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This dissertation will look at the effect on the Beijing population from the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. The summer 2008 Olympic Games were held in China’s capital of Beijing, meant that China opened its doors to the world and aimed to make for a world united Games. This research will look at how the games brought vast employment opportunities and welcomed cultures and people from around the world into Beijing. However, there were detrimental effects on some local Beijing residents when plans for the games meant the destruction of over 1 million homes. By exploring books, news reports, articles and interviews I will aim to better understand what holding the Games meant for the people of Beijing, coming to the conclusion that even though the games brought a vast amount of opportunity for many Chinese residents, these opportunities were short term, as the end of the games marked the end of many opportunities throughout the city and surrounding areas.
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introduction 

[image: ]The research question I have chosen to tackle is ‘What were the effects on the Beijing population from the 2008 Olympic Games?’ I chose this research question because from an early age I was fascinated by China, in the culture, the food, and the language. It wasn’t until watching the 2008 Olympic opening ceremony that I my interest in the games started; watching the 2008 Games at home with my family was not for the sporting events but more for the culture and surroundings, which got me hooked. Some years later, during a 2 year stay in China I had the opportunity to visit the iconic Olympic stadiums, the ‘Birds Nest’ and the ‘Water Cube’ in 2014, and from there my interest only grew. As well as this, in a previous research project I had the opportunity to research the pollution in China and this led me to an article on how Beijing tackled it pollution problem for the Olympics; because of this is I then looked further into the Olympics and the knock-on effects for the people. Thus I chose this research question to get more information into the background of the Games, not just what was seen on the television but the impact the Games had on the local Beijing people, and whether the people of Beijing felt pride for the Games or whether they were left feeling alienated in their own city. Figure 2- Beijing’s Olympic Stadiums, ‘The Birds Nest and The Water Cube (picture take by Author)

In this body of work I will look at China, in particular Beijing and the effects that came alongside hosting such a multi-cultural international sporting event. My work will look briefly at China as a whole and Beijing as the host city of the games; I will look at how China was seen on the world platform before the Games and how it coped with the world’s eyes turning to them and the capital. I will examine whether or not the Games were a success that gave back to the country, or whether it was a way for China to redeem themselves on the world platform. I will also be looking at whether China will take into consideration the successes and failures and apply the knowledge they have from the 2008 to the upcoming 2022 Winter Olympics[footnoteRef:1]. An astonishing 44 billion dollars was spent on the preparations for the 2008 Games[footnoteRef:2], but was the money spent on improving the city with long term improvements that will be sustained, or was it just a very expensive makeover that would not be sustains in the years following the Games? What benefit did the Olympics provide for the Beijing people? I will focus heavily on how the local community was affected in the lead up to the games, and if they continued to feel the effect of the Games in the years that followed. Using articles, reports, interviews, statistics and some personal experiences I aim to understand the people’s thoughts toward the games, how they felt about their city being host to the games, if the people saw the games as an opportunity to show pride for the country or whether it was a big show at the cost of the people.  [1: International Olympic Committee. (2018). 2022 Olympics - Next Winter Olympic Games | Beijing 2022. [online] Available at: https://www.olympic.org/beijing-2022 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [2:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING: RECORDS, MASCOTS, MONEY, TRAGEDIES, MEDIA AND AFTERWARDS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item1011.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

The research will be split into different sub headings, and follow in a chronological way, looking at the effects on employment, the environment and the health of the people and the communities within Beijing, and how the people of Beijing had to accommodate. Even though the main body of the research will be regarding the community and the effects on the people, this may lead to issues that are effecting the economy and the environment and I will discuss the negative and positive impacts.  I will focus on different problems that had to be addressed before the Games, such as the pollution problem in Beijing that affected the people living in Beijing day to day. This paper will analyse how the problems that China had and / or still has were tackled to begin with, and how successful the projects were. I will also look past the 2008 Games to how the problems stand now, in particular the potential social problems and what this meant for the local people, and other aspects such as how Beijing prepared for the sudden increase in people visiting the city. As well as this, a major aspect that plays a part in each topic is money, and the money invested into not only the Games themselves but into Beijing as capital and China as a country in order to reach the standards the Chinese government wanted for the games. The main aim is to discuss the positive and the negatives from the Games, and whether it was a drain on the community that brought no real benefit to the country, or was it a success in bettering people’s quality of life, making Beijing a cleaner more inviting city.

background 

Firstly, a brief background into the Olympics themselves and China’s history in the Olympics. The summer Olympics (games of the Olympiad) is a competition between a collections of a nation’s top athletes in sporting prowess held every four years[footnoteRef:3]. During the games, athletes from different countries compete with each other in different sporting events for first, second and third place. The first official games was held on April the 6th 1896 in Athens, Greece[footnoteRef:4] where James Connolly from America became the first modern Olympic champion after winning the triple jump. The tradition of giving gold silver and bronze medals to the top placed three then began in 1904[footnoteRef:5] and since then the competitiveness has grown. To date there have been 28 summer Olympic games every four year apart form 1916,  1940 and 1944 due to the world wars [footnoteRef:6].  [3:  Guttmann, A. (2002). The Olympics, a history of the modern games. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.]  [4:  held, F. (2018). First modern Olympics is held - Apr 06, 1896 - HISTORY.com. [online] HISTORY.com. Available at: https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-modern-olympics-is-held [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [5:  Guttmann, A. (2002). The Olympics, a history of the modern games. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.]  [6:  Halsbury.com. (2018). How Did War Affect the Olympics? | Halsbury Travel Ltd. [online] Available at: http://www.halsbury.com/history/news/how-did-war-affect-the-olympics [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

