Chapter Four - Analysis of Results
4.0 Introduction 
This chapter will analyse the data collected from a survey upon public perception of police pursuits. Basing it upon participant responses, the research explores the multitude of perceptions on policing policies demonstrating the influences of personal beliefs, media representations and different demographic characteristics. This chapter uses both qualitative and quantitative methods analysing survey responses, whilst considering the research methodology highlighted in chapter three and the literature review in chapter two. By completing this, the analysis seeks to offer a nuanced understanding of the public’s perception of police pursuits and the variables influencing these perceptions.
4.1 Overview of Survey Design and Methodology
The survey produced for this study employed a mixed-method approach, incorporating both closed-ended and open-ended questions (Creswell, 2009). Closed-ended questions utilise a Likert-scale with the intention of capturing the respondents’ level of agreement and disagreement surrounding statements on police pursuits (Croasmun and Ostrom, 2011). The qualitative data received were then supplemented with open-ended questions, allowing respondents to provide written responses on their views of ethical implications and the overall effectiveness of police pursuits.
Targeting a diverse range of demographic characterises including varying age groups, ethnic backgrounds and socio-economic statuses ensured that the respondents answers incorporated the real views of the general public. With the goal of exploring how these factors influenced different attitudes towards police pursuits and how these perceptions are shaped by media portrayals and prior knowledge of police actions. The responses are analysed by using statistical methods (Mishra et al., 2019) for closed ended questions and thematic coding (Xu and Zammit 2020) for open-ended questions providing both breadth and depth to the analysis.
4.2 Quantitative Data Analysis
The quantitative data provided by the survey responses revealed several important trends and correlations highlighting the multitude of different perceptions. Respondents were asked to rate their agreement with statements referencing the acceptability of police pursuits within different scenarios, incorporating the difference between minor and serious offences. Resulting with significant difference of opinions based on age, ethnicity and previous media exposure to police pursuits.
4.2.1 Age and Risk Perception 
One of the most notable findings in the responses from the various age groups is that 44% of respondents were between the ages of 18 and 24, with the next most popular age group being 25 to 34 accounting for 36% of respondents. 62% of younger respondents (those aged between 18 and 34) agreed that police pursuits should be permitted, regardless of the severity of the offence, remaining consistent with the findings from the literature review outlined in chapter two which suggested younger people regularly display a higher sense of trust in police forces and have a higher tolerance for risk (Timukaite, and Buil-Gil, 2025). Remaining in line with the social trust theory, positing younger individuals are mostly more trusting with authorities, and may not perceive the risks associated with high-speed chases as severely as the older generation (Doyle, 2024).

On the other hand, elder respondents (those over 45) were more circumspect in their answers, 68% of them agreed that police pursuits should only be used for major offences. This remains consistent with a study completed by Kappes, Greve, and Hellmers (2013) who discovered that older people are more likely to be risk adverse and worry about how police pursuits may affect their safety. Older participants frequently expressed concerns about potential accidents during pursuits and the safety of innocent bystanders.
4.2.2 Ethnicity and Trust in Police
The survey revealed a lack in responses from ethnic backgrounds, consisting of 25 respondents. With 5 stating they’re from a black background whilst the remaining 20 respondents identified as white. 
With only 20% identifying as black the statistical comparisons are limited, restricting the ability to draw a firm conclusion and should be interpreted cautiously. However, the initial patterns received, suggest that trust in the police varies massively by ethnicity, particularly around high-risk incidents such as pursuits. With most white respondents reporting they have trust in the police during pursuits, black respondents expressed lower levels of trust and the concerns they have revolving around pursuits. This disparity is consistent with Wheelock, Stroshine, and O’Hear’s (2019) research, which focussed on communities of colour tend to have lower levels of trust in the police.
Although the sample of ethnic backgrounds is small throughout the survey, the responses suggest that issues of trust are racialised, meriting a deeper investigation. The lack of ethnic diversity within this survey indicates the limitations in the reach, highlighting a potential bias in representation from the respondents, masking the extent of distrust from ethnic minorities. 
4.2.3 Media Influence on Public Perception 
Media exposure is a key factor on influencing opinions on police pursuits. The data collected from respondents within this survey has highlighted that 76% of people are exposed to media reports about crime and policing weekly. Respondents within this survey, who have reported being regularly exposed to media portrayals have generally been supportive of police utilising the powers of pursuits, however, have expressed deeper concerns to the safety of those involved, particularly the general public with 72% of respondents expressing their concerns of putting members of the public at un-necessary risk. (Please refer to appendix’ F & I).
According to Vaish et al., (2008) the Negativity Bias Theory contends that negative media representations typically have a greater influence on public opinion than positive ones. The findings of this survey is consistent with this theory. The publics opinion of police pursuits’ efficacy and morality is probably greater influenced by how the media portrays them, especially when it comes to their possible risks and unfavourable outcomes.
4.3 Qualitative Data Analysis 
The open-ended responses from participants highlighted further insights into the views of the public. Showcasing several recurring themes related to ethical implications, public safety concerns and the role of police accountability.
4.3.1 Concerns About Public Safety
A major concern raised by respondents was the safety implications associated with police pursuits. Many respondents emphasised that pursuits should be limited to situations whereby there is a clear and immediate threat to public safety. Appendix’ Q focusses on the biggest risks and disadvantages to police pursuits, with several participants highlighting their concerns over the safety of everyone involved, either directly or indirectly. With several participants expressing their concerns over injury or death. Appendix R refers to participants suggesting alternative methods for police pursuits, which have been suggested all need to be considered, leaving a pursuit as the last remaining option. With several participants highlighting a lack of police on the ground, potentially deterring criminals from wanting to flee from police. These findings are consistent with the Public Safety Theory, which posits the primary responsibility of police is to protect the public, expressing how pursuits often lead to unintended harm to innocent bystanders, (Goulka, Pozo and Beletsky, 2021)
4.3.2 Need for Transparency and Accountability
An interesting theme identified within the survey has been highlighted within Appendix S, with respondents highlighting their concern over police abusing their power to pursue fleeing vehicles. There is a clear gap in public understanding as to what police justify a reasonable reason to pursue a vehicle. Showcasing a gap between the public and police on policies and procedures. Police forces should develop and publicise clear guidelines which are readily available, outlining when a pursuit is justified, bridging the gap between police and public knowledge. The views align with research conducted by Dobson, Dittmann, and Yeager (2025), who emphasised the importance of clear protocols and public oversight, fostering trust between police forces and the communities they’re serving. 
4.5 Conclusion 
This analysis of the survey data collected exaggerates the multifaceted nature of public perception on police pursuits. Demographic factors as well as the influence of media portrayals, directly shaping of the perception of police pursuits. The findings suggest the requirement for greater transparency and accountability requiring a more nuanced approach. Practising public safety and addressing concerns of racial profiling. These insights contribute to the wider discussion of police polices and procedures, creating recommendations for future policy considerations.
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Appendix A:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
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Appendix E:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you or someone close to you ever been involved in a police pursuit (As a suspect, victim, witness or officer)?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Appendix F: [image: Forms response chart. Question title: How often do you watch or read news related to a crime and policing?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Appendix G:

