminals go through the RAT (Routine Activity Theory - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2021) process, or crime occurs because of opportunity. Crime by opportunity involves the RCT (Analysis, 2021) theory.

RCT theory (Routine Activity Theory - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2021) outlines that when criminals are given a choice, they choose to offend. This choice could be impacted by serval different variables, but focusing on criminology, the criminal may choose to offend in an area where the Broken Window Theory (Broken Windows Policing - The Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy (CEBCP), 2021) is in place. The broken window theory in its basic form is that the area may look run down and not covered by law and order. This means the likely-hood of the criminal being caught decreases, albeit the reward may be small. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is where theories like POP or Problem Orientated Policing (Problem-orientated policing, 2021) come into play linking in with the 3rd of Peelian’s Principles (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021) alongside going through the problem analysis triangle or PAT. This is where the police work with the local community to overcome the Broken Window Theory (Broken Windows Policing - The Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy (CEBCP), 2021). The PAT triangle is made up of three sides, Offender, Location and Victim. The idea is that if you either remove the offender which in my opinion can be difficult you are left with target hardening for the location and the victim. 

Location target hardening can be an example of additional police patrols in the area, working with the council to ensure the street is well lit etc. Victim Target hardening can also be via community engagement via the local neighbourhood policing teams and local police forces. Engagement in the community via schools and community centres. 

Victim target hardening has also evolved due to the platform of social media. Social media is assisting police to get their information out into the communities more, focusing social media post and news articles in areas with issues. This co-insides with the fact different policing models are dictated to police by the politics or ‘hot topics’ at the time. The political topics that are published on social media at the time drive the focus of the police force. 

An example of this is knife crime. Knife crime is at the highest it has been in 10 years. (Kirk-Wade and Allen, 2021) There is much publication about criminals going around with knives with which they intend to either hurt the public or cause disorder. An example of this is the murder of Lee Rigby (Woolwich attack first UK murder to be transmitted 'live' on internet, 2021). This happened back in 2013 and the image of Michael Adebolajo with his hands covered in blood and holding a knife is something I personally think back to when a knife is mentioned. There are other incidents and media articles but for me personally none more harrowing than this one. 

The media portrayed this murder in news articles and since then knife crime has increased. The focus on knife crime had in turn equally been highlighted with Police forces around the UK implementing operations where they attempt to remove knives from the streets. An example of this is Op Spector (South Wales Police, 2021) which focuses on encouraging the community to give knives in. A question I ask myself though, if knife crimes were not so heavily published in the media, then would these additional measures be required. 

County lines and modern day slavery has dramatically increased (County Lines exploitation: applying All Our Health, 2021). With statics from the government saying that there has been an 807% increase for referred children for support in relation to modern day slavery, yet this isn’t focused in the media, but has been dramatized in television series (Top Boy | Netflix Official Site, 2021). Because the politicians aren’t talking about this in well advertised media application, there isn’t the focus on the children from county lines or MDS (Modern day slavery). This isn’t to say that knife crime isn’t important but these children are being brought up in conditions going back to RAT and they don’t know any different, the question I ask myself is are they the new generation that will be carrying knives for protection against other drug dealers. Are they the generation that know the wrong crowd and carry a knife to prevent them from being hurt or stabbed. 

To summarise, the theories that make up criminology like RAT, RCT, POP and Broken window theory are very good preventative measures and good for analysis.  Preventative measures through analysis is in my opinion a better way of policing instead of the firefighting we are currently doing out on the streets. This is because, I have witnessed this first hand, there aren’t enough Police Officers on the streets to provided that visible target hardening. To refer back to Peelian’s Principle (The Peelian Principles | UW Police, 2021) number three, we are directed where the government wants our focus to be, but are we focusing on the wrong area. Knife crime is up, but the future generation crime (MDS and county lines) is also up and these children are our future, surely, this is an area to focus efforts on as a preventive measure instead of firefighting the problems that has been generated in years to come.
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Critically review key issues relating to the complexity and challenges of operational policing, review examples of critical and major incidents and analyse the role of the police within a joint emergency services operation to establish ‘best practice’. 

In operational policing you encounter a variety of the community that your police. Each member of the public is different; however, when you are assigned an incident you automatically start to form some sort of unconscious bias (Howard, 2021). This is part of the first stage of the National Decision Model or NDM (National Decision Model, 2021) which is, gather information and intelligence. In this question, I will also look at unconscious bias and how ensuring in policing you adhere to the Code of Ethics (Code of Ethics | College of Policing, 2021) prior to dealing with any type of incident. I will look at how by following important key steps you can ensure you police major incidents effectively. 