China’s history in the Olympics had a slow start: the first official Chinese athlete ever to go to the Olympics was Lui Chang Chun who attended the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics[footnoteRef:7]. Lui Chang Chun was the only Chinese athlete that participated in those games, he travelled for almost a month to arrive at the Games in the USA even though he had no idea where he was going or even where America was. He failed to qualify any of the events he set out to participate in, even though his record times run back in China would have been enough to qualify on the day[footnoteRef:8], but due to the long distance he travelled Liu was unable to perform to his best ability and failed to qualify, meaning he returned empty handed. This shows that even though the Olympic Games were not the dream of many in China, there was a small part of the Chinese population that had that ambition, leading to what is in today’s society a country-wide dream shared by millions. China then had to wait several more years until they were to win their first Olympic medal. In the following Games in 1936, China sent 69 athletes to compete in Berlin[footnoteRef:9] where the Games were being held; even though that time China had more representation they failed yet again to win a medal. After China’s participation in the 1952 Helsinki Olympics they pulled out and didn’t participate in another Olympics again until 1984; this was due to disagreements with the IOC regarding other countries taking part in the Games. Due to the IOC recognition of Taiwan (who called themselves the Republic of China) [footnoteRef:10]and the refusal to ban them from the Games, China did not intend on going to any Olympics up until 1980. During that year China had trained and was planning on attending the Games, however China joined America in their protest of the Soviet Union and did not turn up to the 1980 Games in Moscow[footnoteRef:11]. China then made an impressive comeback to the games in Los Angeles, where they won their first ever gold medal as well as another 31 metals in gold, silver and bronze and finished an impressive 4th on the leader board[footnoteRef:12]. Coming back into the Games, China had a slogan: “Break out of Asia and advance on the world[footnoteRef:13]” - China burst [image: ]back into the Olympic playing ground and left an impression.  [7:  Liang, L. (2007). He Zhenliang and China's Olympic dream. Beijing: Foreign Languages Press.]  [8:  Liang, L. (2007). He Zhenliang and China's Olympic dream. Beijing: Foreign Languages Press.]  [9:  Hays, J. (2018). Olympics | China | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [10:  Hays, J. (2018). Olympics | China | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [11:  Hays, J. (2018). OLYMPICS AND CHINA: HISTORY, THE COMMUNIST PARTY, PROJECT 119, AND PERFORMANCE IN PAST OLYMPICS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item275.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [12:  Hays, J. (2018). Olympics | China | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [13:  Xu, G. (2008). Olympic dreams. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.] 






Figure 3- Olympic summer Games table (total medals won) from 1896 to 2016.



Over the duration of China’s participation in the Olympic Games they have won a total of 543 medals (minus any medal disallowed due to doping) making them 7th in the overall leader board[footnoteRef:14]. It is, however, worth noting that after missing several years of Olympic Games, China would not be expected to have as many medals as other countries that have participated in 17 or 18 more Games than China.[footnoteRef:15] Taking into consideration the number of games a country has participated in, China having only competed in around ten Olympic Games, this means that statistically China on average is one of the top performing countries. This is due to China’s push and drive to be the best: once having a taste for the Games China encouraged its people to strive for the best and to push to make the Olympic Dream possible.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Figure 3.]  [15:  Figure 3]  [16:  Hays, J. (2018). Olympics | China | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 


bidding for the Games

It was not until the lead up to the 2000 Olympic Games that China first showed interest in hosting the games. China attempted to become host for the 2000 Olympic Games but lost out to Sydney by the small margin of just two votes[footnoteRef:17]; some people believe this was down to China’s human rights record[footnoteRef:18]. China stopped at nothing in order to impress the IOC, to the extent that on the evening before the IOC was due to visit, Beijing underwent a massive clean-up of the city and its image. Political prisoners were released to show good faith. Stray dogs were killed so they were not on the streets of the city; street children and homeless people were taken out of the city, also fines for spitting were issued, pot holes were filled, squatter’s shacks and sheds were demolished and torn down, and thousands of people had their heating and hot water turned off so the pollution in the city was less visible[footnoteRef:19]. As well as all this, one homeless man was allegedly beaten to death on the streets of Beijing (reasons unsure).[footnoteRef:20] In its efforts to make the city presentable for the IOC, it could be said that the government went about these decisions with no regard for the people that would be affected, bringing into question the human rights of those that were in the city, a problem that was an initial concern expressed by several IOC members.[footnoteRef:21] Also to truck those less fortunate out of the city as one would close the door on a problem (as opposed to tackling it) could be seen as a ‘quick fix’ and an abuse of power. Regardless of China’s efforts however, they were unsuccessful in their bid for the games. For the following Games in 2004 China did not attempt at the bid to be host of those games but instead opted to wait until the 2008 Games to make their next bid. They did not try for the 2004 Games because of China’s superstitions around certain numbers: the number ‘4’ is considered a very unlucky number in Chinese culture[footnoteRef:22], this is because the number four in Chinese 四 is pronounced as ‘si’ which is very similar to the pronunciation of the Chinese for death 死which is also si.  This contributed to some of the reasons why China did not apply for the games in 2004 and waited for 2008,  because in Chinese culture the number ‘8’ is considered a very lucky number, meaning that many Chinese people gave extra support for the 2008 bid. The number 8 is considered lucky because in Chinese culture the number eight in Chinese is ‘ba’ 八 which is similar sounding to 發 fa meaning ‘to prosper’; also 88 is considered lucky as it looks like the Chinese characters for double joy.[footnoteRef:23] [17:  Hays, J. (2018). Olympics | China | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [18:  Telegraph.co.uk. (2008). Beijing Olympics; Human rights abuses getting worse. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2469078/Beijing-Olympics-Human-rights-abuses-getting-worse.html [Accessed 18 May 2018].]  [19:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING AND POLITICS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item406.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [20:  Worden, M., Tong, B., Ching, F., Cohen, J. and Worden, M. (2014). China's Great Leap. New York, USA: Seven Stories Press]  [21:  Telegraph.co.uk. (2008). Beijing Olympics; Human rights abuses getting worse. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2469078/Beijing-Olympics-Human-rights-abuses-getting-worse.html [Accessed 18 May 2018].]  [22:  Syau, J. (2018). Lucky and Unlucky Chinese Numbers. [online] Blog.tutorming.com. Available at: http://blog.tutorming.com/expats/lucky-and-unlucky-chinese-numbers [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [23:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING AND POLITICS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item406.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

