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Terrorism is widely known as the ‘use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence international governments’ (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017). Additionally, terrorists use the threat of action to create fear in society; the aim is to promote political, racial, religious and ideological matters (Crown Prosecution Services, 2017). Currently, one of the most dangerous terrorist’s groups in the world is the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also known as ISIS and the Islamic State (Nance, 2016, p.1). ISIS are seen as the largest threat to global security, this is due to the fact that it is not just a threat to the West or America but also to Islam, as one of their strategies is to appoint members of society to join their causes, or enslave the 1.8 billions Muslims to follow their beliefs (Nance, 2016, p.1 ).

The Islamic State were formed due to the invasion on Iraq by the American military after Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for the devasting 9/11 terror attack (Oosterveld et al, 2017, p.1).  The group quickly gain power of regions in Iraq including Mosul and Tikrit, developing a new crisis of a new and unknown terrorist organisation at the time (Kumar, 2015). Within recent years, ISIS movements have gain controlled of territory in both Western Iraq and Eastern Syria. The group have used funds from organised crimes such as bank robberies to selling products such as natural resources (Kumar, 2015). The tactics also developed by the group in recent years is to radicalised people to carry out unpredictable attacks on a global scale (Kumar, 2015).

Governments from around the world understand the threats from the Islamic State. However, Governments must take into considers the ideologies which are posed by the terrorist organisation (Antony, 2020). The ideologies include; developing their own caliphate, this would be achieved by carrying out violence, the strategies put in place is to develop control on a global scale, including Western societies (Antony, 2020). Moreover, the Western societies are the opposite to the rules and beliefs which are set and followed by members of the Islamic State (Antony, 2020). As in Western societies they have choices such as, whether to worship a religion, and the freedom to live a life they desire. Whereas, the Islamic State follow strict rules and follow a strong belief (Antony, 2020). 

The strategy which ISIS want to achieve is a global caliphate by spreading their ideologies global. However, it must be taken into consideration if they have the capabilities to achieve such a large goal. It Is believed that ISIS have the skilled manpower that can use modern day technology such as social media to their advantages (Antony, 2020). The impact that using social media can have to achieve their goals is by being able to recruit people from a vast majority of locations (Antony, 2020). However, it is not just through social media where they have been seen to sophistically radicalise and recruit, the efforts can also be identified in their own magazine known as, Dubiq (Krona & Pennington, 2019 p.12). Furthermore, it has been suggested that the belief of a global caliphate is a ‘myth’ created to allow Muslims to gain a sense of identity in the modern era (Krona & Pennington, 2019, p.12). Theorist, Antony Smith (Cited in Krona & Pennington, 2019, p.13) states that ‘the myth of the Golden Age is narrative that terrorist group used to promote national renewal’. 
Moreover, many civilians join the likes of terror groups such as ISIS due to the fact they are told false potentials for example, ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi leads the ideology that if a ISIS worshiper dies carrying out an act that supports the Caliph, they believe they will be allowed a space in heaven (Krona & Pennington, 2019, P.13). 

As previously stated, ISIS is one of the dangerous terrorist group across the world (Nance, 2016, p.1). Many of the men who organise the group have higher education includer the leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, who studied his BA, MA and PhD in the University of Baghdad (Atwan, 2015, p.111). The intelligence of the organisation and reputation of the men at the forefront encourage many other to follow in their footsteps, unlike the likes of Osama Bin Laden would benefit from the wealth of Al-Qaeda (Atwan, 2015, p.113). 

The use of modern technology carried out by the Islamic state, such as drones and communication technology, helps to strengthen the groups prevalent in the Eastern Countries (Tonnessen, 2017). Additionally, the use of social media to radicalise individuals not only targets the East but, many Western Countries such as Britain, France and America citizens (Napoleoni, 2017, p.4). The group target lone-sum Muslims, which tend to be younger males and in some cases women that are unable to integrate into the Western societies (Napoleoni, 2017, p.4). The Islamic State, successful developed a new string of terrorists which changed the world’s perception of what terrorist are capable of carrying out in order to express their beliefs (Verkaik, 2016, p.1). 

