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The Miracle of William Cragh
William Cragh was sentenced to be hanged on the 20 November 1290, for his involvement in the seizing and burning of Oystermouth Castle, which resulted in the death of thirteen of Lord William de Briouze Sr’s men.[footnoteRef:2] Cragh denied having any involvement in the killing of the Lord’s men.[footnoteRef:3] The motives for William Cragh’s actions were his hatred towards Lord Briouze Sr for taking his land, which left him living off the kindness of his friends.[footnoteRef:4] William Cragh was purportedly hung twice but survived.[footnoteRef:5] I would like to discuss in more detail the movements and involvement of a witness, John of Baggeham, surrounding the miracle that took place.
	John of Baggeham was Lord William de Briouze’s steward. According to Catherine Kelly, stewards in the thirteenth century had important roles such as, overseeing the courts, being in charge of administration and taking care of the Lord’s manors.[footnoteRef:6]  Catherine Clarke shows us John of Baggeham’s importance within the town and to Lord Briouze Sr by referring to him as the ‘Lord’s right-hand man’.[footnoteRef:7] The role of a steward was, as of custom, given to men greatly lower in status than lords and knights.[footnoteRef:8] Jones discusses the role of stewards and marshals within a lord’s manor and describes the role of a steward primarily as a domestic role. However, there appears to be some overlap between the roles of steward and marshal, according to Jones, with lieutenant marshals being appointed as stewards. This appears to be the case of John of Baggeham who has obvious military responsibilities while carrying the title of steward, as he escorted Cragh to the gallows and was supervisor of the execution.[footnoteRef:9]
	It was clear that John of Baggeham’s relationship with Cragh was hostile. This was because of Cragh’s involvement in the killing of thirteen of the Lord’s men. John of Baggeham believed he should be punished for his actions.[footnoteRef:10] John’s dislike of Cragh can be seen within his witness statement where he states that he was not pleased that Lady Mary was happy that Cragh had been resurrected.[footnoteRef:11] In Robert Bartlett’s book, he describes John as being ‘pleased with his death’, this shows that he has no remorse over Cragh’s death.[footnoteRef:12]
	John of Baggeham had an important role on the day of the William Cragh miracle and his involvement in the day’s events can be seen in his witness statement. He escorted Cragh to the gallows armed and on horseback and supervised the execution.[footnoteRef:13] After Cragh had been hanged for the second time, John reported back to his Lord.[footnoteRef:14] On receiving the news of Cragh’s fate, Lady Mary had asked John himself to take down Cragh’s body and for it to be carried into town.[footnoteRef:15] On John’s return to the castle, Lady Mary instructed him to measure his body with string which she got from her daughter Margaret’s purse.[footnoteRef:16] Upon measuring the body, John witnessed a foot move as well as claiming Cragh had inhaled a breath.[footnoteRef:17] After witnessing this he ran back to report his discovery to Lady Mary.[footnoteRef:18] In his statement, John claims that he witnessed the miracle and comments on how Cragh’s eye’s returned to their sockets and that he had opened his eyes shortly after they had been returned.  On the following day John said he heard Cragh speak.[footnoteRef:19] 						John of Baggeham’s itinerary of his movements and from studying the interactive map on ‘City Witness Website’ showed his importance and stature in the town.[footnoteRef:20] He was able to move around the town quickly, freely and effectively even though it would have been difficult with the boggy terrain and with the volume of people who had witnessed the execution.[footnoteRef:21] With the execution taking place on a steep hill, known as Gibbet Hill, it allowed more people to witness the hanging. 	
 I think this statement was reliable in John’s involvement, but I believe that some parts were exaggerated. With a close look at the events timeline, John has witnessed or heard most of the events surrounding the capture, hanging and the resurrection of William Cragh. With this being said, there are important events where John has been contradicted such as, saying he was ordered by Lady Mary to measure the body where as in Lady Mary’s statement she clearly states that her handmaid Sunehild measured him.[footnoteRef:22] He is clearly a man of importance as his movements and itinerary show, but again this may well have been exaggerated as Catherine Clarke mentions that the Nant Press was of boggy ground and this would have made John’s movements difficult, even on horseback.[footnoteRef:23] John’s recount of the day is focused on him portraying the importance of his roles and his ability to carry out his duties with full effect, whereas, other witness statements are more concerned with the Canonization of Thomas de Cantilupe such as Lady Mary de Briouze and William of Codineston with William mentioning in his statement that ‘without a miracle it was not possible at that time to avoid death’.[footnoteRef:24] After the research I have done, I believe that John of Baggeham’s testimony is highly valuable as he played a key role in many parts of the miracle, although somewhat exaggerated. [2:  ‘City Witness’, William Cragh, Statements, http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/5 [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [3:  ‘City Witness, The Story / The Twice-Hanged William Cragh |’ http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/the-story/the-twice-hanged-william-cragh/ [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [4:  Ibid. ]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  K. Catherine, ‘The Noble Steward and Late-Feudal Lordship’. JSTOR, vol.49 (1986), 133-135, p.132.]  [7:  C.A.M. Clarke, (ed), Power, Identity and Miracles on a Medieval Frontier, (Abingdon:Routledge, 2017).’Witnessing History: Perspectives on Medieval Swansea and its Cultural Contexts’ pp.1-17. P14.]  [8:  W. R. Jones, ‘The Court of the Verge: The Jurisdiction of the Steward and Marshal of the Household in Later Medieval England’. JSTOR, vol.10 (1970), 1-5, p.3.]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  ‘The Story / The Twice-Hanged William Cragh | City Witness’. http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/the-story/the-twice-hanged-william-cragh/ [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [11:  ‘City Witness’, John of Baggeham, Statements, http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/7 [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [12:  R. Bartlett, The Hanged Man: A Story of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,2004).]  [13:  J. Given, (review), ‘The Hanged Man: A Story of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages by Robert Bartlett’. JSTOR, vol.80 (2005), 510-512, p.512.]  [14:  City Witness’, John of Baggeham, Statements, http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/7 [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [15:  Ibid.]  [16:  Ibid.]  [17:  Ibid.]  [18:  Ibid.]  [19:  Ibid.]  [20:  Clarke, (ed), Power, Identity and Miracles on a Medieval Frontier, p14. ]  [21:  Ibid.]  [22:  ‘City Witness’, Mary de Briouze, Statements, http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2 [accessed 19 September 2018].]  [23:  Clarke, (ed), Power, Identity and Miracles on a Medieval Frontier, p.14.]  [24:  City Witness’, William of Codineston, Statements, http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/4 [accessed 21 September 2018].] 





Bibliography

Primary Sources 
‘The miracle of the resuscitation of the twice-hanged William Cragh’, Harriett Webster, (ed. and trans), (2014), [online]. Available at http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/the-story/the-twice-hanged-william-cragh/. (accessed: September 19 2018).
Secondary Sources 
Bartlett, R., The Hanged Man: A Story of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,2004).
Catherine, K., ‘The Noble Steward and Late-Feudal Lordship’. JSTOR, vol.49 (1986), 133-135, p.132. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clarke, C.A.M., (ed), ’Witnessing History: Perspectives on Medieval Swansea and its Cultural Contexts’, Power, Identity and Miracles on a Medieval Frontier, (Abingdon:Routledge, 2017).
Given, J., (review), ‘The Hanged Man: A Story of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages by Robert Bartlett’. JSTOR, vol.80 (2005), 510-512, p.512. 
Jones, W. R., ‘The Court of the Verge: The Jurisdiction of the Steward and Marshal of the Household in Later Medieval England’. JSTOR, vol.10 (1970), 1-5, p.3. 