In order for Beijing to host the games they would have to apply and complete several different application processes and then be chosen by the IOC to become the next host city. This process is long and takes almost a year to complete[footnoteRef:24]. The host cities are chosen 7 years before the Games they are attempting to be host cities of. In the different steps that need to be completed before being chosen as hosts, each applicant city must show that they are capable of hosting the games and have sufficient support from the people.[footnoteRef:25] Firstly, is the proposed city a big enough city to host such a big international event? With each games comes a huge increase in tourism, athletes and press, therefore a host city must show that they are equipped to deal with such an increase and can accommodate such a flood of people. Also they must show that they have the facilities to host the high number of people that will require hotels restaurants of a high quality[footnoteRef:26]. Secondly, the cities need to show that the local people support the bid, they must show support for the massive financial burden that the Olympics expects: this is one of the most important parts of the application process.[footnoteRef:27]Without the support of the people it unlikely that a city would be chosen. Thirdly, a city must show that there is a positive media presence that can be maintained throughout. Phase one of the entire process is putting a name in to the IOC to be considered as an “Applicant City”[footnoteRef:28], from there applicant cities must complete a questionnaire for the IOC Executive Board. This questionnaire aims its questions at 6 different themes such as the city’s motivation, concept, and support by the masses and other topics[footnoteRef:29]. Then out of all the applicants that are submitted by a certain date (for example for the 2008 Olympics applicants had to be in by the 20th of June 2000), a shortlist is compiled of the potential candidates and these then go on to phase two. For the 2008 Olympics there were a total of ten countries that applied, and a short list of 5 cities went on to phase two[footnoteRef:30]. In phase two the cites have to give a ten minute presentation in front of the IOC Executive Board, submit a candidate file that consisted of 149 Questions across 18 different themes, be host to the Evaluation Commission for a 4 day visit to the city and finally provide a non-refundable deposit of $150,000 (this deposit is an attempted to discourage any cities that are not able to meet the criteria and the commitment[footnoteRef:31].  In this case from mid-February through till mid-April the IOC evaluation committee went on city visits to the different countries in order to evaluate the cities’ capability to be host cities. Then on the 13 of July 2001, ten and half months after the first application the IOC all voted in Moscow and China became the winning hosts for the 2008 Olympics, China received 56 votes, Toronto Paris and Istanbul received 22, 18 and 9 votes[footnoteRef:32]. Back in China the nation seemed over joyed at the news and many local people took to the streets with flags in celebration of the country’s success, and in the days that followed China’s capital celebrated with fireworks and lasers which lit up the sky. A huge 95 percent of the Chinese public were in support of Beijing’s bid[footnoteRef:33] so the majority of the people were pleased with the news.  [24:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING AND POLITICS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item406.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [25:  Fmprc.gov.cn. (2018). Beijing's bid for 2008 Olympic Games. [online] Available at: http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ce/cegv/eng/premade/13643/position.htm [Accessed 18 May 2018].]  [26:  International Olympic Committee. (2018). Olympic Games Candidature Process. [online] Available at: https://www.olympic.org/all-about-the-candidature-process [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [27:  International Olympic Committee. (2018). Olympic Games Candidature Process. [online] Available at: https://www.olympic.org/all-about-the-candidature-process [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [28:  OLYMPIC CHARTER. (2007). [eBook] Switzerland: International Olympic Committee. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20110723070003/http://multimedia.olympic.org/pdf/en_report_122.pdf [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [29:  International Olympic Committee. (2018). Olympic Games Candidature Process. [online] Available at: https://www.olympic.org/all-about-the-candidature-process [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [30:  International Olympic Committee. (2018). Olympic Games Candidature Process. [online] Available at: https://www.olympic.org/all-about-the-candidature-process [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [31:  Teachers activity guide]  [32:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING AND POLITICS | Facts and Details. [online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item406.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [33:  ] 


prepArations 

After it was announced that China would be host for the first time in history to the 2008 Olympic Games, plans, projects and preparations were set in motion immediately. The work went into preparing for what was without a doubt a fantastic display of power and ingenuity, which resulted in an impressive Beijing Olympic experience. This was to be the biggest event that they had played host to in their history after hosting the Asian Games in 1990[footnoteRef:34], so in no time designs were drawn up for new stadiums, sporting venues, hotels, restaurants and so on. There were to be a total of 31 new venues constructed[footnoteRef:35] as well as a new press centre that was at the centre of the action during the 16 days of the Olympics. In order to complete these new stadiums, to clean up Beijing and bring it to the standard that China wanted to display, the 2008 Olympics cost China a total of 44 billion dollars[footnoteRef:36], making it the most money ever spent on a summer Olympics (the most expensive games being the 2014 Sochi Winter Games in Russia where 51 billion dollars was spent[footnoteRef:37]). These games were considered by many as the most successful games of all time. But what did that mean for Beijing and the people of Beijing? [34:  ]  [35:  ]  [36:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING: RECORDS, MASCOTS, MONEY, TRAGEDIES, MEDIA AND AFTERWARDS | Facts and Details. [Online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item1011.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [37: Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING: RECORDS, MASCOTS, MONEY, TRAGEDIES, MEDIA AND AFTERWARDS | Facts and Details. [Online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item1011.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

In the 7 years that led to the games there was a huge effort put into getting China and mainly Beijing ready for the summer of 2008, preparations included building the stadiums and other venues, a massive renovation of the transport systems including the metro system and bus fleet, and there were upgrades in the heating systems and electrical generators across the city.[footnoteRef:38] Millions of dollars were spent on the revamp of many public facilities such as the public toilets, and billions of dollars spent on tackling the pollution problem in the city.[footnoteRef:39] All the plans put in place by the government would have an impact on the community and the people living in and around Beijing. The build up to the games saw a mixed range of feelings, but with an overall sense of nationalism, most people felt triumph and pride for the country and newspaper headlines reflected this: “Smiles Everywhere, Joy Ignites” is a headline that plastered the front page of Beijing Morning post[footnoteRef:40]. [38:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING: RECORDS, MASCOTS, MONEY, TRAGEDIES, MEDIA AND AFTERWARDS | Facts and Details. [Online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item1011.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [39:  Hays, J. (2018). 2008 OLYMPICS IN BEIJING: RECORDS, MASCOTS, MONEY, TRAGEDIES, MEDIA AND AFTERWARDS | Facts and Details. [Online] Factsanddetails.com. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/china/cat12/sub79/item1011.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].
]  [40:  Edition.cnn.com. (2018). CNN.com - Mixed reaction to Beijing 2008 win - July 14, 2001. [online] Available at: http://edition.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/asiapcf/east/07/14/beijing.olympics/index.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 


employment

It goes without saying that there was a sudden increase in workers flocking to the city to help with the efforts, playing their roles in being part of the Olympic experience and to make money. Most of the workers that came to the city and worked on building the stadiums that would be used by hundreds of Olympic athletes were migrant workers that came from the surrounding poorer towns and provinces. Over one million migrant workers descended on Beijing[footnoteRef:41] and in the height of construction there were over 17,000 migrant workers working on the Olympic stadiums[footnoteRef:42]. Migrant workers are not people of high social status and have a history of being treated unfairly.[footnoteRef:43] When working on the stadiums the workers stayed in poor conditions, usually in damp, cold, cramped outdoors dorms or tents with little to no security for the workers, so they worried for their safety[footnoteRef:44]. Migrant workers have a history in China of being left vulnerable and exposed, in many cases their employers do not give them secure employment, and workers often do not get paid on time or at all. [footnoteRef:45]As well as this, 6 migrant workers died building the venues[footnoteRef:46] suggesting a lack of concern for the safety of these employees. Many migrant workers feel that they are regarded as second class citizens by the Government and other social classes of the community. They were certainly treated poorly in comparison to those staying in the five star hotels that they were building, which would be host to the rich and famous during the Games. Therefore China’s promises of a happy united image and the support of the people that was portrayed in the lead up to the games might not have been the case for all of China’s people, including the workers that put their lives on the line just so the Games would be possible, and so China could show off its impressive new and improved capital to the rest of the world in an attempt to change the world’s opinion of the country.  [41:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing's Migrant Construction Workers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIVhpGJtzzc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [42:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing's Migrant Construction Workers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIVhpGJtzzc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [43:  LIU, R. (2016). SPATIAL MOBILITY OF MIGRANT WORKERS IN BEIJING, CHINA. [S.l.]: SPRINGER INTERNATIONAL PU.]  [44:  CETRI, Centre Tricontinental. (2018). Exploitation of Migrant Construction Workers in Beijing. [online] Available at: https://www.cetri.be/Exploitation-of-Migrant?lang=fr [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [45:  LIU, R. (2016). SPATIAL MOBILITY OF MIGRANT WORKERS IN BEIJING, CHINA. [S.l.]: SPRINGER INTERNATIONAL PU.]  [46:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing's Migrant Construction Workers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIVhpGJtzzc [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

