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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.

The article, written by Huw Lewis Assembly Member for Education and Skills, aims to address significant challenges when teaching Welsh as a second language in Wales. Within the article Lewis refers to the report titled “One language for all” by Professor Sioned Davies and also relates closely to Professor Graham Donaldson’s “Successful Futures” report from 2015. The article looks at the challenges in improving how Welsh as a second language is taught, and suggests actions to move forward successfully.
“We know that far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study, despite studying Welsh as a second language for many years” Lewis, (2015 p.3)”. This sentence shows that the current teaching of Welsh as a second language is ineffective, as children are not learning enough Welsh throughout their whole time in school to be able to take those language skills and put them to use in the wider world, such as at work. This idea is further supported by the quote “evidence gathered during the Review suggests that provision and therefore standards in Welsh second language, are patchy” Donaldson, (2015 p.61), Successful Futures. Donaldson goes on to say in his Successful Futures report that “In the main, school leaders and teachers, particularly in primary schools, are committed to improving provision for and standards in Welsh. However, they acknowledge significant shortcomings in the Welsh language skills of the workforce and limited knowledge of second language teaching methodology” Donaldson (2015 p.61) Successful Futures. The belief that part of the cause of lower ability in Welsh second language is due to a shortcoming in the teaching is also written about by Lewis where he says “As well as developing a new curriculum that will raise the bar for the teaching and learning of Welsh in schools, we also need to equip our teaching profession with better skills” Lewis (2015). 
As someone who had a poor Welsh second language education throughout my time in school particularly through Key Stage 3, I feel that taking the opportunity to address the shortfalls in the ability of the workforce and taking steps to improve the Welsh language skills is vital in moving forward and being able to increase the number of children leaving English-medium schools with the ability and confidence to use Welsh in their lives confidently, and to not see speaking Welsh as a chore, only to be used within the context of Welsh lessons in school. Increasing these numbers will also fall in line with the Welsh Governments proposal to reach one million Welsh speakers by the year 2050. “what I’m anxious that we do is to ensure that people have the opportunity to learn Welsh and to receive a Welsh language education in every part of the country, but then that people have the confidence and the wish to use that language at all times” Alun Davies, (2016), https://gov.wales/newsroom/welshlanguage/2016/160801cymraeg/?lang=en , accessed 03/12/2018. The importance of teaching Welsh as a second language in English-medium schools is high on the Welsh Governments agenda in regard to reaching this goal. “The English-medium sector has an important contribution to make to our aim of developing Welsh speakers. To reach a million speakers, we need to transform how we teach Welsh to learners in all other schools, in order that at least half of those learners’ report by 2050 that they can speak Welsh by the time they leave school. We intend to develop a single continuum for the teaching of Welsh as a language, with an emphasis on learning Welsh predominantly as a means of communication, particularly oral communication.” Welsh Government, (2017), Cymraeg 2050 A million Welsh speakers.
“Successful Futures makes ten recommendations in relation to Welsh language in the curriculum across the 3 – 16 age range, covering all current key stages and phases. These respond directly to the key recommendations made by Professor Davies.” Lewis, (2015). Within these recommendations it is stated that learning Welsh should remain a compulsory subject between ages 3 and 16. This is a belief that is agreed upon by Donaldson, Lewis and Davies, and is something I believe to be very important. To allow children to opt-out of a Welsh second language education would directly contradict the efforts put forward to make speaking Welsh an attractive and worthwhile option for young people.
Improving how young people are taught Welsh in school also sets the foundations for the Welsh Governments Global Futures initiative, in which the Welsh Government aims to implement the teaching of English, Welsh and one other foreign language. They call this Bilingual plus 1. Welsh Government (2015) Global Futures says, “Our strategy is to encourage learners to extend their knowledge of other cultures by becoming ‘Bilingual plus 1’, that is, studying English, Welsh and at least one modern foreign language from primary to examination level.” It is widely believed that learning additional languages is easier for people that already speak more than one language. This means that teaching Welsh second language in Primary school is essential to assisting young people to learn additional foreign languages.

Lewis (2015) says “There will be a renewed focus on learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding”. This will go a long way in helping the Welsh language more attractive to young people as they will be able to see a functional use for speaking Welsh, along with being able to practice their Welsh by using it in every day situations, rather than learning set sentences relating to scenarios they do not often find themselves in every day, such as talking about holidays for example. Conversational Welsh will also help when young people leave school and go into the workplace. The ability to communicate in and about work on a day to day basis will assist greatly with job prospects.

In conclusion, I believe the recommendations Lewis makes are very important for the future of education in Wales, and that improving the attainment levels in Welsh second language is vital for the growth of the Welsh language and preservation of Welsh culture. As someone who’s Welsh second language education suffered throughout school due to teachers potentially without the ability to confidently teach the language to a worthwhile level, and due to only having one hour of Welsh every 2 weeks, I can see the absolute importance in using the Welsh language throughout all 6 areas of learning in the new curriculum as suggested by Professor Graham Donaldson in his Successful Futures report.
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