Monday 29/10/18
Eumenes
Before lecture
Alexander is ill and dying, and as a long-term ally and close advisor of Alexander as well as my role as his chief secretary, I shall attempt to find out his last orders that he gave to do with his next expedition.[footnoteRef:1] I shall attempt to use these last commands for my personal gain and try to gain some sort of military command after his death to carry out his final wishes, with the intention of using these soldiers to claim some land for myself. After Alexander’s death I shall attempt to negotiate with the other generals of note. I intend to use these negotiations to claim land for myself, like Eumenes did with the claiming of Cappadocia,[footnoteRef:2] however in the Game of Diadems I shall attempt to gain richer land which will allow me to support an army better. If I am unable to gain land in the settlement I shall attempt to ally myself with Perdiccas or another significant commander, like Eumenes did historically[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Arrian Anabasis 7.24-7.27]  [2:  Plut Eum 3.4]  [3:  Heckle 1992] 

After lecture
The meeting in Babylon after the death of Alexander was chaotic, and after it all fell apart I left and took Sardis with its treasury of 20,000 talents, and I used the men of Sardis along with this money to bribe Pergamon, Smyrna and Ephesus under my control. By the time that I had done this I had assembled an army of 20,000 in Sardis and used this to threaten Miletus and Alexandria Troas over to my side. As part of a deal with Antigonus I gave him Ephesus and Miletus and am now on my way to take Illium to secure the Troas area. I am currently in an alliance with Antigonus and combined we control all of western Asia Minor. Nearchus attempted to take Ephesus with his fleet, however since he had no land army we were at a stalemate and I agreed to pay him 3,000 talents, and he agreed to let me keep Ionia.

Tuesday 30/10/18
Before lecture
Today I plan to settle some more of my troops in various cities to decrease the financial strain on my treasury, however before I do this I am to capture Illium to complete my conquest of the Troad region; this will further expand my control of the north western coast of Asia minor. I am fearful of attack from Macedon as they are very limited in options for expansion, therefore I shall think strategically about where to settle and station troops. The key cities which I need to defend are Pergamon, Sardis and Alexandria Troas, as Pergamon has large walls and is an important fortress[footnoteRef:4] and would be difficult to retake if lost. Although not as important, I will also look to defend Illium as this is my most northern city (after I have captured it) so will serve to defend my territory from any land based invasions from Macedon. Although I have no ships I am not too concerned about a naval invasion as Nearchus had his ships blockading me for a long time last lecture and this will have severely reduced his funds and ability to maintain a navy. I also aim to have a son this lecture as this will secure an heir to my land and therefore should I die, a clear candidate to take over. [4:  Bayraktar 1988] 


After lecture
In this lecture I took over Illium, Lampsacus and Abydos; I also founded a new city called Eumenia to settle my veteran soldiers in. I also had a baby girl whom I can marry off to a suitable match when she is a little older. I am also currently negotiating with Ptolemy about closing the Hellespont as this will damage Macedonia and Greece greatly as they import a lot of grain from the Black sea[footnoteRef:5] and I could then potentially take some of their land once they are weakened. [5:  Bissa 2009] 





	
Thursday 1/11/18
This lecture I am to wrap up negotiations with Ptolemy about closing the Hellespont. I also intend to negotiate with Antigonus to divide up the rest of Asia minor; I will attempt to take Bithynia so that I then control all easy access from Europe into Asia minor. I also intend to train up more men, however I shall keep them settled until I need them to reduce the strain on my economy. After closing the Hellespont I shall attempt to increase the amount of grain I get via trading around the Black Sea. I shall also attempt to increase diplomatic relations with peoples in the east and then join their side in the war as I feel they are the stronger side, and Antigonus has already sided with them.

After lecture
This lecture I started training cavalry to invade Bithynia, however this took about 6 months and this caused a big delay. After they were finished I marched to attack Bithynia, however I was attacked by the Macedonian army who were attempting to cross the Hellespont. As a result I marched my men back to Abydos and I fought a battle, and despite being the vastly inferior side my men inflicted many casualties on them even though I lost. After the battle I reconsolidated my army and then met up with Antigonus’ army, this meant that we vastly outnumbered the Macedonians and they retreated back to Macedon leaving all my cities intact and returning them to me.

Friday 2/11/18
Before lecture
This lecture I intend to raise an army to invade Bithynia as the threat from across the Hellespont is significantly reduced. I can now focus on expanding my territory and consolidating my power. I also plan on raising a monument by the shore of Abydos to commemorate the repulsion of the Macedonian army; I intend to do this to attempt to increase loyalty of the cities in that area. I will also I aim to plan an invasion of Macedon.