In an online news report, “Feeling Unwelcome”[footnoteRef:47] migrants expressed how they were feeling in the lead up to the Games. The report tells the story of some of the migrant workers who were employed on the magnificent stadiums and how they felt unwanted in the city before the beginning of the Games. As the opening ceremony grew closer, more and more migrant workers were feeling unwanted in the city, and it was announced that by the 20th of July 2008 all construction on the Olympic stadiums and must be completed and building must come to a stop[footnoteRef:48] which meant that lots of the workers that were in Beijing no longer had a reason to stay. From the 20th of July till the 8th of August when the Games were planned to begin, Beijing began its last effort clean up. That only gave China just over two weeks for the construction dust to settle and time for Beijing to clear out many of the 4 million migrant workers in the city. Many migrant workers were left without jobs and forced to leave in search of more work, as many of the city’s migrant workers were asked to leave the city[footnoteRef:49] for at least the duration of the Games as there would be no work. Therefore unless workers wanted to endure an almost 2 month stretch of unemployment they opted to leave the capital; workers said with nothing to stay for they would be “part of the Olympic clean out[footnoteRef:50]” as the government wanted to rid Beijing of anything that might tarnish the idea that the city is a ‘modern metropolis’[footnoteRef:51]. Within no time of this happening there were hundreds of workers queuing at bus stations and train stations in an attempt to leave the city, also authorities increased checks on non-Beijing citizens which caused many more workers to leave the city[footnoteRef:52]. In an interview, one man, Qing Wei Zhang and his wife, originally from the province of Shandong, talked of their story now that they were being forced to leave Beijing just before the opening ceremony. After coming to the end of their Olympic contract they had no choice but to go in search of work elsewhere; it just happened to be that they had heard of work in inner Mongolia so that is where they would head. This meant that they would not be in their home country when it would be for the first time host to an Olympics; they would not have the chance to see any part of what they had helped to create in person, instead they would probably end up watching the games on television. Qing Wei Zhang said “I will be sorry not to see the Olympics in my own country”[footnoteRef:53] but they didn’t have much choice as they could not afford to stay and have no job or money: “We do not have the time, I want to see the Olympics but I have to earn money”[footnoteRef:54]. Thus many of the people that actually made the games possible received next to no recognition. However without the millions of migrant workers that built the stunning Olympic stadiums there would have been no Games, so to then be forced out of the city in order to give Beijing more of the image they were aiming for could be considered as an extremely unfair situation. This suggests that China’s Communist Party used the extent of their power in controlling the masses and this was evident in their approach to the Games. [47:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [48:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [49:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [50:  Bu, k. (2008). Beijing Olympic clean up sweeps out migrant workers. [online] U.S. Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-migrants/beijing-olympic-clean-up-sweeps-out-migrant-workers-idUSSP26521520080721 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [51:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [52:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [53:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [54:  YouTube. (2018). Beijing Olympic Migrant Workers Cleaned Out. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2llP1o1RMc [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 


enviromental

The 44 billion dollars was also spent on other projects such as the revamp of transport systems and the public facilities, arguably things that were needed long before the plans of the Olympics and clean-up of Beijing, but were now being tackled so that China could look impressive on the world stage. There were some 57 million dollars spent on renovating around 5,000 public toilets across the city[footnoteRef:55], this again was a project that only took place in order for China to show a clean, inviting city that the world would be impressed by. As well as this, the renewal of heating and electrical systems was again a project that was not necessarily done to benefit the people but in order to lower the pollution levels to the pre- agreed amount that were arranged with the ‘World Health Organization’ of 150mcg/m3 by the time the games started. Even though all of the things that were done did in fact have a positive effect on the people, the improvements were only undertaken because of the Olympic pressure. China had vowed that they would ensure that the pollution levels would see a drastic change in order to host a clean, fresh Olympic experience for everyone in the country. For this to be possible China invested a breathtaking 15 billion dollars[footnoteRef:56] so the games would be cleared to go ahead. [55:  News, A. (2018). Beijing to Clean Up Toilets in Bid for Olympics. [online] ABC News. Available at: https://abcnews.go.com/International/story?id=82010&page=1 [Accessed 17 May 2018].
]  [56:  ] 

It is no secret that China has had, and still today has a big problem regarding pollution that has a severe effect on the people and their health: there are countless books, reports, articles and data that proves this (see for example Huang 2018). The type of pollution that is the main problem in Beijing is air pollution: this is caused when chemical, particles or biological matter is introduced into the air[footnoteRef:57]. This type of pollution can lead to many health problems, ranging from the less severe problems such as eye, nose and throat irritation[footnoteRef:58] to the more serious problems like asthma and difficulty breathing, to the more detrimental health issues such as heart and lung disease, stroke and in some cases cancer[footnoteRef:59]. Health problems accrue by breathing in microscopic particles that travel to the lung resulting in poor health, also some particles are absorbed by the skin[footnoteRef:60]. In China’s history pollution has resulted in millions of deaths: a report from the Telegraph in 2015 estimated that there were 1.6 million deaths in China as a result of air pollution (4,400 people a day)[footnoteRef:61]. However China as a whole (people, government and industry) over the last several decades have been trying to tackle the air pollution not only in Beijing but in other Chinese cities and towns with high pollution levels, but with the added pressure of the Olympics China had to stop at nothing to reduce the pollution levels. [57:  Tuo, Y. (2013). Negative Effects of Beijing’s Air Pollution Caused by Urbanization on Residents’ Health. 2nd ed. [eBook] International Conference on Science and Social Research. Available at: http://file:///C:/Users/1402241/Downloads/SSR0176.pdf [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [58:  YouTube. (2017). Air pollution – a major global public health issue. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tds3k97aAzo [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [59:  YouTube. (2017). Air pollution – a major global public health issue. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tds3k97aAzo [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [60:  Levin, D. (2018). Study Links Polluted Air in China to 1.6 Million Deaths a Year. [online] Nytimes.com. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/14/world/asia/study-links-polluted-air-in-china-to-1-6-million-deaths-a-year.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [61:  Levin, D. (2018). Study Links Polluted Air in China to 1.6 Million Deaths a Year. [online] Nytimes.com. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/14/world/asia/study-links-polluted-air-in-china-to-1-6-million-deaths-a-year.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

