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Abstract
For this question I am going to discuss the site of Hierakonpolis and the cat burials that are situated there. I shall also be discussing what this site possibly tells us about cats in both Pre-Dynastic and Early dynastic Egypt and will also be trying to discover whether or not this site had an influence upon how cats were treated in the later dynastic periods and if this may have led to their rise in popularity.
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Introduction
For this report I am going to be looking into the Predynastic and Early dynastic time periods, and I shall also be looking into the Ancient Predynastic/Early dynastic site of Hierakonpolis. My aim is to show how wild cats were seen or portrayed at this site and how the Ancient Egyptians reacted to them and why they did this, if at all possible, but I will also be trying to determine through these burials if this site could have assisted in the rise in the popularity of the cats in the later dynasties. To do this I am going to be looking at the remains of several cats found in three separate areas of the site. These cats are all of a different species and have a different age ranges. The cats that I shall be looking at are the Wild Cat (Felis Silvestris), the Jungle Cat (Felis Chaus) and the Leopard.    
Tomb 12- Cat buried alongside a baboon and a hippopotamus
The cat found buried in the tomb 12 cat burial was identified as a Felis Chaus which is known as a jungle cat. This can be proven by the quote:
[image: ]The metrical comparison of these cats with the subadult specimen of jungle cat (F. Chaus), found previously in Tomb 12, also shows that the cats from Feature E are much smaller and can be identified as wild cat (F. Silvestris). (Van Neer, W et al, 2014: 106).













Figure 1. Map of the Tomb 16 Mortuary complex after, Van Neer, W; Linseele, V; Friedman, R and De Cupere, B, 2014



The Felis Chaus (Jungle Cat) was mainly found in North Africa and Asia but it can also be found in Egypt and this is explained by P.L. Armstrong and Juliet Clutton Brock when they describe the jungle cat by stating that ‘it is found in North Africa and Asia. In Egypt this cat can be reddish yellow in colour but throughout the rest of its range it is usually grey’ (Armitage P.L and Clutton Brock, J. 1981. 8: 186].   
This burial was found in the Tomb 16 Mortuary Complex at the Hierakonpolis site and this is shown through a map (See fig. 1). This map displays the entire tomb 16 mortuary complex and portrays how the tombs may have looked whilst also labelling where each animal is buried in this section of the site, also showing where the wall boundaries to this section would have been located.  
The burial was discovered in approximately 1982 and this is stated in the Nekhen news article when it states: 
As an example, the finds from Tomb 12, excavated in 1982, are presented below. This tomb has previously been described as a semi-intact burial of four baboons, but in fact we found the remains of at least seven baboons, a very young hippopotamus and a young felid. (Van Neer, W and Linseele, V. 2002. 14:7). 
This burial also dates back to the Naquada II period which is shown in the statement 
The second was to elucidate the date of the faunal graves because a small quantity of pottery sherds that had come to light from Tomb 12, the baboon grave, indicated that it was Naqada IlA in date. (Adams, B. 2002. 12:16). 
[bookmark: _Hlk502673983]This indicates that many of the tombs were hard to date and so they had to date the tombs by using any necessary methods, such as using the pottery shards found inside. The burial is described as ‘a roughly rectangular grave, 1.5 by 1.0 m, 90 cm deep cut into the wadi sediments down to the underlying sandstone bedrock’ (Linseele, V et al, 2007: 2084). This was described by Taylor in his book as the type of burial that would have fit this time period when he says:
[bookmark: _Hlk502771856]In the Naquada II and Naquada III phases, oval grave pits were superseded by larger rectangular graves. Internal arrangements for the dead improved, and some graves were lined with wood or brick. (Taylor, J. 2001: 147-8).
[bookmark: _Hlk502422716][image: ]The archaeological evidence regarding the cat is described by Van Neer, Linseele and Friedman in their article when they state that; ‘healed fractures occur on the Humerus and the Femur’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2004. 84). The humerus is the ‘arm bone’ (Grey, H. 2000) of the cat which is shown on the skeleton of the cat in Figure 2 where it is shown to belong to the upper part of the cat’s frontal legs and the Femur bone is the ‘thigh bone’ (Grey, H. 2000.) of the cat, which is again shown by the image of the cat’s skeleton (See Figure 2) as this bone is shown to belong to the upper part of the cats back legs.  Figure 2. Image of cat skeleton after Michigan Ave Animal Hospital n.d.

