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Abstract
By the time of the crusades relations between the Western Kingdoms of Europe and the remnants of the Byzantine Empire to the East had degraded to a bitter animosity. Since the split of the Roman Empire in the late fourth century, the centres of their cultures began to veer away from each other increasingly, with the prime example of their churches remaining at the forefront of the issue. The Greco-Romano split lead to a peculiar relationship between the churches, one defined by practices, ideologies and culture. Yet, one element that both the Roman Catholics of the west and the Eastern Orthodoxy of the east shared was the veneration of relics and their Saints. The Relics, whether they be the bones of the saint themselves or a former item that they once owned, were seen to hold mystical powers of healing and inspiration. Different relics held more importance depending on their region, but there was one particular Saint whose relics were sought after throughout both the east and the west; the relics of Saint Nicholas of Myra. In 1087, the relics were “translated” (in other words, they changed hands in the broadest sense) from their resting place in Turkey to the Italian city of Bari, in a move that created tremors that are still felt today [Arnold 2017]. This particular historical moment, recorded by the Russian Orthodox Church [Geanakopolos 1986], recounts the wonders of the transfer, and shows how important this monumental event truly was to both sides of Europe. Sources for this subject on relics vary between the east and west, with the aforementioned “translation” found within Geanakopolos’ work about Byzantium[Geanakopolos 1986], and for the west a series of writings from different authors on the miracles of the relics, such as Jacques de Vitry or Caesar of Heisterbach [Halsall 1997]. As relics in the medieval age were of such importance to people all across Europe, no matter their wealth or status, they were often disputed over, with a steady business of trafficking occurring [Geanakopolos 1986]. The argument that relics and their positions could and did affect relations between the west and the east is one that this dissertation will be exploring in more detail, with a key focus on Saint Nicholas of Myra’s “translation” and how it still affects relations between the two churches. The dissertation will consider the different interpretations of relics within the two churches – West and East. More specifically, this dissertation aims to discuss what forms the relics took, from the bones of the Saints to entire columns on buildings, focusing on how accessible they were to the public.


Plan
Introduction
Aim;
· The dissertation will open with the mention of the transferring of Saint Nicholas’ relics from Bari to Moscow within modern news. [Arnold 2017] 
· Next, the introduction will start to provide a succinct history of how the split in Christianity came about, and introduce the sources that are central to the discussion. This section may stray away just slightly away from the overall aim of the dissertation, but in the long term would help to understand the animosity that certain relic transfers cause.
· The introduction will also briefly outline the content of the chapters and the main research goal – to understand how much the transfers of relics affected how the Christians of Western and Eastern Europe saw each other.

Chapter 01
Aim;
To explore the importance of relics in the medieval Christian imagination. 
· Explain the history of reliquaries and how their importance developed. [McCulloh 1976, p.145, Brown 1981, Magoulias 1967]
· What were the forms that they took; such as small caskets, large shrines and objects associated with Saints [De Paor 1961, Bonser 1962, p.234]
· How did the medieval people understand bodily relics – some believed that the bones could talk to them or were signs/symbols [Hahn 1997]

Chapter 02
Aim; 
To analyse the western perspective of the veneration of relics
· Post-mortem miracle cures in France 800-1200 [Head 1990, Smith 1990]
· The chapter will account for how bone relics were used to perform healing, and how the saints continued to live after death in their deeds.
· This section will also try to answer how where relics displayed and how accessible where they [Jacobson 1997]

Chapter 03
Aim;
To analyse the Eastern perspective of the veneration of relics. How were relics treated by the Eastern Orthodox Church?
· Relics seemed to be used as bribery (?) [Geanakoplos 1986, p.199-200]
· Relics used as an empowering force [Geanakoplos 1986, p. 198-199]
· A double standard appears to play with the Orthodox church – they use the relics within international relations rather freely, but respond negatively when the west does something similar. 

Chapter 04
Aim; 
To bring all the sources together and to show what exactly happened and why Saint Nicholas mattered.
· The section will return back to the opening point on Saint Nicholas in modern news
· It will cover how relics still affect today’s nations and religion – this may go into a slight political analysis on the morals of relic locations, with the overlaying question of whether relics should return to their original resting place (in cases of bones) and what is stopping the churches from regularly exchanging relics as part of a connected programme.

Conclusion
Aim; 
To summarise what has been stated and to bring everything to a conclusion.
· The hopeful aim for this chapter will be to bring the findings together and to formulate a clear verdict on the significance of relics and church relations.
· The chapter will again return to Saint Nicholas’ relics to emphasise the importance they have in understanding the relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church.
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