Therefore in the successful bid and winning of the rights to host the 2008 Olympic Games China assured the IOC that the pollution would not cause any problems. In order for the Games to go ahead, China had to meet the levels set out by the ‘World Health Organization’ of 150mcg/m3 [footnoteRef:62]. China aimed to reduce the pollution level by cutting down the pollution being created by the factories, cars and other systems of transport. In some cases entire factories were moved to different towns outside of Beijing and closer to the time of the Games, factory work came to a stop in the city and construction came to a halt. As well as this, over 1 million cars were banned from the roads of Beijing[footnoteRef:63], all of which would have had a direct effect on the people who live in and around Beijing. These improvements were made to ensure that the city would have no problem in facilitating the thousands of Olympic visitors, and it also lead to a healthier city for anyone living in and around Beijing. However some of the plans that were carried out in order to tackle to problem had an adverse effect on the residents of Beijing. For example, what happened to the people who worked in the factory that was moved? Most of the people working in factories that got relocated had to make the choice of whether did they lose their jobs or to move with the factory. Would they have been so open to the Games if they has known this would happen? In all probability Beijing locals did not have all this information, although this probably wouldn’t have made the difference as there was such a huge support percentage amongst the people.  [62: Streets, D., Fu, J. and jang, c. (2006). Air quality during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. [eBook] Beijing: elsevier. Available at: https://ac.els-cdn.com/S135223100600865X/1-s2.0-S135223100600865X-main.pdf?_tid=52680a2e-45f7-47bc-9407-fd2fe848bbef&acdnat=1526589870_24dd816cc2200dd832626362eb71052e [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [63:  SciDev.Net. (2018). China's Olympian efforts to tackle air pollution. [online] Available at: https://www.scidev.net/global/pollution/feature/china-s-olympian-efforts-to-tackle-air-pollution.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 


Nonetheless, despite their efforts to reduce the levels, a report by the BBC showed that just one month before the Games’ opening ceremony the pollution levels were still very high[footnoteRef:64]: over a seven day report it showed that only four out of the seven days met the World Health Organization’s set target. Furthermore out of the seven days, one of the day’s pollution levels measured 350mcg/m3 [footnoteRef:65]proving that pollution was still a problem in Beijing. To further pressure China into meeting the agreed levels, if they did not hit the target they would be at risk of having to postpone, re schedule or even cancel certain endurance events during the games (although no events were in fact changed during the Olympics). Some of China’s last minute city shut downs led to some people having difficulties in getting to work, with cars not being allowed on the roads, so the local’s day to day living was affected. Beijing was successful in reducing its pollution levels significantly, however these were in many cases short term solutions, and not a sustainable solution.  [64:  YouTube. (2018). 2008 Olympics Pollution / BBC World News America. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jx6vHR0tgQ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [65:  News.bbc.co.uk. (2018). BBC SPORT | Beijing 2008. [online] Available at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/olympics/default.stm [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 





making room for the games

One of the more distressing problems that faced hundreds of Beijing locals was the destruction of homes in order to make room for the new stadiums and venues needed for the Games.[footnoteRef:66] It goes without saying that any city that undergoes such a vast economic development will face mixed feelings from the people. Whether the city is Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, Paris or London, in the effort to develop the city to the standard that the government aim to reach there will be destruction and distress among the people and the communities. In order to make room for the new stadiums, media centres, hotels, shopping malls, and apartments, more projects that were approved and justified by the government because of the pending Games. However the homes that were torn down to make room were not those in the rich areas, but in old areas of the city, areas where its residents are not the rich of the city but the working class and the older generation that have lived there for most of their lives. Most of the areas demolished were hutongs, which are a type of “narrow lane or alleyway in a traditional residential area of a chines city, especially Beijing”[footnoteRef:67]. It is estimated that there are hundreds of Beijing residents that call the hutong their home: this figure is significantly lower that what it was some years ago as the hutong culture is slowly being destroyed for various different reasons (making way for the Olympic and other housing projects).[footnoteRef:68]  Hutongs are traditionally in not very clean or modern and neglected areas of the city, these hutongs are considered by many as the heart of the City and Culture; the hutongs hold so much of the city’s history, so the government were demolishing these historical sites that held so much of the Chinese essence and culture. In order to give way to projects spurred by the Olympics, over 1.5 million people lost their homes[footnoteRef:69], this being the same amount of people as half the population of Wales having their homes taken from them without a say in the matter. Progress of the city came at a big cost and in the rush to make Beijing bigger and better, the authorities turned a blind eye in many locations. The results saw entire historically significant neighbourhoods being completely flattened[footnoteRef:70].  [66:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [67:  Oed.com. (2018). Home: Oxford English Dictionary. [online] Available at: http://www.oed.com/ [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [68:  Chinavista.com. (2018). Beijing's hutongs. [online] Available at: http://www.chinavista.com/experience/hutong/hutong.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [69:  YouTube. (2018). Olympics 2008: Old Beijing Gives Way to New. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNoMTn8yqxk [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [70:  YouTube. (2018). Olympics 2008: Old Beijing Gives Way to New. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNoMTn8yqxk [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

