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This mind map shows the ideas that I have first considered for the topic of my dissertation. i have colour coded them to show that the green is what i am most considering to red which i am least considering. 
I have chosen to look at how cameras can influence the police and their actions, whether that be an Officer's body worn camera, surveillance cameras or phones that are used by people everyday with the use of videos on social media. Cameras have a large effect on policing and how the police are perceived, they are everywhere and can be useful in situations that the police are involved. Cases where surveillance camera evidence is crucial are an example of how beneficial cameras can be, but there are also examples of when even though there is camera footage, they may not be clearly visible or there are issues with the footage being accepted.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.q6nb86iplb3p]Task 2: Research Proposal  
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: 
Cerys Beynon
	 Student number:

 2300946

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 

There are many examples as to cameras being both an advantage and a hindrance to the police. The video that they capture can change the course of cases and how they are resolved. Cameras also have an effect on how the Police are perceived by the public in a positive and negative light. Cameras are used every day in different situations and in policing, so understanding how they are used both in helping the police and ensuring that officers are following the code of ethics and are using responsible behaviour.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

I have three objectives for this dissertation. 1) understand how video footage can impact the outcome of a case or help identify suspects. 2) understand any legislation about the use of cameras in public that could impact the use of cameras. 3) How video footage shown to the public can impact how police are perceived by the public.
Video footage can have large impacts on cases, from identifying suspects or watching the crime unfold. This footage can come from security cameras to phones which will have a large impact on how cases are investigated and the outcome of those cases. This could be from how footage was used to identify suspects in a large crowd or watching the crime happen. 
Cameras (such as ANPR) gather information about the public. There is legislation in place so that people can access and find out what information is on file about them and how if footage is collected by the police, they have to ensure that they are following the data protection act and ensure that they are using the information gathered that they don’t use another person's information that could potentially negatively impact the case. 
Finally, the impact of video footage that is captured and shown to the public can impact how based on the police’s actions, because of this how people respond to the police and the trust that is between the police and the public can change quickly. Officers' behaviour caught on the body cameras they wear can impact a case and how the public place their trust in the police.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

I will be using legislation from the official Government website as they explain legislation and give details about said legislation. When looking at case examples I will be using articles to fully understand the details of the crime and how surveillance footage was used to assist in the case. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
I will be using a mix of qualitative and quantitative methods for my questionnaire, there is important information that can be gathered numerically and non-numerically. A questionnaire would be the best way to gather different types of information from different people. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