When attending an incident, you start the NDM model and start to gather information and intelligence (National Decision Model, 2021). In my experience when an incident is reported, an accurate risk assessment needs to be completed on it, so that the correct emergency response is requested. To complete that risk assessment, the police and other organisation use the acronym METHANE (Major Incident Management (METHANE) - First Aid Training Cooperative, 2021). This acronym is used to complete a risk assessment and arrange for additional services to be requested if needed. M, standards for Major incident declared. A major incident is where all of the emergency services are required to help combat and support the individuals involved. This is like the bombing in the Arianna Grande concert (What to Know About the Explosion at Ariana Grande's Manchester Concert, 2021) all services were needed in this event. 

The E, stands for the exact location the incident has happened. This is especially important if you have to close roads off, or appoint a designated location for an air ambulance. Having a designated area where the wounded can be treated, and worried members of public can go is important as it stops them from entering into the incident which could still be potentially dangerous. T is for the type of incident. In the Arianna Grande concert (What to Know About the Explosion at Ariana Grande's Manchester Concert, 2021) it was a suicide bomber who killed 22 people and injured countless others, also causing damage to cars and buildings.  H is for hazards, now this could mean an array of hazards, some more obvious hazards like an undetonated bomb, a large fire or equally so another suicide bomber that could be waiting to complete a second detonation. 

A is for access, what access route are available in and out of the scene, could a CAP (PSNI, 2021) or common approach path be created for an obscure way in and out of the scene. In the Arianna example this wouldn’t have been feasible as members of the public were running scared and confused so any type of forensic value could have been contaminated. Ensuring that there is clear unobstructed access is vital for any causalities to be transported to the nearest ambulance or air ambulance, at the end of the day a police officer’s first and foremost role is to protect and preserve life. N is for the number of casualties. Identifying those that are in most need is vital to ensure the people who are badly hurt are seen to straight away and the walking wounded know where they need to go for treatment. E is for the different type of emergency services required. In the Arianna concert, the responding emergency services were made up of fire, ambulance, police etc. They all worked in a multi-agency strategy to ensure the incident was dealt with appropriately.

I mentioned earlier about CAP (PSNI, 2021) and creating one to prevent any loss of any forensic evidence. It is important when you go to a different type of incident say for example a critical incident like terrible incident that happened to Julie James (Julia James death: Man charged with murder of police community support officer in Kent, 2021). This type of critical incident would require a CAP (PSNI, 2021) to ensure all forensic value is preserved but also keeping in mind Locards theory (Trace Evidence: Principles, 2021). Knowing that every contact leaves a trace, encourages me to ensure I use best evidence gathering practises such as wearing gloves when collecting evidence and sealing the bags there and then. Ensuring the bag is timed and dated and a description is on the bag of where the sample was found and also what it is. Taking a picture of the evidence in situ before seizing the evidence is also important. Liaising with the Crime scene investigators especially with an incident likes Julia’s is important. 

Putting best practise like CAP (PSNI, 2021) and ensuring you gather evidence using gloves to prevent Locards theory (Trace Evidence: Principles, 2021), all forms part of the Golden hour principle (Loveridge-Greene, 2021). Gathering evidence during the Golden hour (Loveridge-Greene, 2021) at any incident is important, especially for something like what happened to Julia. You run through the NDM (National Decision Model, 2021) and gather the information and develop this into intelligence. While gathering information you also need to ensure that while gathering this information you are not affected by unconscious bias(Howard, 2021). 

There are 13 variations of unconscious bias. You need to live your code of ethics (Code of Ethics | College of Policing, 2021) so when you are at a scene you take everyone’s information and you speak to everyone. You don’t avoid taking someone’s information or a statement from someone because from the outside they look innocent or out of place. 

When dealing with any incident regardless of the degree you need to ensure you complete a through risk, threat harm analysis on the incident itself via your NDM (National Decision Model, 2021). Once that is completed and it is safe and secure not only for you and your colleagues, but the public and other agencies like the ambulance you can then use METHANE (Major Incident Management (METHANE) - First Aid Training Cooperative, 2021) to help direct and provide some order to the chaos that could be the incident you are policing. The public look to the police to be the calm in the storm to provide clear and concise direction on what’s going to happen, when and where. Why and how the community are going to recover from this. By using METHANE, NDM, CAP and thinking about golden hour principles as a baseline of policing any incident, the incident itself can be controlled and policed in my opinion in a very effective way. 
Word count – 993

Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Analyse the potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality and discuss how policing the roads assist in counter terrorism investigation

Road have been in the United Kingdom since the Romans first came here. The Romans added roads to the UK for the purpose of efficiently moving their military across the country. It is no wonder that roads have evolved and increased over time. Now however, the roads are built for people to efficiently get to around the country (Roads | British History Online, 2021). 