This is also supported by a photograph of the long bones of the cat from Tomb 12 from the same paper. (See Figure 3). 
[image: ]Bone A from this image can clearly be identified as the Tibia of the cat due to the curved edge of the upper part of the bone, however, I cannot identify any types of injuries upon this bone. 
[image: ][image: ]Nonetheless, bones B and C clearly show that the cat had suffered fractures to its leg, however, due to the fractures being healed, it is clear that these fractures were sustained during the animals’ life. Bone B (See Figure 3) shows the fractures through the two open and blackened portions of these photographs of this bone. The black area on the bone is an indicator of where the fractures are. Figure 3. Long bones of the cat from Tomb 12 after Van Neer, W; Linseele, V and Friedman, R. 2004.

[bookmark: _Hlk502414589]Bone C, on the other hand, is different again as it has a large piece of the bone missing and this is indicative of where the fracture was upon this leg, nonetheless, closer looks at the photograph of bone C (See Figure 3) would show that the bone just as with bone B is porous and this is an indicator that the bone had already started the healing process. Due to the quality of the photograph (See Figure 3) we cannot account for nor see all of the fractures that the cat may have sustained during its time. 
[bookmark: _Hlk502419101][image: ]In their 2015 article, Van Neer; Linseele; Friedman and De Cupere describe the fractures that the jungle cat sustained by saying;
The Humerus has an oblique total fracture in the upper third part of the diaphysis that consolidated at an angle of about 35 degrees anatomical axis…. The right femur also has a healed oblique fracture…. The consolidation happened at an angle of about 40 degrees. (Van Neer, W et al. 2015. 27 (1): 95).Figure 4.  Photograph and X-ray image of the right femur and left humerus of the jungle cat from Tomb 12 after Van Neer, W; Linseele, V; Friedman, R and De Cupere, B. 2015

An oblique fracture is a certain type of fracture which means that ‘the break is diagonal across the bone’ (Cleveland Clinic Foundation. 2017) and so this quote practically means that the jungle cat has a diagonal break in the bones in both the front and back parts of its body. 
There could have been various reasons for the cat to have come to the site, including curiosity towards the inhabitants of the site. However, Van Neer and his co-writers indicate that the cats may have only arrived at the site due to the food and the possibilities of being fed by saying ‘The humans may have tolerated or encouraged the presence of the cats for the protection of their stored food’ (Linseele, V et al. 2007. 2082). 
The significance of this burial is that it is an all animal burial and this is shown by Van Neer, Linseele and Friedman in their 2004 article when they state ‘we found the remains of at least 7 baboons, one very young hippopotamus and a small felid’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2004. 82).  
The animals themselves were all buried close to the wall this can be seen in the map (See Figure 1) and some of the animals are also surrounding the tombs. This makes it appear as though either the animals were buried in that particular area to guard the site or that they were put there to guard the tombs themselves.
The bones of the Felis Chaus belonging to Tomb 12 indicate that the cat may have been held in captivity or that the cat may have been captured during a hunt due to the injuries that the cat had sustained. This indicates that there was minor interaction between the wild cats and the Ancient Egyptians at the Hierakonpolis site. The Ancient Egyptians at the site may also have seen the cats as protectors and therefore buried them close to the wall, so as to protect not only the tombs but the site also. 
[bookmark: _Hlk502834093] Feature E- Cat Burial 
The species of the cats belonging to this burial is the Felis Silvestris. This can be proven by Van Neer; Linseele and Friedman’s 2011 article when they state: 
Feature E was a circular pit of about 50 cm in diameter and 25 cm deep, which held the fully articulated bodies of six cats (Felis Silvestris) draped along the bottom and around the sides. (Van Neer, W et al. 2011: 185). 
The species’ identification can be proven by Van Neer; Linseele; Friedman and De Cupere’s 2014 article when they explain:
[bookmark: _Hlk502517258]The metrical comparison of these cats with the subadult specimen of jungle cat (F. Chaus), found previously in Tomb 12, also shows that the cats from Feature E are much smaller and can be identified as wild cat (F. Silvestris). (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 106).
