Theatre Review Of Twelfth Night
Twelfth Night is play of comedy that focuses on a number of themes throughout: love, gender roles and self identity. The play’s plot follows Viola who has just been in a shipwreck and mourns her twin brother who she thinks has perished in the wreck. Washed up in a foreign land, she decides it would be best if she disguises herself as a man (Cesario) in order to find a job. She then falls for her boss, Duke Orsino who is in love with Olivia, a noble woman who has sworn off all men for the next 7 years to mourn her dead brother. Viola is tasked with the job of  convincing Olivia to fall for Orsino, instead, Olivia in turn falls for Viola in her disguise as Cesario, meanwhile, Orsino is also falling for Viola though he thinks she is a man. Humorous to say the least.  In the end Viola marries Orsino who is pleased to find that she is actually a woman and Olivia marries Viola’s twin brother Sebastian, who has survived the shipwreck, thinking that he is Cesario due to their resemblance. 
The central theme of the play is love. It is highlighted throughout the production of the play. It is explored in a way that breaks social norms and is also used as a tool to generate humour throughout the play. The playwright achieves this by presenting characters that seems to be in constant search for love and  would do anything to attain it. For example. Viola’s act of disguising herself as a man to better navigate a foreign land. She then gains the love of Duke Orsino, who falls deeply for her without knowing she’s a woman. Which is a completely new bowl of emotions for Orsino being a straight man seeking the love of a woman (Olivia) meanwhile, Olivia gains the affection of yet another, Viola, who falls for her male disguise. The fact that both Orsino and Olivia fall for Viola thinking that she’s someone else shows that the playwright portrays love as very fragile and can be easily reformed leading to an outcome that is out of the norm for both parties.
 On the other hand, love is also used to generate humour throughout the production; for example, when Malvolio makes a fool of himself in hopes of gaining Olivia’s heart, and also when Olivia asked Sebastian to marry her thinking that he is Cesario (Viola). Overall love is viewed as a treasure sought by many characters in the play, it changes some characters’ perspective of love while leaving others hating it. The production’s take of love leaves the audience with a different mindset of love also. The message that may be taken away is that ‘love is love’, it doesn’t matter who you are there’s always someone for you who falls for who you are on the inside regardless of looks or status.

In addition to love, gender roles presents itself as another prominent theme in the play. This is evident where Viola  disguises herself as a man since she deems it easier to exist in society in that way. By doing this she gets a front row seat to explore the roles men and women play in society. The director uses costumes to help deliver this message, for example, a beautiful gown on a female character signifies that she is woman of great stature, while a mediocre gown may signify a lower class. Viola, a woman dressed as a man but still is able to do a man’s job and keep her true identity hidden proves that gender norms are a thing of fiction, and what a man can do a woman can also do just as good. 
Viola’s experience also highlights the theme of identity. It impacts her view of herself by helping her to appreciate her personal traits apart from her initial gender by the fact that she is able to successfully operate under the guise of a man and to the point where both a male and a female fall in love with her. This helps the viewers to realise that identity doesn’t take gender into account. Additionally, it sheds light on the fact that society tends to put certain limitations on persons because of a gender. However, Viola’s experience helps us to understand that identity is who you are on the inside rather than the outside.

The comedy of the play is by far my favourite aspect. The director as well as the actors did a great job of delivering it to the audience. Feste is my favourite character because he is very smart and equally witty. I enjoyed the scene where he convinces Olivia that she is the fool instead of him for mourning someone who she thinks is in heaven. The actors were phenomenal at delivering the comedic elements of the play. The use of facial expression, dialect and costumes really helped in delivering the comedy to the audience. The comedic elements of the play are used to help the audience to  understand the characters better, their motives and relationships. In other words, it helps to shorten the understanding gap of the play for the audience. 

The production of the twelfth night was flawless, the stage layout complemented the actors skills to bring the play to life. One thing I did notice, is that in one of the scenes Mary was holding a candle lit with real flames and theatre rules usually stipulate that having real flames or weapons or sharp objects as props are hazardous and thus prohibited on stage.
Regardless, the set was designed in a way that accentuates love; it wasn’t to overcrowded with props nor did it have too much going on in my opinion. This allowed the audience to focus more on the acting and no get distracted by stray objects. The talented cast helped to bring the characters alive with humour, wit and emotional depth. One of my favourite scenes was when Orsino was trying to navigate his feelings for Viola (Cesario), he was grabbing her sensually, albeit awkwardly, confusedly but with a certain surety and this reminded me of the phrase ‘how can something so wrong feel so good’. The costumes were a plus as well. They were accurate to the time period of the play, giving the audience a feel of what it was like back then.
Overall the actors did a great job when it came to emphasising the themes of the play. The director did a great job with balance, meaning, the serious themes of love, identity and gender roles were emphasised but the comedic aspect did not suffer as a result. It was a great watch in my honest opinion. 