There are countless reports of the personal experiences that mirror one another throughout the hutong community: many people may look back on this time and feel pride towards the country but many may look back and ‘remember the time that Beijing sold its soul’[footnoteRef:71], as one resident described it. It could be said that development was undergone at the cost of the character of the city and erased a huge part of what Beijing is. There was a slogan circulating before the Olympics, ‘New Olympics New Beijing’, but this did not ring true for many residents: one Beijing hutong local said “They talk of the New Olympics leading to a New Beijing, but I still love the old Beijing. I say this from the bottom of my heart, because old Beijing is the soul of the city.”[footnoteRef:72] This goes to show that even though there was a 95 percent support rate for the Olympics that still leaves over 1 million locals of Beijing that did not wish for the Games in their city, potentially leaving them dispossessed. One news report follows the experience of one man, Guo Guanyu: living in one of Beijing hutongs he saw his 43 hectare community disappear[footnoteRef:73]. Guo described how he felt that the government was being greedy, perfectly good homes were being demolished without a second thought[footnoteRef:74]. All of the homes in the same street as Guo were marked with the character 拆 ((chai), to be torn open, taken apart, teared down); all of these homes were on grounds of plans for new apartment blocks, offices and a shopping centre, therefore would be flattened and forgotten. Even though Guo was to lose his home because of the Olympics, the site wasn’t being used for anything that would be part of the Games, but many unrelated projects were given the go-ahead during the Olympic time[footnoteRef:75], so China could show plans for a more modern developed country. Li De Ying, another resident of Beijing whose home was scheduled for demolition weeks before the Games, talked of the destruction of homes leading to water pollution[footnoteRef:76], this then meant that Li’s young child became sick. The government offered compensation of 170,000 American dollars, but as many parents would agree, Li said that no amount of money would justify the damage that was done. This suggests that the Chinese government was responsible for polluting the water during its city-wide makeover, although it is very difficult to provide proof of this as China’s Communist Party keep tight control over the media and the information that is made public[footnoteRef:77]. As well as this there are distressing videos and clips that many locals witnessed of people being dragged from their homes unwillingly.  Living in the small tight knit communities that are associated with the hutongs, to then be forced into the modern city is not necessarily what people wanted. Government official Wang YuWei said “The government provides funds and helps hutong residents improve their living conditions”. Regardless of the help that the government said it would provide, many of the hutong residents describe how the hutongs are cut off from the outside, an entirely sustainable community that does not rely on cars or other modern amenities. So even though the government said that they could provide homes with reliable running water, heating and electricity, and claimed that it provided a better quality of living for the people of Beijing, there was decline of 20 percent in people’s quality of life[footnoteRef:78]. Ye GuoZhu, another resident of Beijing, protested against his eviction for his home and as a result was sentenced to 4 years in prison in 2004[footnoteRef:79]. Therefore although many reports talk of people being compensated to a certain degree, in many of the cases the compensation provided and the relocation of homes meant people struggled with the cost of heating and electricity.[footnoteRef:80] As well as this, even though the Chinese government relocated millions of residents, some people were moved far from their communities, family, friends and work places[footnoteRef:81]. [71:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [72:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [73:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [74:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [75:  ]  [76:  YouTube. (2018). Olympics 2008: Old Beijing Gives Way to New. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNoMTn8yqxk [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [77:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [78:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [79:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [80:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [81:  U.S. (2018). Beijing to evict 1.5 million for Olympics: group. [online] Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-beijing-housing-idUSPEK12263220070605 [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

Even though many locals claim that they had no choice and it is not what the people want, the government insist that the evictions were being done in a fair and orderly fashion[footnoteRef:82]. Nonetheless the history was lost: Mary Brown Bullock of Emory University said in regards to the issue of the demolition of hutongs across Beijing, “When it comes to the historical significant hutongs most of the damage is already done. The character of Beijing in these narrow lanes and the courtyard life is gone forever”[footnoteRef:83]. The loss of such a unique and historical community is undefinable, it a loss that cannot be measured and no amount of compensation will bring back the sense of family community. Mike Meyer, an expat living in the Beijing hutongs said “What’s being lost is priceless, a sense of community, something that cannot be found in other countries.[footnoteRef:84]” He described the hutongs as a place ‘dense with greenery and an atmosphere filled with human energy’.[footnoteRef:85] Locals protested, but the decisions were already made and there was nothing they could do, other than sticking together and preserving what sense of community they could. In an interview, one Beijing man described how he felt about losing his home to the Olympics:  [82:  ]  [83:  YouTube. (2018). Olympics 2008: Old Beijing Gives Way to New. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNoMTn8yqxk [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [84:  YouTube. (2015). Historic areas of Beijing demolished ahead of the 2008 Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJ0y_0nONEg [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [85:  YouTube. (2015). Historic areas of Beijing demolished ahead of the 2008 Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJ0y_0nONEg [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

There is a saying: ‘a profit of ten times is a good reason to kill. I wonder how much money they are making to do something like this. We are like baby chicken, they can grab us whenever they want. The law is something they use to oppress people[footnoteRef:86]  [86:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

This indicates what many people in Beijing were feeling at this time: powerless and vulnerable. Mrs Guo, wife of Guo GuanYu, compared this time to the Cultural Revolution, where the dark days saw houses being seized: “This is worse than the cultural revolution. Then property was confiscated, but it was returned afterwards. Our home belongs to us. Now they will demolish is for good. I do not want that”[footnoteRef:87]. Decades of history were gone in the blink of an eye as the last of the scrap from people’s homes were sold, and that marked the end to a part of history. One could ask whether making room for the new was worth the loss that was felt by many across the city. [87:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].
] 


the beginning of the games/ opening ceremony 

In the approach of the games, several days before the opening ceremony, thousands of people descended on the capital ready for what was to be the best and biggest Summer Games in history. The 8th of August 2008 (again the 8th because of Chinas affiliation with the number) marked the beginning of the 26th Summer Olympic Games. The city played host to the international athletes, fans, supporters and tourists. A total of 10,942 athletes from 204 countries worldwide came to compete in 302 events from 28 different sports, ranging from swimming, running, gymnastics, cycling and more[footnoteRef:88]. These games proved to be the most watched in history with around 4.7 billion people watching globally, and these games also introduced sports to more countries than ever before[footnoteRef:89]. There were an estimated 6.52 million tourists that came to Beijing for the Olympics, including around 382,000 tourists from abroad. These people came to be part of a once in a lifetime historical event. At eight o’clock (again the number 8 being important) in the evening, the opening ceremony commenced in the Birds Nest stadium. The stadium was at its full capacity with 91,000 people in the crowd[footnoteRef:90], out of which there were 80 heads of state. As well as this, the ceremony was watched by 15 percent of the world’s population[footnoteRef:91], that is 1,140,000,000 people worldwide came together and watched the opening ceremony. [88:  CRW Flags. (2015). Games of the XXIX Olympiad: Beijing 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/oly@s29.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [89:  Swaine, j. (2018). Beijing Olympics: Opening ceremony watched by 15 per cent of world's population. The Telegraph. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2545106/Beijing-Olympics-Opening-ceremony-watched-by-15-per-cent-of-worlds-population.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [90:  Swaine, j. (2018). Beijing Olympics: Opening ceremony watched by 15 per cent of world's population. The Telegraph. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2545106/Beijing-Olympics-Opening-ceremony-watched-by-15-per-cent-of-worlds-population.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [91:  Swaine, j. (2018). Beijing Olympics: Opening ceremony watched by 15 per cent of world's population. The Telegraph. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2545106/Beijing-Olympics-Opening-ceremony-watched-by-15-per-cent-of-worlds-population.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

