What is the Furry fandom?
 The furry fandom, a group of people who all share an interest in anthropomorphic animal characters. It's a community of people expressing their interest through art and similar ideals.  It started in the 80s but gained more popularity in the 2000s. This Fandom has been a big creative inspiration for me and my work. Despite all the positives surrounding this fandom, some negatives are hidden within the community, which hasn’t given it a good name. I will discuss history that has involved anthropomorphic art, media and furry’s, fursonas and fursuits. 
   Anthropomorphic art has been around for centuries, so pinpointing where it started can be difficult. There are many examples of anthropomorphized animals throughout history, but it is hard to say what is and isn't furry art. The earliest depictions could be from ancient Egyptians, as animals symbolized a lot of their beliefs. Their gods would adopt the animals' skills, strengths and behaviours, shown through their art. Their God Anubis was the God of death, deciding to let people into the afterlife and to be reborn, his head is depicted as a Jackal. Jackals represent death and symbolize loneliness and desolation. We now know the symbolism of today could’ve been heavily influenced by Anubis, so forever solidifying the same symbolism as their God. Martin Leman was an artist from the 1960s, famously known for his paintings of cats. He mostly would illustrate cats doing human activities like his painting ‘Cat In Sofa’, which shows a cat on a sofa indulging in smoking and drinking whilst dressed sophisticatedly. His work would fall under furry art as he describes it as ‘drawing the people in their different positions as cats, getting as near to their characteristics as possible.’ (Dutt R, 2004, p.73) which is, technically, the definition of anthropomorphized animals.
   There is plenty of mainstream media today that could be inspiration for furry artists. Walt Disney’s animal characters, Robin hood movie is a good example of this as the characters are all animals. Possibly the animals that they are could symbolize certain things too , Robin is a fox which are sly and clever and he Is a thief stealing from the rich which mean he would need to be sly and clever to do his schemes. Interestingly, Disney and other studios knew about furry’s but weren’t to fond of the community, often times would refuse working with people associate with the community the reasoning ‘it wasn’t just because of the adult material it was also because they saw people trading art back and forth freely and they did not like the idea of property being freely exchanged’(Ash coyote ,2020, 51:09) .Paru Itagaki is a Japanese illustrator well known for the manga series Beastars, which centers around an animal world of high-schoolers. The story mainly focuses on the fact they are animals as it is brung into the plot their animal instincts and conflict between species and carnivores and herbivores. She also has a very unique way of drawing these animal characters in her works so it stands out compared to other artists. Paru itagaki is also a furry as she has a fursuit she wears to interviews hiding her identity. Despite there being positive media there as still negative sides to it, in certain areas the fandom has been scrutinized because of the actions of certain people in the community and outside media has picked from those parts and made them the face of the Fandom giving it a bad name with its publicity.  
Animals throughout history have had varieties of symbolism and meanings. When artists add them in their work, they usually have strong significance in that piece. Animal that everyone is familiar with would be dogs, usually portray loyalty, faithfulness and wisdom. In cultures and art, ‘during the Renaissance Era, they represented fidelity and female seduction’(Skullbliss, 2020). Celtics myths used them as representing shape shifters. Horses are recognized for their strength and resilience, they symbolize freedom, wildness and nobility. Foxes as mentioned earlier, are cunning sly animals. In religion Christians see similarities to the devil. There are some positives to the fox as it symbolizes wealth. The different interpretations and meanings behind each animal with self-expression and art a core factor to furry's and identity. People may view animals and take inspiration from their symbolism or unique characteristics when creating their animal persona otherwise known as their fursona.
   Fursonas are anthropomorphic original characters that majority of the Fandom have, usually have one but can make multiple fursonas for oneself. They can be a reflection on a person’s interests, for example favorite colors, animals or expressing specific parts of someone’s identity like aspects of their personality and gender; a fursona can be aspirational representing what they wish they were or want to become. There is species that are made in the fandom like protogens and sergals specifically for creating unique fursonas as they allow you to make interesting characters not based on real aanimals. Additionally the fandom has rare and more unique species that are a lot less well known such as dutch angel dragons which are necessarily just fluffy dragons, manokits a species appearance that is amix of fox, shark and velociraptor . Protogens are species which are 70%robotic and 30% biological. They have fur on their ears torso arms and tail as their face has a visor and rest of the parts are robotic, some people are drawn to this species as it’s a good mix between robotic and nature. Similar to the protogens from the same creator is primogens which have more robot parts and appearance is closer to a raptors. They are less popular as they are a closed species so would have to ask permission from the creator or commission for them. Closed species aren’t popular and are debatable if their good or not as their usually closed so people creation is more limited to what they can do. Fursonas are often the main focus in furry art as the art isn’t based on any singular piece of media it’s simply just people’s original characters creation and self-expression therefore art is a huge part of portraying that , a community that encourages the joy of creation. 
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  One way it is shown is in the creation of fursuits, as it allows artists skilled in the creation to take these design and ideas off paper and Portray them in a physical way. Fursuits are the main thing that anyone will recognize from the Fandom whether you are in it or not the colorful array of mascot suits worn by furries and cosplayers. There are different styles of suits. Toony suits are the most common type of suits with their overall cartoonish appearance, most noticeable part about these suits are the oversized facial features like eyes, ears and muzzles. Realistic suits try to look most as the real animals they are based on as possible. Kimono fursuits are cartoony but look a lot like anime art style. They have big eyes and little muzzles with the heads being much rounder than other suits. Not all members of the Fandom have suits around 15% own a suit. Why would people like to wear a suit? Could simply be cosplay they enjoy just dressing up as a character for fun or self-expression, it can be seen as artistic expression or performance. People can have more confidence in suit so are more social and energetic with others; wearing a mask can be easier to socialize pretending to be a character can help break out their shell and act however they like as compared to out of suit they feel more restricted on how to interact with people. There Is a variety of creativity in making these suits with crafting, air brushing textures of fur, different textiles and 3d modeling parts. Fursuit making has become a good career for people as theirs plenty of fursuit makers out there. 
   From my research , I have found that furry art has been around for centuries since important parts of history and is still very relevant in today’s media and pop culture. It’s inspired many people with their art, and those people continue on to inspire others to be more creative throughout the Fandom and will still carry on for years after. The community is accepting of everyone regardless of identity, race, beliefs or sexuality, approximately 80% of the furry fandom identifies as LGBT+. Fursonas can represent different parts of a person, expressing themselves however they’d like through different animals they feel close with or admire. They also have opportunities to persue a career with creating fursuits. Regardless of the previous points, at the heart of the Fandom , it is about the love and interest in anthropomorphic animals and expressing this through art and sharing this passion with others. 
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