This species of cat and its subspecies, the Felis Silvestris Lybica (Near Eastern Wildcat), is quoted to have been ‘found throughout continental Europe, Southwestern Asia and the Savannah regions of Africa’ (Dewey, T, 2005). This quote would place the species of the cats from this burial in Egypt at the time of the burial of the cats.
[bookmark: _Hlk502433294]The map of the Hierakonpolis funerary temple precinct (See Figure 1) shows that the cats were buried close to wall B7 of the Tomb 16 mortuary complex, However, this site is a recent discovery, after only being discovered in ‘March 2008’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 104). This burial site has been ‘dated to the early Naquada II period’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 104).
Whilst this burial is a rather unique burial, there is not much written about it as it is a relatively new discovery and there is still much to be learned from the burial. The Feature E cat burial is a burial that houses the fully articulated bodies of six cats, two of these being adults and four being kittens. The kittens belong to two different litters with two kittens belonging to one litter and the final two belonging to another.  This is shown through the statement:
Which held the fully articulated bodies of six cats (Felis Silvestris) draped along the bottom and around the sides. The cats include two adult individuals (male and female) and four kittens of two different age classes. (Van Neer, W; et al. 2011: 185).
This statement shows that all six of the cats were buried together, nonetheless, it also makes clear that the two adults cannot be the parents of the two litters as the kittens are of different age classes. Moreover, these burials were described as ‘the first undisturbed animal burials found in this cemetery’. (Friedman, R. 2008: 10).
[bookmark: _Hlk502432945] The burial is described as ‘…a circular pit of about 50 cm in diameter and 25 cm deep, which held the fully articulated bodies of six cats (Felis Silvestris) draped along the bottom and around the sides’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2011. 185). This statement would indicate that this burial dated possibly to the late Naquada I period: Taylor, in his book, describes the burials in this period as;
In the succeeding Naquada I (or Amratian) period, graves increased in size and were oval in shape, while the goods supplied were numerous and varied, including pottery and stone vessels, jewellery and figurines. (Taylor, J. 2001: 147). 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]The burial taking place during the Naquada I period would account for the shape of the grave, however, Van Neer and his co-writers again write in their 2014 article that ‘the burials were all intact, and because they appear in close proximity to one another are believed to be contemporary. No artefacts were found inside the pits.’ (Van Neer et al.  2014: 105) and this is not indicative to the image that Taylor depicts of a Naquada I burial, as Taylor’s statement above suggests that the grave was exiting the Naquada I period and entering the Naquada II. The fact that this burial is a Naquada II burial is suggested by Van Neer and his co-authors when they write ‘their position in relation to the boundary wall indicates an association. This wall can be dated to early Naqada II based on material deliberately incorporated in its foundations’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 105) indicating that the burials are of the Naquada II period. Most of what is known about the archaeological evidence towards the treatment of these six felines was in the 2014 article written by Van Neer and his cowriter’s, they state that; Figure 5. Calcaneus and astragalus of the male and female Felis Silvestris compared to those of Felis Chaus from Tomb 12 after Van Neer, W et al, 2014

A visual impression of the size differences between the jungle cat and the male and female wild cat is illustrated for the calcaneus and astragalus and the humerus. (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 106-7). 
This indicates that a size difference is clearly shown between the two species through the bones of the cats but they are shown through a photograph of the Calcaneus and the Astragalus bones from the Felis Silvestris and the Felis Chaus from Tomb 12. (See Figure 5) This is also how the species of the cats in this burial were identified. Comparing the bones from the three cats (See Figure 5), a clear size difference can be seen as the bones from the Felis Chaus from Tomb 12 appear to be larger in stature than the bones of the Felis Silvestris. 
[image: ]The calcaneus bone (See Figure 6) is shown on the image of the skeletal structure of a cat’s foot and can clearly be seen to be the cat’s ankle bone and is also the largest tarsal bone, whereas the Astragalus is clearly seen to be the ankle bone of the cat which is attached to the calcaneus. Figure 6. Image of the skeletal structure of a cat’s foot after, vBulletin Solutions, Inc 2018.

Further analysis of the bones of the cats shows that there was ‘no wear visible upon the teeth and the postcranial skeleton shows no signs of any age-related pathology’. (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 106). This indicates that the cats were rather young, in concerns to their age, and this also suggests that their ages were not the causes of their deaths.