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe police pursuits are necessary in policing?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]

Appendix H: [image: Forms response chart. Question title: How safe do you think police pursuits are for the following groups? (1 being very unsafe, and 5 being very safe).. Number of responses: .]
Appendix I:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your biggest concern regarding police pursuits?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
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Appendix J:[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Which statement best reflects your opinions on police pursuits policies?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]

Appendix K:

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How confident are you that police pursuits are conducted fairly and professionally? (1 being very confident and 5 not confident at all). Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Appendix L:[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe police officers should face legal consequences if a pursuit leads to serious injury or death?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Appendix M: [image: Forms response chart. Question title: How much do you think media coverage influences the public&apos;s perception of police pursuits? (1 being no influence, and 5 a lot of influence). Number of responses: 25 responses.]









Appendix N: 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you ever personally witnessed a police pursuit?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Appendix O:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: If you have witnessed a police pursuit, how did it make you feel?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
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How safe do you think police pursuits are for the following groups? (1 being very unsafe, and 5
being very safe).
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In your own words, what do you think are the biggest advantages of police pursuits?
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What do you think are the biggest risks or disadvantages of police pursuits?
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Do you think there are better alternatives to police pursuits? If so, what?
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25 responses

No
No

N/A

1 believe they are mostly used only when necessary, however there in some cases where the police use
their powers and do these unnecessarily. Unfortunately police pursuits can end up with fatalities, which
gives police pursuits a bad reputation. However | do not believe this is fair

The officers cannot be held accountable for the suspects poor driving mistakes
Good
They assist in policing

none




image26.png
no

I think there's not much coverage on successful police pursuits as opposed to the negative ones, it's a
shame because | think the media/news coverage of it al has a big impact on people's views, if there were
more positive coverage, the general public might have a greater trust towards police pursuits being safe

Police pursuits are a necessary tactic used within policing. However there are many risks and limitations
which need to be considered prior to engaging in one.

They're a useful tactic

Police are extremely risk averse when it comes to pursuit and offenders often get away with criminal
activity as a result. It is however a difficult act to balance.

None

Mo




image1.png
What is your age?
25 responses

@ Under 18
@ 1824
® 25-34

@ 3544

® 4554

® 5564

® 65+





image2.png
What is your gender

25 responses

@ Male

@ Female

@ Non-binary

@ Prefer not to say





image3.png
What is your highest level of education?
25 responses

@ No formal education

@® GCSE

© A-Level or equivalent

@ Degree

@ Masters degree or higher





image4.png
How do you define your ethnicity?
25 responses

@ White

@ Black

© Asian

@ Hispanic

@ Native American




image5.png
Have you or someone close to you ever been involved in a police pursuit (As a suspect, victim,

witness or officer)?
25 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Prefer not to say





image6.png
How often do you watch or read news related to a crime and policing?
25 responses

@ Daily

@ Afew times a week
© A few times a month
@ Rarely

@ Never