Official Figures suggest that an estimated 800 British Muslims have travelled over to Syria and Iraq however, this can be criticised due to the fact that the official figures can easily miss citizen’s travelling back and four (Verkiak, 2016, P.13). A British citizen known as Jihad John has become known world-wide for his horrific actions, the execution of American journalist James Foley sent shockwaves to the West due to the lack of humanity that was expressed during video of the execution (Verkiak, 2016, P.13). The video was titled ‘a message for America’, it was uploaded to YouTube and quickly went viral over all social media platforms (Parkinson, 2014). The aim of violent videos such as, the beheading of Foley is firstly to gain a response from governments, in the case of Foley it was to gain a reaction from President at the time, Obama (Verkiak, 2016, P.13). Secondly, propaganda videos are uploaded to cause fear in society by the process of media amplification.

 A criticism of spreading  violent video over social media platform can be explained by a studied carried out by several researchers; research found that the media coverage of an traumatic event such as the 11th of September 2001, can lead to a victim or witness being 2.3 times more likely to experience post-traumatic stress (Vasterman et al, 2004). Moreover, the Islamic states tactics to circulate the video had been debated by many people who encouraged others not to ‘share’ or react to the video. 

The social media platforms such as Youtube and Twitter can be highly criticised for allowing such a cruel and unhuman violence to be easily access online (Parkinson, 2014). In response to these claims, Twitter deactivated a number of ‘ISIS members’ accounts, along with other large social media companies having condemned the use of horrific content being easily accessed by their user (Parkinson, 2014). Nonetheless, the Islamic State group adopt new approaches to promote their strategy of a caliphate (Parkinson, 2014). The new approach seemed successful on social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram, where propaganda was used to urge attacks on the Football World Cup 2018 in Russia, the group used donation pages to help go unidentified within the platforms (Blakely, 2018).

Modern technology is not the only tactics which is used by the Islamic State, the recruit of members to ‘help fight’ for the cause must take place to achieve their overall strategy.  The Islamic states use the internet and social media platforms to recruit young and lone-sum people from Western societies, due to being able to manipulate and glamourise their ideology (Heing, 2017, p.65). The harsh reality of the recruit process carried out by the Islamic State is that many of the young people are naïve and believe they will be rewarded with a better life. However, in some cases this is not the case, the groups utilised on the radicalising of young people by influencing a number of lone wolf terror attacks In the West (Heing, 2017, p.65). Overall, the Islamic State use the tactic of recruiting young people as they can control and manipulate to carry out deadly attacks, and for those who choose to return from fighting for the group can possible experience a brutal punishment (Heing, 2017, p.65). 

An example of how ISIS use social media to recruit young people from across the world was researched by Klausen (2015, cited in Awan, 2017). Klausen (2015, cited in Awan, 2017), concluded that the use of social media site Twitter, by members of the terror organisation were creating an illusion of false claims that the group were much more powerful than they were at the time.

The recruitment process works alongside the radicalising of a vulnerable person, the term radicalisation has become known as one of the most difficult security challenges, a number of plans and operations have been put in place to try and combat the threat of radicalisation (Vacca, 2019). The United Nations is leading the importance of radicalisation in the ‘Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism’, within the paper it is suggested that the use of the correct terminology and manipulative messages from violent extremists has been a key factor in many man and women traveling over to Iraq and Syria to offer them into their ranks.  