In the 2014 article, four of the cats were described by saying;
[bookmark: _Hlk502782154]The four younger individuals still have the deciduous premolars in their mandibles. In two of the individuals (cats 1 and 2), the first molar can be seen almost piercing through the crypt, whereas in the two other specimens, only a smaller opening is visible in the ramus (cats 4 and 5). (Van Neer, W et al. 2014: 106). 
This basically means that the ages of the cats can be determined by the teeth of the cat as the age of a cat is very difficult to determine through the way that it looks. The ages of four of the cats are determined by the ‘deciduous premolars in their mandibles’ (mouths) which after researching I have found that ‘all of these teeth come in between 5–6 weeks old’. (Princeton Veterinary Hospital. 2015). Whereas, the ramus is defined as ‘the vertical extension of each half of the mandible that ends at the coronoid process’ (The Free Dictionary. 2018). This mean that at a certain age the two halves of the mandible would eventually meet and in regards to Van Neer’s quote, that has not happened yet. 
Van Neer and his co-authors address the issue of the cats again in their 2014 article when they say;
[bookmark: _Hlk502689964][bookmark: _Hlk503287106][bookmark: _Hlk503287075][bookmark: _Hlk503286984]The line that unites the caudal end of the processus coronoideus with the caudal end of the processus angularis cuts off the processus articularis. The angle that this line makes with the ventral side of the corpus mandibulae is obtuse in the case of the female from HK6, and more or less straight in the male specimen. (Van Neer, W et al, 2014: 107).
The Latin in this quote is mainly self-explanatory as it is similar to its English translation. This basically translates to the line that unites near the caudal end of which means the ‘hind part of’ (Medicinenet.com 2017). The processus coronoideus is defined as ‘the coronoid process of the mandible’ (DuPont, G and De Bowes, L. 2009: 84) with the ‘hind part of’ (Medicinenet.com 2017) corpus mandibulae which means ‘the angular process of the mandible’ (DuPont, G and De Bowes, L. 2009: 84) and cuts off the ‘articular process’ (processus articularis). (The Free Dictionary 2018).
 The angle that this line makes with ‘the lower surface of,’ which is defined by the words ventral side (The Free Dictionary 2018) of ‘the cat’s ‘left mandible’ (DuPont, G and De Bowes, L. 2009: 88) is obtuse in the case of the female from HK6, and more or less straight in the male specimen. This should possibly be one way to tell the cat’s gender and does show that there may have been a deformity or a break within the mandible of the female that had already healed, as the term ‘obtuse’ in this case in described as an angular motion and so this means that the mandible was at an ‘angle of more than 90 degrees but less than 180 degrees’. (Cambridge Dictionary 2018.)
Unfortunately, due to the uniqueness of this burial there were no external injuries reported which could have indicated whether or not they died of any foul play. But the bones of the feature E six cat Felis Silvestris burial can tell us that the cats did not die of old age and that all six of the cats did not create one entire family, as the cats were not very old. This means that they would have had to have either been born in captivity or close to the site and wandered to the site accidentally. This indicates that these cats would have had much human interaction with those at the site and may have led to the rise in the influence that the cats had in the later dynasties. 
[bookmark: _Hlk502834155]Tomb 50- Leopard Burial  
[image: ]The species of cat that was buried in Tomb 50 was a leopard. Osborn and Osbornova wrote in their book that ‘Leopards probably inhabited most of Egypt during the Pharaonic time’. (Osborn, D and Osbornová, J. 1998: 119). Which meant that the leopards would have been in Egypt during this time period and easily available to anyone during that period. The species of the cat in this burial was identified due to the skull measurements of the cat found within the burial. This graph clearly shows that the leopard was rather large for its species and could overlap with a lion. The Nekhen news article, in which this graph was published, also illustrated these facts by stating;[bookmark: _Hlk502765911][bookmark: _Hlk502765912]Figure 7. Lion-Leopard Size skull graph after Van Neer, W and De Cupere, B, 2011.

the size of the Tomb 50 skull falls in the overlap zone of the two species, it was necessary to search for a possible combination of factors that would separate lion and leopard. Finally, it was possible to identify the HK6 cat through the simultaneous use of two width measurements and the skull length. It turns out that the large cat from HK6 is in fact a male leopard of exceptional size. (Van Neer, W and De Cupere, B, 2011: 13). 