It was described by some of the tourists that came to Beijing to watch the games as ‘The greatest show ever put on in the history of the world’; ‘Unbelievable, incredible, impressive, unforgettable, perfectly beautiful, wonderful, marvellous’ and ‘Most amazing thing that’s happened on the planet’[footnoteRef:92]. Reporter Dick Ebersol said “the Olympic opening ceremony captivated the American public in unprecedented numbers, for a non US Olympics it was seen as a magnificent and memorable spectacle and a great way to start the Beijing Olympics.”[footnoteRef:93] These were the reactions of some of the people immediately after the ceremony had finished. It goes without dispute by anyone who watched the opening ceremony that it was a grand display of power, dedication and national pride. During the opening ceremony there were over 10,000 participants ranging from the young to the old, from the rich and famous to the working class people of China. The show lasted 4 and half hours and showed all different aspects of China’s history and culture: this was China’s chance to educate the world on what China has to show and how they wanted the world to think of them. As the last time the entire world turned to China was not a proud moment in Chinese history - that being the 1989 Tiananmen Square student protesting[footnoteRef:94] - this was now a chance for the world to see China in a more positive light. [92:  YouTube. (2008). 2008 Olympic opening ceremonies: Tourists' reaction. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xA9uEF40UT8 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [93:  Swaine, j. (2018). Beijing Olympics: Opening ceremony watched by 15 per cent of world's population. The Telegraph. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2545106/Beijing-Olympics-Opening-ceremony-watched-by-15-per-cent-of-worlds-population.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [94: Zhou, J. (2007). Healing the wounds of Tiananmen: Beijing Olympics and beyond. The Lancet, 370(9586), p.484.] 

The Games incorporated as much Chinese history as they could: for the cycling they followed a route that followed the ‘Great Wall and The Forbidden City’, both sites showing a history of 1,000 years. As well as sites in Beijing there were an additional six venues outside of the city that played a part in the games. Some of the sporting events were held in different places across China such as Hong Kong where the Equestrian events were held, Qingdao which played host to the Sailing and Tianjin Shanghai Qinhuangdao and Shenyang where all the football games where held. 

[bookmark: _Toc514266654]WORKERS/ VOLUNTEERS DURING THE GAMES 

During the few weeks of the Olympics there was an increase in the number of workers that were needed across the city, be that in airports, shops, taxi drivers and so on. There were official workers that would have been employed and paid by the government, who provided the necessary increase in security that was need in order to ensure safety for all those that attended the games. Security presence throughout the City was increased by around 100,000 police and military forces on duty during the games to ensure the safety of the Beijing residents and for the impending visitors.
As well as the increase in official workers there was a huge volunteer workforce. In order to cope with the vast number of people that the Olympics bring in every year, since 1980[footnoteRef:95] there have been mass requirements of volunteers from both the host country and other countries (before this volunteers were military), and this was no different in the 2008 Games where there were well over 1 million volunteers, more than any Olympics before[footnoteRef:96]. The total of one million people volunteered across the board, and during different times of the Games there were pre-game, game-time, city and society volunteers as well as 200,000 Cheerleading volunteers[footnoteRef:97]. The volunteers seen manly during the games were the around 400,000 City Volunteers, and the requirement of those volunteers began two years before the games, in 2006. Every member of the public was able to apply online or in person to be volunteers in several different fields, such as ‘guest reception’, ‘language translation’, ‘transportation’, ‘security’ and ‘medical services’. Volunteers were placed in the department they would be best suited for, and volunteers needed certain skills in order to be most effective in the games. There were certain criteria that each person needed to meet before becoming a volunteer, those being that a person needed to be born before 30 June 1990 (making them 18 or older), be in good health, be able to participate in the pre Games Trainings and be able to communicate in Chinese and at least one other foreign language.[footnoteRef:98] As the volunteers would be the people that most of the visitors, athletes and press would have communication with they needed to have enthusiasm and Olympic spirit. Many of the thousands of volunteers learnt new skills in the lead up to the games so they could help make it possible for everyone to have a pleasant Olympic experience. As well as the volunteers that helped with the communication and social aspect of the games there was also a need for medical staff that could ensure a safe games, so more than 4,000 medical volunteers worked during the games and also volunteers who were trained by some of Beijing’s larger hospitals. [footnoteRef:99] Thousands of the volunteer community were University students, who were young, enthusiastic, and energetic, and in many cases university students tend to have more language knowledge than the older generation of Chinese volunteers. In volunteering for the games it provided an opportunity for the young people of Beijing and China who learnt skills that would later help them in life and in future job prospects. Most of the volunteers for the games learnt or improved on the English language this would open up international opportunity in many field of work later in life, also learning a new language shows that a person is committed and passionate. [95:  YouTube. (2018). Olympic volunteers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO4ELhKhY1I [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [96:  Zhuang, J. and Girginov, V. (2012). Volunteer selection and social, human and political capital: a case study of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. Managing Leisure, 17(2-3), pp.239-256.]  [97:  Zhuang, J. and Girginov, V. (2012). Volunteer selection and social, human and political capital: a case study of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. Managing Leisure, 17(2-3), pp.239-256.
]  [98:  YouTube. (2018). Olympic volunteers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO4ELhKhY1I [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [99:  YouTube. (2018). Olympic volunteers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO4ELhKhY1I [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

Even though there were a large number of young people that volunteered for the Games, this did not mean that there were no elderly volunteers, as nothing could stop the elderly of Beijing from volunteering in their masses to show the love they have for their country. During the Games a group called ‘Olympic guards’ was made up of over 1 million elderly people of China: they were an army of elderly people whose aims were to keep the people safe. [footnoteRef:100] They would often deal with small disputes or unacceptable behaviour in the streets to things such as illegal selling of tickets. The volunteers worked every day during the games and lining the city’s streets these people helped wherever they could, showing dedication and a huge sense of pride for their country. On elderly man during an interview conducted by Casey Kaufman said “We are the security guards for the Olympics, when our foreigner friends come to China we will protect them with our own lives”[footnoteRef:101]. During the same news report, 75 year old Jason (English name chosen by him) a Beijing local, talked of his experience of the Games coming to his city. Before retiring Jason had been a mechanical engineer, and on hearing that Beijing would be hosting the 2008 Olympics he wasted no time in preparing himself so he could be a part of the experience. He studied English 3 hours a day, every day for 7 years and by the time the games started he was part of the millions of volunteers that helped thousands of visitors to the city.[footnoteRef:102] The volunteers talked of how it was ‘Not what they are doing for the Olympics but what the Olympics are doing for them’[footnoteRef:103]. As well as the elderly, there were a vast number of young volunteers who helped with such things as staffing information desks which offered help to the visitors of the city. These people were expected to be able to answer a wide range of questions from ‘Where is the nearest toilet?’ or ‘Where is the bus stop? To ‘Could you suggest a good place to eat?’ and also help with such things as purchasing tickets for the games.[footnoteRef:104] One young Beijing local, when asked the question why she volunteered, she answered with “I think this is a dream for every Chinese person. I am proud to be a volunteer”[footnoteRef:105].  [100:  YouTube. (2018). China's 'golden' army of Olympic volunteers -- 18 August 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pHwWL38tf0 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [101:  YouTube. (2018). China's 'golden' army of Olympic volunteers -- 18 August 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pHwWL38tf0 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [102:  YouTube. (2018). China's 'golden' army of Olympic volunteers -- 18 August 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pHwWL38tf0 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [103:  YouTube. (2018). China's 'golden' army of Olympic volunteers -- 18 August 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pHwWL38tf0 [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [104:  YouTube. (2018). Olympic volunteers. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO4ELhKhY1I [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [105:  YouTube. (2018). China's 'golden' army of Olympic volunteers -- 18 August 2008. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pHwWL38tf0 [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

