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    Reading Latin Poetry 1.   
Vergil Aeneid 1.494 – 1.519.

While these things seem wondrous to the Trojan Aeneas, while he is amazed and remains with his gaze fixed on one thing, the queen, in the very beautiful form of Dido, walked into the temple, accompanied by a great crowd of young men, just as on the banks of the (Spartan river) Eurotas or across the ridges of (the hill of) Cynthus (on Delos), Diana gives practice to her chorus of dancers and singers, as a thousand following mountain nymphs gather together from here and there; she, Diana, walking and wearing a quiver on her shoulder, overtops all the goddesses; joys pervade the silent heart of Latona(, Diana’s mother). Just so was Dido, proceeding happily in that way through the crowd, and devoting herself to the work of the future kingdom. Then in the doors (leading) to the (statue of the) goddess, under the central vault of the temple, she sat down, fenced round by weapons and resting on a high throne. She issued laws and rules, and divided up work and toil into properly equal parts, or (assigned tasks) by drawing lots.  When suddenly Aeneas sees approaching in a great crowd Antheus and Sergestus, and the brave Cloanthus, and others of the Trojans, whom a black storm had scattered at sea and had carried utterly away to other shores. At one and the same time he was amazed and Achates was struck by both joy and fear; they (both) were burning with desire to grasp the right hands of their fellows, but the incomprehensible event before them disturbs their minds. Clothed in the hollow cloud they conceal themselves and watch (to find out) what fate will befall their men, on what shore they left the fleet, for what purpose they are coming; for men chosen from all the ships were coming, pleading for kindness as they made for the temple with a shout.
Difficulties: word order, vocabulary, interpretation.
However, there were fewer problems with verb forms than in prose, because of the limited number of tenses used and the generally simpler constructions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, word order is usually the challenge in poetry – the more used you get to metre, the easier this will become. Position in the line is a very powerful tool for emphasis, and often interesting to look at in the context of interpretation. But tense (once one remembers the alternative 3rd perfect ending) is often easier, and a clear storyline helps. Well done!!


