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AIM(S)
· To examine Chinese conceptions of the self and how they evolved over time.
· To explore the implications of such understandings of the self for practical ethical and political problems.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· explain different conceptions of the self in China with reference to their concrete historical and intellectual contexts;

· evaluate and critique claims concerning the nature of Chinese conceptions of the self;

· analyse the significance of self-conceptions for Chinese ways of approaching ethical, political or educational problems. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Wang Yangming's "unity of knowledge and action" and the role of liangzhi (innate knowing) in self-cultivation
· Tu Wei-ming's and Roger T. Ames's perspectives on the what, how, and nature of Confucian self-realization
· Craig K. Ihara's challenge to the universal necessity of individual rights
· David B. Wong's analysis of generic versus individualistic rights and their interdependence
· The communally-grounded arguments for democratic rights in Chinese thought
· The interconnectedness of personal cultivation (the "First Five Steps") and social development (regulating family, ordering state)
· Mencius's view of self-cultivation and the "sprouts" of virtue
· An in-depth study of yi (righteousness), its connection to "extension," "shame," and contemporary issues
· The impact of 18th-century philological research and textual criticism on Neo-Confucian metaphysics
· The 19th-century synthesis integrating textual accuracy with moral cultivation
· Chad Hansen's meta-ethical framework for comparative ethics, focusing on human rights
· Henry Rosemont, Jr.'s Confucian critique of modern liberalism







Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10%

	Independent learning
	270
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	4000 words
	50%



Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	4000 words
	50%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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	Essential
	Ivanhoe, P. J. (2000). Confucian moral self-cultivation. Hackett Publishing
	☒

	Essential
	Shun, K. L., & Wong, D. B. (Eds.). (2004). Confucian ethics: A comparative study of self, autonomy, and community. Cambridge University Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Far, A. (2014). A Psychological Perspective Comparing The Views Of Dai Zhen and Zhu Xi On Human Nature. GSTF Journal of Psychology (JPsych), 1(2).
	☒

	Essential
	Li, L. (2023). Reasserting the primacy of xing (human nature) and self-cultivation (xiushen): Li Cai’s (1529-1607) defense of Confucianism against the interpenetration of the three teachings. Asian philosophy, 33(3), 233-249
	☒

	Essential
	Keenan, B. C. (2011). Song Dynasty Neo-Confucianism. Neo-Confucian self-cultivation, 3-19. University of Hawaii Press.
	☒
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	Danto, A. (1994). The focus-field self in classical Confucianism. Self as person in Asian theory and practice, 187.
	☒

	Essential
	Tiwald, J. (2012). Confucianism and human rights. In Handbook of human rights (pp. 244-254). Routledge.
	☒

	Essential
	Li, C. (2023). The Sequential Problem of the Eight Human Aims in the Great Learning. Philosophy East and West, 73(2), 326-344.
	☒


	Essential
	Keenan, B. C. (2011). The First 5 Steps of Personal Cultivation. Neo-Confucian self-cultivation (pp. 37-60). University of Hawaii Press.
	☒


	Essential
	Keenan, B. C. (2011). The 3 Steps of Social Development. Neo-Confucian self-cultivation (pp. 61-72). University of Hawaii Press.
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	Essential
	Tan, S. (2014). The Concept of Yi (义) in the Mencius and Problems of Distributive Justice. Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 92(3), 489–505.
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	Keenan, B. C. (2011). Reforms in Neo-Confucianism (15-18th Cent). Neo-Confucian self-cultivation (pp. 75-86). University of Hawaii Press.
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	Keenan, B. C. (2011). The 19th-Cent Synthesis in Confucian Learning. Neo-Confucian self-cultivation (pp. 87-108). University of Hawaii Press.
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	Iki, H. (1961). Wang Yang-ming's Doctrine of Innate Knowledge of the Good. Philosophy East and West, 27-44.
	☒
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	Nivison, D. S. (1996). The philosophy of Wang Yangming. In B. W. Van Norden (Ed.), The ways of Confucianism (pp. 217–231). Open Court Press.
	☒


	Essential
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