Thank you to those who provided feedback on my Rationale for Ethics Form and for the time you have taken to provide constructive evaluation and suggestions for possible editing and improvements of this document.

Heidi – thank you for pointing out my typo error of stating “I hope”, this has now been corrected and clarified. I have also elaborated on how I will address the issue of the ‘Hawthorne effect’ happening during my observations. As my observations will take place, not only in the classroom, but in the dining hall and playground, these are already places where the participants expect to see a number of different members of support staff and teachers so my presence would not be unusual. As for the classroom, I will make observations frequently and over a period of time, through this frequency the aim is that the participants will become more used to my presence and become more relaxed and natural in their behaviours. 

Sharon – I have extended my explanation of what the benefits and/or outcomes will be for all those involved in the research. At present, within my school, speech and language assessments are only carried out at the beginning of Reception and at the end of that academic year, in my own Learning Support Unit as I have children with Statements of Special Educational Needs and for any other child who it is felt may be experiencing difficulties in these areas. At no other time are these skills addressed specifically and as precisely as they are within the examples given above. Therefore, if this research finds that there is a link between speech and language difficulties and social, emotional developmental difficulties then this will highlight the need for an overhaul of the current status that this area of need has at present within my own school, with the view that this would then improve the well being of our pupils later on in primary. I will be giving out the questionnaires and, as now included in my rationale, at the point of gaining informed consent, I will provide information on how the questionnaires are to be carried out. This will include the allowance of the questions being read if needed by an adult, guardian or carer but obviously no more support than that can be given. As the questions are trialled and tested within our education authority with children that have Additional Learning Needs, the need for clarification of understanding should be negated by this. I take your point about a child becoming confused if they wish to withdraw and yet may still think I am observing them. I would ensure throughout the process and before each observation that I reassure any concerns there are and if this issue were to arise then I would provide further reassurances by offering to show them my note which would be something all participants have a right to. 

Abigail – I hope I have answered your question about the understanding of the questionnaire questions above. I have looked for your next point which is that I am observing without their knowledge but I have been unable to find this. Each observation will be overt and as natural as possible; hence the environments I have chosen to allow for more relaxed behaviour and interaction within areas where they would normally expect to see me. On my original ethics form I did state that I would use all Year 5 and Year 6 in my research, both those who assessed as having speech and language difficulties and those without, to offer a comparable and unbiased set of data. In light of your suggestion of a concrete resource to allow participants to signify their right to withdraw, I have altered my rational accordingly to allow for this.

Bethan – I will not be using pupils who have left our school since their attendance in Reception and possible inclusion in the assessment data as this would involve other educational establishments which would then involve further issues regarding ethics. With regard to a visual aid to show assent, I have included in my rationale a method for showing the desire to withdraw and within the observations this would show me those to include in my note taking and those I should not. As assent at the start will be obtained by talking to the participants and then asking them to sign their assent, all the participants can write their names, as this is about speech and language skills not writing skills, they will not be expected to read any explanation, they will be given the chance to ask questions and raise concerns at the point of gaining assent and then write their name to clarify this. 