Groups such as the Islamic State no longer need to approach vulnerable individuals in the hope to radicalise them; the Institute for Strategic Dialogue states; “the internet allows individuals to ‘self-radicalise’ without input or encouragement from individuals in an offline setting” (Vacca, 2019). This suggests that attacks carried out by lone wolves are becoming more imminent. Researchers such as Picart (2015) believe that lone wolf attacks are carried out when a person develops a sense of connection to a terror organisation through the use of the internet a person can self-radicalise and become a source of violent action. Online radicalisation is difficult to monitor due to the skills used by the terror organisation. However, Governments must dis-encourage young people from exploring the content online (Vacca, 2019). Kundnani (2012, citied in Coppock & McGovern, 2014) put across that ‘the concept of radicalisation has become the master signifier of the late ‘war on terror’”.  The UK Government has therefore set out the CONTEST paper, which is the Governments strategy to counter terrorism, the strategies include Pursue, Prevent, Protect and Prepare (Coppock & McGovern, 2014)

Recruiting and radicalising young people from across the world had helped to develop the attacks methods used by the Islamic State. Over recent years, Europe has been the target of a new wave of terror attacks, the attacks have involved a number of tactics including individual attacks and well organised strategic attacks (Zoli & Williams, 2021).  The deadliest terror attack during the last decade on European soil, took place on the 13th of November 2015, were 130 innocent people were tragically killed, during the attack which took place at six location in Paris (Zoli & Williams, 2021). The attack methods and planning which were deployed to carry out this attack require understanding on the European boards and an knowledge of adaptive to a number of surroundings (Zoli & Williams, 2021). The group used an strategic-operation approach to gain access across the European boarders, two of the men ‘Al-Sabaawi’ and ‘Al-Mohammad’ also can be identified as freedom fighters; used the influx of refugees into Europe as a pose and registered in Greece as asylum seekers (Zoli & Williams, 2021).

The aftermath of the Paris Attacks, the Greek Deputy Minister of Migration stated that both men were issued with asylum due to the creditability of the authentic of their Syrian passports (Zoli & Williams, 2021). Many Governments in Europe can be criticised at this time for a number of gaps within the security at the boards. The Hungarian government closed their boards due to the number of refugees from Serbia (Zoli & Williams, 2021). The impact of the Hungarian board closure had on neighbouring counties such as Croatia, led to a overwhelmed board crisis, many migrants were rushed through the boarder without the adequate checks; due to the fact that the governments were reluctant to settle thousands of new migrants (Zoli & Williams, 2021). However, the men also required to travel through a number of other countries before arriving at France. However, there is no record to indicate the route after Croatia, this suggests the security gaps not only for the ‘freedom fighters’ but, also migrants who are looking to settle into countries with a better social welfare system (Zoli & Williams, 2021). 

Alongside organised attacks such as Paris 2015, the number of individual suicide bombing attacks taking place across the world is sharply increasing. The Islamic State claimed responsibility for one of the deadliest terror attacks on UK soil since 7/7, the Manchester arena bombings (Craigie et al, 2018). In a statement released by the group, they praise the bomber and redeeming his death with the status of ‘Solder of the Caliphate’ (Dearden, 2017).

 The Manchester Arena bombing took place on the 22nd of May 2017, where the bomber denoted a homemade bomb in the foyer of a concert, resulting in the deaths of 22 people, including the bomber and many children (Kerslake report, 2018). The security at the concert have come under great scrutiny due to many missed opportunities to approach and question the bomber, this evidence has been suggested by a public inquiry into the attack (Parveen, 2021). Sir John Saunders, the chair of the inquiry pinpoint that there were a number of shortcoming and missed opportunities these include; a lack of training of stewards to identify suspicious behaviour, and the failure of patrolling the premisses by both the employees and the police (Parveen, 2021). This attack method of a suicide bombing and creating a homemade bomb take organisation and planning to achieve a mass casualty attack. However, the Government, police and security organisation must be prepared, vigilant and adequately training (Parveen, 2021).