My questionnaire will be targeted towards the general public, people who have security cameras in their house and if they feel safer with them, and another section will be targeted towards how video footage that people have seen has influenced how they think about the police due to their actions. This information would gather information about how people feel about the police and how feelings can be changed and if examples of bad behaviour by the police have changed their opinion of the police before.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
· College of Policing, (2024), CCTV, Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/investigation/investigative-strategies/cctv (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
· College of Policing, (2021), Closed-circuit television (CCTV), Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit/cctv  (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
· Emmeline Taylor, Murray Lee, Points of View: Arrestees’ Perspectives on Police Body-Worn Cameras and Their Perceived Impact on Police–Citizen Interactions, The British Journal of Criminology, Volume 59, Issue 4, July 2019, Pages 958–978, https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azz007
· Gerell, M. (2016). ‘Hot Spot Policing With Actively Monitored CCTV Cameras: Does it Reduce Assaults in Public Places?’ International Criminal Justice Review, 26(2), 187-201. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177/1057567716639098 (Original work published 2016).
· Nix, J. et al. (2015) ‘Trust in the Police: The Influence of Procedural Justice and Perceived Collective Efficacy’, Crime and delinquency, 61(4), pp. 610–640. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128714530548.
· Parliamentary Office of science and technology, (2002), CCTV, Available at:  https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/post/pn175.pdf (Accessed on: 28th April 2025).
· Royal United Service Institute, (2007), London bombings: lessons from first responders, Available at:https://www.rusi.org/publication/london-bombings-lessons-first-responders#:~:text=For%20instance%2C%20one%20of%20the,camera%20numbers%20doubled%20since%202000. (Accessed on 1st may 2025).
· UK Government, (No date), Data protection, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/data-protection (Accessed on 1st may 2025)
· UK Government, (No date), guidance on the use of domestic CCTV, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-property/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-property (Accessed on 28 April 2025). 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.qrnb9wcph8wg]Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method 
[bookmark: _Int_FOfMa5Ox]I have chosen to use a mix of quantitative and qualitative research methods; this is to ensure that the data I collect is accurate and I am able to analyse it. (Scribbr, 2022) states that quantitative data is numerical and based on numbers which is used to generalise results from a wider population and that qualitative data involves collecting non-numerical data such as texts or video. I will be using a questionnaire to collect my data meaning that I will collect both numerical and non-numerical data, combining these two types of data means that I will have a wide range of information to analyse to the question proposed in the questionnaire. My questionnaire will be sent out to the public, reaching a large population of people and ensuring that I gather a wide range of information which would be my primary research, information that I have gathered for myself by using the questionnaire, whereas secondary research would be information about the same subject gathered and written by someone else (University of Wolverhampton, 2024). The questionnaire will allow me to easily set up and share so that a large number of people would be able to answer the questions about cameras and footage within policing. Compared to other research methods such as interviews or focus groups where it would be more difficult to gather a large enough group or people individually to gather the information would be difficult as groups tend to be small whereas questionnaires can go to a large group of people in a shorter period of time (SNATIKA, 2023). Because of these reasons I believe that this is justification as to why this method of research was chosen.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.lh0k2nxyi6mj]
[bookmark: _heading=h.npq4mzhjrbnd]Task 5: Draft Research Questions
1) Do you have security cameras in/on your house?
2) Do you feel safer knowing that you have the cameras?
3) Do you feel that the cameras have deterred criminals from going near your property? 
4) Do you feel that you trust the police?
5) Do you think that you see the police on patrol often in your area?
6) Has footage that you have seen about the UK Police changed your opinion about them?
7) Do you think the police have done enough to try and regain the public's trust in them?
8) What do you think the police should do to regain the public's trust?
9) Do you think that facial recognition technology is a good idea?
10) Why do you think the trust in the police has decreased?
[bookmark: _heading=h.yehzatqss27p]Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method 
There are many different types of analysis methods, but the descriptive method may work best for this type of research. This method breaks information down into something easier to understand and describes trends by using visual representations such as bar and line charts to give insight on how things may match similarly (University of Bath 2021). Descriptive analytics can be illustrated using graphs and charts, they can be used to look over all the numerical data together to gather an understanding of how everything is linked together and where more research may need to be performed. But you would also be able to see how the information has changed over time, things improving and Dis improvements as time passes according to (Oxford Brookes University, No date) and (Kenade, 2023)
[bookmark: _heading=h.reqeir7kcyew]References
Kenade V, (2023), what is descriptive analytics? Definition, process and examples, Available at: https://www.spiceworks.com/tech/data-management/articles/what-is-descriptive-analytics/#:~:text=Descriptive%20analytics%20is%20defined%20as,and%20relationships%20within%20the%20data. (Accessed on: 1st May 2025). 
Oxford Brookes University, (no date), Descriptive statistics, Available at: https://www.brookes.ac.uk/students/academic-development/maths-and-stats/statistics/descriptive-statistics (Accessed on: 1st may 2025). 
Scribbr, (2022), what is quantitative research? Definitions and methods, Available at:https://www.scribbr.co.uk/research-methods/introduction-to-quantitative-research/#:~:text=What's%20the%20difference%20between%20quantitative,deals%20with%20words%20and%20meanings. (Accessed on: 1st May 2025).
SNATIKA, (2023), Types of research methods, Available at: http://snatika.com/single-blog/types-of-research-methods (Accessed on 1sy May 2025).
University of Wolverhampton, (2024), Available at: https://www.wlv.ac.uk/lib/media/departments/lis/skills/study-guides/2024-study-guides/LS132---Guide-to-Primary-Research.pdf  (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
University of Bath, (2021), Descriptive, predictive and prescriptive: three types of business analytics, Available at: 
https://online.bath.ac.uk/content/descriptive-predictive-and-prescriptive-three-types-business-analytics (Accessed on 1st May 2025).
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