After lecture
I started raising more men with the intention of taking Bithynia, however I ended up on a campaign into Thrace with Antigonus and Ptolemy. We briefly took Sestos which was important as it meant that we had complete control of the Hellespont[footnoteRef:6], and attempted to take Cardia, however the Macedonian army met and defeated us. During the course of the battle I was gravely wounded and later died. [6:  Casson 2012] 


Tuesday 6/11/18
Attalus
I am now playing the 2nd in command to Demetrious, whom I have decided to call Attalus. Today I plan to bolster the defenses of the area we control. We shall do this by fortifying multiple cities to a high level, like Eumenes II and Attalus II did to Pergamon[footnoteRef:7]. Although this will mainly be undertaken by Demetrious I shall advise him which cities to fortify. I will suggest Lampsacus as it is the furthest north so therefore protects our northern border, and Abydos as both of these cities are key for controlling the Hellespont and preventing unauthorized passage from Greece into Asia minor[footnoteRef:8], as well as Ephesus as it is a very key city in the region. If it is peaceful I shall also attempt to bribe the islands of Lesbos and Lemnos over to us as this will extend our influence into the Aegean sea, as well as give us an easily defendable area if needed. [7:  Bayraka 1988]  [8:  Casson 2012] 


After lecture
This lecture was very peaceful so we started work on building fortifications round key cities, these cities being Abydos, Ephesus, Lampsacus, Adrymittium[footnoteRef:9]. We also successfully persuaded Lesbos and Lemnos to join us and I have been using Lemnos as a base to relay messages from Demetrious to the Macedonian court. I was also sent on a mission by Demetrious to hunt poisonous ducks in Pontus[footnoteRef:10] for a massive party which is being organized on Lemnos, however I ate one of the ducks as I did not believe it to be poisoned and found it to be poisonous, so I died. [9: ]  [10: Plin. Nat 29:25 ] 


Thursday 10/9/18
Attalus son of Atalus
This lecture I am playing as Attalus, son of Attalus. I intend to write a play about the death of my father, and I shall also attempt to get funds from Demetrius to build a temple dedicated to my father on the island of Lemnos.

In lecture
Swarms of locusts hit our territory. In order to make the situation better we watered down wine, increased fishing, and got men to clean the rivers and burn dead cattle as well as opening grain stores. A harsh winter meant people had to go the cities. We sent an envoy to Syracuse and imported some food as Syracuse has a lot of grain and often exported it to mainland Greece,[footnoteRef:11] and was not affected by the swarm of locusts. There was a major cholera outbreak and we attempted to treat some of the water but were not able to find a way to do so on a large scale. We lost 40% of the population. [11:  Bissa 2009] 


Friday 11/9/18
Before lecture
In the lecture I plan to try to make the most of the bad situation. We are safe from external invasions as all their armies are depleted. We shall rebuild our army and attempt to take advantage of the weakness of other powers in the area as importing food from Syracuse should mean that we are in a stronger position than the others.
In lecture
[image: http://wildwinds.com/coins/greece/pamphylia/perga/Pozzi_2791.jpg]This lecture I assassinated Peukestus on the orders of Demetrious with poisonous honey retrieved from Pontus,[footnoteRef:12] and when I got back I was given 5000 talents and 2000 men by Demetrios to go and take over southern Asia Minor after the death of Meleagros left it leaderless. I used my money to bribe Xanthos, Kyenai, Phellos and Perge over to me, however I failed to persuade Side to join me so I am raising an army to march on Side. I decided to make Perge my seat of power as historically it is a very important city and as Grainger states, it is situated on a steep hill making it easily defendable[footnoteRef:13] after getting permission from Demetrios I started minting my own coins with Demetrios on the obverse and Artemis on the reverse (similar to this one from Perge in the 3rd century) as Artemis was an important deity for this city[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Plin Nat, XX1]  [13:  Grainger 2009]  [14:  Bean, Mitchel 2012] 







Reverse of a coin from Perge 244-240 BC (wildwinds)






Monday 12/11/2018
This lecture I have borrowed the siege equipment of Demetrios[footnoteRef:15] and 2,000 men (on top of my 5,000) to besiege the city of Side. If I take this city, I will have control of Pamphylia as it is the only major city left in the region; this city is also important to take as it is a vital port[footnoteRef:16]. I successfully took the city, and this completes my conquest of Pamphylia, however it was a long siege that took about 9 months and this was very costly. [15:  Plut, Demetrius 21.1]  [16:  Grainger 2009] 

Tuesday 13/11/2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today we successfully formed an alliance of peoples in Asia Minor to fight the Galatians. We raised all our army to attempt to fight the Galatian army. We successfully got the kingdoms of Pontus and Armenia to send men to support us. We were victorious, so I built a temple to our victory in Pergamon in which I shall build many statues commemorating our victory such as the statue of a disarmed Celt awaiting death. I shall also mint new coinage from my mint in Perge which still features demetrios on the obverse but the reverse will feature myself killing a Galatian soldier.
[image: ]











A statue of a disarmed Celt awaiting death Museo Archeologico, Venice (Berresford Ellis 1997)
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