Lone wolf attacks can be spontaneous and difficult to counter for example, the murder of MP David Amess, at a church during a surgery in his constitute (Dodd, 2021). An arrest of Ali Harbi Ali, over the murder of the MP was carried out by Scotland Yards counter-terrorism command (Dodd, 2021). The Crown Prosecution Service believe they have evidence to suggest that Ali committed the murder under ‘terrorist connections, namely that it had both religious and ideological motivations’ (Dodd, 2021).
The UK Government counter terrorism department have created the ‘CONTEST’ strategy to counter terrorism. The current Terror threat level in England, Wales and Scotland is Substantial, an attack is likely to occur, in Northern Ireland the threat level currently stands as severe, this means an attack is highly likely (Gov.uk, 2021). Currently, the UK are more likely to experience an attack from the likes of the Islamic State, increase threats from right wings groups such as the National Action group (HM Government, 2018). The strategies which have been put in place to counter the new and changing threat of terrorism. The development of the strategies is due to lessons learnt by previous terror attack including the Manchester Arena bombing (HM Government, 2018).

The four key elements to the strategy are Pursue, Prevent, Protect and Prepare. Briefly, the purpose of pursue and prevent is to reduce the threat from terrorism, protect and prepare are used to identify and safeguard vulnerable people (HM Government, 2018). The Overall aim of these strategies are for citizen not to live in fear of terrorism and to allow freedom and confidence to continue, together these four element are in place to reduce the risk of overseas interest and radicalisation and to monitor those who are seen as potentially radicalised (HM Government, 2018). 

The Government strategy is in place to protect all UK citizens however, a multi-agency approach is required and responsible to educate people; especially young people. Schools in Sunderland and other areas used the prevention toolkit (Sunderland City Council, 2021) The kits include ideas, practical and resourceful approaches to support and prevent primary and secondary school children for the risk of radicalisation (Sunderland City Council, 2021). By carrying out the preventative strategy within a school setting it allows children and young people to understand how to identify the dangers of being radicalised by an extremist, and how to remain safe while using the internet or even video games (Sunderland City and Council, 2021). 

The multi-agency approach is also adopted by the police service, the national police chief council also use the prevention and pursue strategies, to tackle the threat posed to the security and citizens of the country (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021).  The Police service have developed a strategy in which states ‘Communities defeat terrorism’, this suggest that the use of the public is a powerful defence to combat terrorism; the National Police Chief Council (2021) continue and states ‘consequently, in recent years, attacks have been prevented and lives have been saved’. It is believed that the public are a valued due to the fact that well organised terror attack such as Paris 2015, involves planning and preparation (National Police Chief Council, 2021).  Many extremists will have to communicate with counterparts, research a possible target, purchase and store hardware equipment, carrying out surveillance operations on the possible target and complete ‘dry-runs’ (National Police Chief Council, 2021). The Police Service require information from the public due to fact they are unable to patrol and identify suspicious terrorist behaviour continuously. The public are the eyes and ear in many situations and crimes therefore, the police need to strong rapport with the general public to report any suspicious activities (National Police Council, 2021). 

Overall, the Islamic States believe in a global caliphate by recruiting and radicalising individuals (Antony, 2020). The strategy of a global caliphate can be seen as ambitious, due to a global solidarity against terrorism, many countries and Government join together to show no fear towards terrorism, shown by the strategies set out by the United Nations such as, ‘Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism’ (Vacca, 2019). The tactics which are used by the Islamic State is to recruit and radicalise the young due to lack of self-sense and being seen as vulnerable, making it easier to spread and glamourise their ideologies and beliefs (Heing, 2017, p.65). 
Radicalisation and recruitment on social media platforms have been carried out by the Islamic State, due to being able to reach a mass audience from all over the world. Many young people are naïve and believe they will be respected and honoured if they join a group such as ISIS (Heing, 2017, P.65). In fact, the harsh reality is they are manipulated and punished if they ever tried to leave. Therefore, the UK Government have created the CONTEST strategy to help prevent people from being radicalised, and to reduce the risk from terrorism (HM Government, 2018), The strategies are also in place to protect and safeguard vulnerable people within the society (HM Government, 2018). As a whole, the risk from terrorism will never disappear however, the strategies and tactics used by the terror organisations are forever changing and development due to new technology and advances. Therefore, Governments and emergency service’s around the world must be vigilant and aware of these circumstances and must look at way to develop the strategies against terrorism. 
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