It is clear to anyone who saw just how much commitment the volunteers for these games showed that there was an undeniable sense of pride amongst the people. The volunteers could be seen as the heart of the games, and during the several weeks, people dedicated their time and resources for no money; they did this just so that they could be a part of the Olympic experience and nothing mattered more to them than to make the foreign people that visited Beijing have an unforgettable experience. They aimed to make this an Olympics for everyone, bring the people of the world together no matter their skin colour or nationality. China’s attitude to friends and family is one of high importance therefore China aimed to make the visitors to the city feel welcome and part of a bigger picture.
The Games saw the unity of a nation and the world, people came together to watch and witness history in the making on what was one of the most impressive scale ever seen before. The games built links in friendships that could last forever and introduced the world to China in a good light.



BEIJING AFTER THE GAMES

China had succeeded in what they aimed to provide, that being an unforgettable experience for everyone involved. China had wanted to host the games in order to show its country’s development since the Communist Party came to power, and this was China’s chance to change the world’s opinion of them. In the lead up to the games they managed to design and construct impressive stadiums, reduce the pollution to a safe level and give the people a show that would be remembered for years to come. The 24th of August 2008 marked the end of the Beijing Olympics with the closing ceremony, and Beijing then went back to normal day to day living, but what did this mean for the Beijing community? After what was seven years of preparation to get Beijing ready for the Games, what did the end of the Games mean for the people of the city? 
[image: ]Despite efforts to improve pollution, the post Games period quickly saw it reverting back to how it was before the Games. This meant that the people of the city did not have benefits of a clean city for very long, suggesting that the government did not continue to prioritise its efforts to make Beijing a less polluted, healthier city. As seen in the graph below, air pollution in Beijing has increased exponentially since the end of the Games in 2008. 


Figure 3- increase in the air pollution after Beijing 2008 Olympics.


The year following the Games saw air pollution levels raised by 54%; this was due to construction work continuing, factories re opening, more cars being allowed back on the roads and other factors that quickly reverted back to the polluted past that Beijing was accustomed to. Although other projects were put in place to try and combat the pollution, there was nothing on the scale of the actions made to ensure the success of the 2008 Games. Recently Beijing issued a ‘red alert’ and ordered for factory’s, schools and thousands of cars off the roads,[footnoteRef:106] but again this is just short term, China has yet to develop a successful long term solution.  [106:  Huang, Y. (2018). How Beijing Addresses Its Air Pollution Problem-. [Blog] Asia Unbound. Available at: https://www.cfr.org/blog/how-beijing-addresses-its-air-pollution-problem [Accessed 18 May 2018].] 

In contrast to this, the stadiums that cost China a massive amount of money were still being used in the years after the games. The stadiums, which were open to the public, offer the experience to people who may not have had the opportunity to attend the games themselves of seeing the stadiums in person. People have the opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Usain Bolt and to swim in the pool where a total of 25 Olympic records were broken[footnoteRef:107]. Although it is not free to go to the stadiums there is discount offered to the young, elderly and disabled. Nonetheless, the number of visitors to the stadiums is not very high.[footnoteRef:108] As a result of this some of the stadiums were not maintained and now ten years later have been left abandoned empty shells, and not the impressive stadiums that China were proud to show to the world[footnoteRef:109]. This could be due to the locations of the stadiums out of the centre of Beijing making people less inclined to visit, and bring a reason to keep the stadiums maintained. [107:  English.sina.com. (2018). Facts and figures: World records set in Beijing Olympics - Sports News - SINA English. [online] Available at: http://english.sina.com/sports/2008/0824/181308.html [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [108:  Cube Breaker. (2018). Beijing Olympic Venues Then and Now - The Sad, Shocking Downfall - Cube Breaker. [online] Available at: http://www.cubebreaker.com/beijing-olympic-venues-then-and-now-the-sad-shocking-downfall/ [Accessed 18 May 2018].]  [109:  Cube Breaker. (2018). Beijing Olympic Venues Then and Now - The Sad, Shocking Downfall - Cube Breaker. [online] Available at: http://www.cubebreaker.com/beijing-olympic-venues-then-and-now-the-sad-shocking-downfall/ [Accessed 18 May 2018].] 

Even after the games had come to an end, people were still losing their homes to plans that were passed during the Olympic ‘hype’; houses even 4 years after the games were being torn down in order to make way for new buildings such as shopping malls, apartment blocks and office buildings.[footnoteRef:110]For years after the games there are still reports of the local Beijing people still feeling the negative effects from the 2008 Olympic Games.[footnoteRef:111] [110:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].]  [111:  YouTube. (2016). The Beijing Residents Who Lost Their Homes to the Olympics. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oro7EculG2Q [Accessed 17 May 2018].] 

Ai Wei Wei, a famous Chinese artist whose artistic designs were used by the designers of the Olympic stadiums, now post Games has changed his opinion on the benefits that the Games set out to achieve. He said “the Olympics brought new buildings, but not new freedom. It’s a disaster and in terms of human rights and ordinary people’s feelings”, suggesting that China did not keep its promises to the people of a better new and improved city. Again this brings into question of matter of human rights within China that was the concern of many before the games commenced.[footnoteRef:112] [112:  Telegraph.co.uk. (2008). Beijing Olympics; Human rights abuses getting worse. [online] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/olympics/2469078/Beijing-Olympics-Human-rights-abuses-getting-worse.html [Accessed 18 May 2018].] 


conclusion 

In conclusion, there were initial positives from the Olympic Games, such as China opening up to the rest of the world in a positive light compared to its previous isolationist stand point, the reduction in air pollution, the creation of fast employment opportunities, and also the exposure of the Chinese population to a vast amount of foreign cultures and peoples. This meant that the Beijing population benefitted in a number of different ways as the people were given opportunity that they may not have had if the Games were not held there. However some of these positive aspects could be overshadowed, not only by the fact that the air pollution after the Olympics immediately reverted back to the dangerous levels that it once was, but also by the displacement of over one million Beijing citizens and the destruction of their homes, as many would consider the displacement of such a vast number of people as inexcusable even under the pretext of the Olympic Games. However, although the development of Beijing was necessary for the Games, arguably it came at the cost of many of Beijing’s citizens and the communities they lived in, as homes were torn down, communities ripped apart and the people many of Beijing’s people were left feeling alienated from the whole Olympic experience.
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