[bookmark: _Hlk502767889][bookmark: _Hlk502772163]The map of the Funerary Temple Precinct (See Figure 1) shows that this burial was located in the right corner of the Tomb 16 mortuary Temple Complex at Hierakonpolis and is also located not far from the wall B7. However, the Tomb itself was a relatively late discovery at the cemetery, as it was only discovered in 2011 and this is known as it was shown in the Nekhen News article when they mention that ‘this season we examined the surface bones from’ (Van Neer, W and De Cupere, B, 2011: 12), indicating that the entire article was written solely about what was found during that year, and then in the same article they later say ‘The very next day we started excavation in the area and soon could trace the outline of a round, 2m-wide grave that we baptised Tomb 50’.( Van Neer, W and De Cupere, B, 2011: 12). This basically states that the burial was excavated in 2011. However, this statement also gives us the dimensions and the shape of the grave pit. The round grave pits are described as a feature of the Naquada I period by Taylor when he writes in his book; 
In the Naquada II and Naquada III phases, oval grave pits were superseded by larger rectangular graves. Internal arrangements for the dead improved, and some graves were lined with wood or brick. (Taylor, J. 2001: 147-8).
However, this same Nekhen News article also describes the grave as ‘On the mat-lined floor of the tomb were the remains of a large cat that had been covered with textile and then more matting’ (Van Neer, W and De Cupere, B, 2011: 12). This statement, according to Taylor’s book, would date this grave to the late Naquada I and early Naquada II periods because whilst the floor of the burial pit was lined with matting, the shape of the burial pit was round. This grave was also highly disturbed, which is not unusual for burials such as these due to looters and other such occurrences. 
[image: ]The skeleton of the leopard did show some injuries, nonetheless, it did not portray many of the injuries that the leopard sustained throughout its life. The first thing that the leopard’s skeleton shows us is that the wearing on the leopard’s teeth show that the leopard was a particularly old individual. This is shown by ‘the leopard is indeed a very old individual, as shown by the heavy, natural wear of its incisors’ (Van Neer, W et al. 2015: 96). The teeth of this individual cat are not the only way to discern the age of it, but the size of the cat can also be a way to try to estimate the age of this cat.  The skeleton also showed that the leopard suffered from Figure 8. Photograph and X-ray image of the right pelvis half of the leopard from Tomb 50 after, Van Neer, W; Udrescu, M; Linseele, V; De Cupere, B and Friedman, R, 2015. 

a deformation of the iliac wing of the right half of the pelvis was mentioned. Instead of the more or less rectangular shape typically seen in felids, the right ilium wing of the Hierakonpolis leopard has a bilobed aspect. (Van Neer, V et al, 2015: 95). The iliac wing or ilium bone (See Figure 8) is mentioned in the statement above as a bone in the pelvis. There are three bones in the pelvis and the iliac wing in this leopard is deformed and appears to ‘to two lobes of tissue’ (The Free Dictionary 2018). 
These bones show that the leopard had lived to an old age and may have suffered trauma during the later years of its life. The bones also show that the leopard been taken care and that this may either have happened in captivity or it may have happened naturally whilst the leopard was in the wild. But nonetheless, the bones show that the leopard was also a large individual for its species and that in itself makes this leopard unique.
The significance of this burial is that not only is it an all animal burial, with no other adornments for this time period to accompany the leopard into the afterlife, but it shows that the wild animals that existed in Egypt during the time period that the leopard lived in were not very comfortable around the humans yet and that the humans, in turn, were not fully comfortable around the wild animals either. A second theory for this burial, where they have no adornments or trinkets buried along with them is that the human religions may not have fully developed by the time that the leopard was buried and so the Ancient Egyptian people were still trying to develop their religious culture. 
Conclusion
After researching this topic as thoroughly as I could, I have found that whilst this essay can tell us much about the cats, it can only theorise about whether or not the site has or hasn’t had on the behaviour towards the cats in the later dynasties.
