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The Hidden Curriculum.
What message it sends others.
AUTHORITY - Teachers are always right, children must raise their hand to speak, and sit and listen when they are told to.  (Cohen, 1969).
CURRICULUM - Teachers decide what is studied.  (Cohen, 1969). Although this is changing thanks to Donaldson (2015).
        SUBJECTS - Children are grouped into ‘sets’ of age or ability.
EDUCATION - Designed to produce a compliant workforce and 
helps keep the country economically effective.   (Moore, 2001).
SCHOOLING IS NOT A CHOICE - IT IS COMPULSORY.

Looking forward.
Robinson (2014) once asked “How can we educate children when we can’t predict the future?” and then stated that technology has evolved so much this century, yet the education system and the way we teach in schools has not changed much at all.
Shortly after an independent review of the Welsh curriculum was undertaken in Wales by Professor Graham Donaldson, and he 
released a document in 2015 called “Successful Futures” that
is set to change the whole education system within 10 years.
Donaldson (2015) has given teachers more control over how and what to teach within the curriculum.  He has given more focus on skills, confidence, and health and well-being.
Examples of the hidden curriculum.
SUBJECTS - Most schools value the importance of the core subjects (i.e. ‘Languages’, ‘Mathematics’, ‘Sciences’ etc.) over all the other subjects, hence why they are compulsory. They tend to consider ‘The
Arts’ and ‘Humanities’, as less important, and push aside subjects
like ‘P.E.’ and ‘Music’.  (WelshGovernment, 2017).
SOCIAL SYSTEM - Schools teach the importance of being
punctual, adhering to the rules, respecting authority, and how 
working hard gets you good results.  (Jackson, 1968).
GENDER - The education system reinforces traditional cultural messages regarding gender, that girls and boys are different, with different interests, abilities and potential.   (Basow, 2004).
Marxism.
Marxists argue that the hidden curriculum prepares the different classes for the capitalist society and encourages inequality to keep everyone in their place.  Bowles and Gintis believe that the hidden curriculum prepares children for the workplace, hence their term:
 “Work casts a long shadow over school”. – Bowles (1976).
What Marxists believe children learn through 
the hidden curriculum:
To follow instruction without question.
To conform to society.
To be punctual.
Gender inequality.
Class inequality.
Bowles and Gintis (1983).
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(ReviseSociology, 2017)
What is the hidden curriculum?
The hidden curriculum is also sometimes referred to as the unwritten, unofficial, or unformal curriculum.


The hidden curriculum is the extra things that are taught in 
school that is not part of the academic curriculum like being 
punctual, following the rules, meeting deadlines, looking 
smart, respecting authority, and a child’s worth.


It consists of both negative and positive experiences, that result in changes in the attitudes, beliefs, and values of students.
   (Agnihotri, 2017).
The Correspondence Principle.
The correspondence principle is a sociological theory that suggests a close relationship between social standing and the education system.
Basically, it means that the teacher-pupil relationship that children experience in school can be linked to the boss-worker relationship that adults experience in the workplace.
Bowles and Gintis (1976) states that it helps produce an obedient workplace with passive, docile workers.  Therefore, schools help 
prepare children for work life through the hidden curriculum.
They go on to suggest that working class children will have working class jobs, and the middle class children will have middle class jobs. 
Functionalism.
Functionalists appreciate the values within the hidden curriculum that prepare children for the workplace.  They believe that what the children learn through the hidden curriculum will help them long term and that the values learned are essential for survival in society.
“What was bright and exciting becomes weary,
 flat, and unprofitable”. - (James, 1891).
What Functionalists believe children learn through
The hidden curriculum:
To follow instructions and timetables.
To be punctual.
To look smart.
Equal opportunities.
Theorists.
Marxists theorists include: Karl Marx (1867), founder of ‘Marxist’, Engle (1892), Bowles and Gintis (1976), and Althusser (1965).
Marxism can also be linked to the Behaviourist approach, supported by Watson (1913), Skinner (1953), and Chomsky (1957).

Functionalists theorists include: Talcott Parsons (1951), developer of ‘Functionalism’, James (1891), Durkheim  (1893), 
Spencer (1851), and Merton (1949).
Functionalism can also be linked to Cognitive approach, supported by Maslow (1943), and Bandura (1977), and the Constructivist approach, supported by Vygotsky (1934), Bruner (1976), and Piaget (1936).
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