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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: SHOULD POLICE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BE ROUTINLY ARMED
INTRODUCTION:

There has long been questions asked as to whether Police in the united kingdom should be routinely armed and the implications of such a thing happening. This has never been more prevalent than now. With the United Kingdom achieving record levels of violent crime being committed both at a individual level and at a gang level the question begs. Should Police officers in the United Kingdom be routinely armed? Although the question itself appears very black or white it is actually one of great moral, ethical and cultural significance. Police in the United Kingdom have always had access to firearms since their conception however this has only been for exceptional circumstances in the past, and in the present, only specially trained officers have access to firearms. 

The United Kingdom is currently only one of a few nations in the world whereby Police do not carry firearms as standard and of all the G7 nations currently reports the least amount of fatal incidents between Police and suspects. 

I wish to conduct research into this topic in order to establish the effect such a decision would make and the implications it would carry for the Police, the public and those in government. I believe it will be interesting to look at the Police of the past and the Police of the present and to establish whether with the advance of technology it would be necessary for all officers to be armed.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

From my research I look to discover the potential impact having a routinely armed Police force would have on public perception of Police and their willingness to co operate with Police but also their willingness to approach Police in order to report incidents or provide intelligence. 

I will also look to research the opinions of Police officers and whether they would be happy being routinely armed if they had a choice, or how they would feel if firearms were made to be compulsory appointments.

Through research I will look to establish the potential risks involved in officers being armed and attempt to weigh up whether or not it is proportionate and ethical for officers to be routinely armed.

Finally, my research will look to discover if it is necessary for officers in the United Kingdom to be armed. Since the conception of the Police force in the United Kingdom officers have never been routinely armed, but they have also never faced the same threat they do today, so is now the time officers be armed to deal with all levels of threat and do the appointments and equipment currently being issued to officers provide enough support.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:


The key literature I will be using for my research will consist of university papers on the topic of Police being armed, writings from human rights groups such as amnesty international, and publications made by government organisations both in the United Kingdom and abroad in relation to incidents of Police having to use firearms. 

I believe there is however a gap in the research available. Often times this research takes an outsiders view of the issue. I intend to fill the gap of available research by being able to take the opinions of everyday Police officers and show how those on the frontline of this question feel.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I intend to conduct research by conducting surveys of response and firearms officers as well as those who are in supervisory roles in order to get a broad scope of opinions. 

I also intend to conduct interviews with officers of different levels of experience in an attempt to find out their opinions on the question asked.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I plan  to sample currently serving officers in order to gain their standpoint on the question, also regular members of the public in order to find out if they would be comfortable with Police being routinely armed. I also wish to make contact with human rights groups to get their input on the issues surrounding Police being armed.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I believe the question of Police  in the united kingdom being armed allows an enormous opportunity to discuss ethical issues particularly those surrounding race and economic situation.
. 








	TIME SCALE:

I estimate it will take approximately a month to put out a survey, await responses and then collect and analyse the result of a survey.

I believe it will take a further month to then complete any interviews to be carried out in relation to the research topic.



	REFERENCE LIST:
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