The type of life that the Felis Chaus that resided in Tomb 12 lived during its lifetime can only be depicted through its skeleton, which does not give us much in the way of evidence as to how the cat lived. However, The Felis Chaus’ right femur and left humerus both have fractures upon them which were described as healed total oblique fractures which, whilst not a clean break, do break diagonally. This may have occurred when the cat was captured during a hunt, nonetheless, there is no evidence to support this approach to these findings. There is another way that this could have occurred and that is through the possibility that it may have happened whilst the cat was already in captivity. There is evidence to support this through the bones of the Feature E Felis Silvestris Cats form this site and this makes this the more likely of the two for this to have occurred. This merely proves that the cats and the Ancient Egyptians did not have much of a relationship during the time period that the Felis Chaus was alive and if they did then it is quite possible that the cat would not have become injured as badly as it did. This may have had some influence on the behaviour towards the cats in the later dynasties, however this burial may not have had much of an effect in this area as cats only gained a massive influence in Ancient Egypt in the much later dynasties. 
The six cats from the Feature E burial were a unique burial and there were also many issues with the burial. There were no injuries that could tell us anything about the lives of the six cats and therefore, this could mean that they had never even been in the wild to have gained any injuries and so I had to use the little information that I could gather to try to gain an understanding of the life that the cat led and to garner whether this life could have had any influence on the behaviour towards cats in the later dynasties. I discovered that there was no wear on the denta and no age-related pathology. I found this to mean that the cats were born at the site and they did not die because of their ages as there is no actual cause of death for these cats. This is supported by the fact that I had found that; 
The four younger individuals still have the deciduous premolars in their mandibles. In two of the individuals (cats 1 and 2), the first molar can be seen almost piercing through the crypt, whereas in the two other specimens, only a smaller opening is visible in the ramus (cats 4 and 5). (Van Neer, W et al, 2014: 106).   
 This indicates that four of the cats would have been very young and that in the wild they would have still been reliant upon their mother for any food that they would get. The two adults also appeared to have had a size difference and because of this, it is shown that the six cats do not belong to one family. They also share a grave that appears to have been hurriedly dug and because of this I believe that these six cats may have had a close relationship with the human and but the injuries sustained by these wild cats make it appear as though it may have been the starting point for the domestication of cats in Ancient Egypt, However, there is no evidence for this. But because of the reasons stated above I believe that this may have had some influence on the behaviour towards the cats in the later dynasties, however, it may not have had much of an influence towards them. 
The burial of the leopard in Tomb 12 is rather unhelpful with the pathology of the animal due to the site being so new, however, I have still found out a little about what may have occurred to the leopard during its lifetime and the influence that it may have had with what little I do have. Most of the clues to the leopard’s life are there because of the leopard’s skeleton. The leopard’s skeleton showed that it was a very old animal, this was seen through its teeth and the skeleton also showed that the leopard was a very large leopard and that it was initially mistaken for a small lioness due to its size. This indicates that the leopard was in full heath and in its peak condition. This may have been due to being in the wild or it could have been due to the care of the Ancient Egyptian people at the time that the leopard was alive. The most likely possibility for its size is due to originally being in the wild and then being forced into captivity. This is shown through the cats deformed iliac wing which could have happened in two ways: one, the leopard was caught in a net and injured accidentally by hunters from Hierakonpolis when they returned from a hunting trip, and two: that the leopard was held in captivity and tied to a post to prevent the cat from escaping. These two possibilities indicate that whilst there is a tie between the cat to the Ancient Egyptians at the site, there does not appear to have been a very close one. The leopards meant power, prestige and status:
It is impossible to know if the skin already signified the heir apparent, as it will later in the Dynastic period when donned by the sem priests (usually the eldest son of the deceased) during the funerary ritual, but its association with high status officials in the Early Dynastic period and possibly much earlier is clear. (De Cupere, B; Linseele, V and Hamilton, S. 2013: 300). 
Unfortunately, due to the nature of the site of Hierakonpolis and how relatively new the site is, as the excavations only started in the 1970’s, I have had difficulties with finding authors other than Linseele, Van Neer and Friedman, who have actually excavated at the site and, therefore have the most experience with writing about it.  
After examining at the evidence, I came to the conclusion that the site of Hierakonpolis can tell us much about the Predynastic and Early Dynastic burials that are situated there and that in some areas, Hierakonpolis may have had an influence on the behaviour towards cats in the later dynasties, however, in the areas that the site did have an influence towards cats, it was a slow and gradual influence. 
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