The United Kingdom is made up of a Strategic Road Network or SRN (Asset.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2021). This SRN (Asset.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2021) is made up of many different types of roads from motorways to A roads. People use the SRN to commute to work, to go on holiday, companies use this to further their business and transport goods across the country. Unfortunately, criminals also see SRN (Asset.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2021) as an easy route to transport illegal products such as drugs and people. 


Looking at criminal activity involving the transport of drugs across the United Kingdom, also referred to as County Lines (What Is County Lines? | The Children's Society, 2021). This is where say for example drugs are bought into the country from Dover, the drug is then mixed with other materials to create more of it and it is then divided up and sold to more local dealers in the area. The drugs now need to get from Dover to a local dealer say for example in Swansea. How does the original dealer get this drug to their local dealer in Swansea undetected? 


If you look at the transport from Dover to Swansea (Rome2rio.com, 2021). Via a train it would be 4 hours and 39 minutes costing anything from £103 to £149. A bus would be a lot cheaper with ticket prices ranging from £24 to £32; however, the time for travel using the bus is 9 hours and 36 minutes. Not the most efficient way to get across the country and then return. Both public transports are also prone to delays. So, the most efficient way in time to get from Dover to Swansea is to drive 264 miles across the country which will take you around 4 hours and 23 minutes with an average fuel cost of £40 to £60. The person could drive to Swansea and back to Dover in the same time it would take someone to catch a bus to Swansea. Traveling this journey frequently and visiting these types of locations, information can be gathered about the vehicle they are using to drive and transport the drugs. The registration, make and model can be given in as information. This information can be gathered by local officers that are aware of activities that go on in a particular house, it could come from the local neighbourhood policing team. It could also come from other places such as crimes stoppers and local members of the public.  


This information would then need to be sanitized using the NIM model also known as the National Intelligence model (Local.gov.uk, 2021). This checks the validity of the information and ensures that the information is valid. Once this information has been sanitized it can be turned into intelligence. This intelligence can then be shared with other police forces that it effects. 


Using ANPR (Automatic number plate recognition) technology (What is ANPR and how does it work? | RAC Drive, 2021) this can track the vehicle in question’s number plate as it uses the SRN (Asset.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2021). The ANPR operator will notify the local police that this vehicle in question/of interest about its last location. This information will read something like ‘this vehicle hit ANPR camera on westbound, junction 47 at 13:30’. This can prompt local Road Policing officers to monitor or track the vehicle and position themselves in waiting for the vehicle in question. 


The registration plates can also be placed with markers attached to them. These markers will return information if a check is completed on the car to return intelligence that the car could be being used in the transport of drugs across county lines and a stop search/stop check would be beneficial should a police officer stop the vehicle. If the vehicles are stopped before it reaches its Swansea destination, then this interrupts the flow of drugs from in this case Dover to Swansea. 


The revenue from the sale of illegal drugs can then be used to fund other illegal activities such as terrorism (Uwe-repository.worktribe.com,  2021). Terrorism hit an all-time high in 2018 (Operation of police powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 and subsequent legislation: Arrests, outcomes, and stop and search Great Britain, year ending March 2021, 2021); however, since then terrorism has started to decrease. This could be because of a number of factors, but one more recent factor is COVID 19. 


There was a nationwide lock down in March 2020, which saw people being told to stay at home and the road traffic dramatically decreased (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2021). This meant that there weren’t opportunities for traveling from for example Dover to Swansea. There were roadside checks being completed to ensure people who were driving on the road were driving for a specified purpose, like medical appointments or to get food shopping. If the journey wasn’t necessary, then people were being told to turn around and, in some cases, fined. Transporting drugs across the country doesn’t constitute as a necessary journey and this is why I believe from reading the documents in my bibliography that terrorism or at least an avenue of funding terrorism like county lines has decreased. 


As the world is changing and evolving, local law enforcement and councils needs to stay ahead of the trend and use the technology out there to help improve the roads policing. ANPR is great technology but only goes off a registration plate. One way of evolving this is automatic facial recognition or AFR (UK’s facial recognition technology ‘breaches privacy rights’, 2021). AFR will take a picture of you and that picture will scan through databases, much like ANPR, it will then retrieve a hit if there is a marker against your face. There is a lot of controversy regarding AFR and people have said that it is against a person’s human rights. However, with criminals are always looking at ways to avoid detection. The motorways are in my opinion the quickest way to get from one side of the country to the other; however, what about getting from one county to another county. A vehicle being driven from one county to the next frequently could look to flag on the APNR camera, but a cyclist who uses a pushbike through the A roads everyday wouldn’t. With AFR camera situated at key points could monitor and track movements of people not using vehicles to transport drugs but using other methods of transport.
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