Workshop – West meets East - The Fabulous and Exotic in Rome

This workshop will examine the goods, objects, animals and various items brought from India to the Mediterranean world and the manner in which they impacted on different aspects of Roman society. This includes the contexts in which they were used, how they were perceived and judged, and the reactions that they provoked. I have given a number of articles and sections from modern scholarship below which you should consult when making notes to the questions set.

Questions:
1) In what contexts were Indian Ocean commodities being used in Roman society? Which aspects of society appear to be most obviously impacted upon?

2) What value did the exotic have in Roman society?

3) What value did Indian commodities have in term of Roman rhetoric? 

4) How easy is it to categorise these goods, objects, items? What are the advantages and limitations of regarding some of these items as “social necessities”?
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