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Submission Notes – Please Delete Before Submission

· The Academic Methodology Poster is worth 15% of your final grade for BMHP6020 Independent Project. 
· Your poster should be no more than 2 pages in length and between 300 - 500 words approximately. 
· All information should be cited using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guidelines from Cite them Right.
· Try not to include too much information as you will be able to explain concepts further within your main dissertation. 
· Use visuals and colours to make your poster engaging to the audience. 
· Ensure your poster is clear and consistent in style. 
· Convey the information in an appealing way which can be understood by any audience. 
· Use the headings within this guidance to ensure you include all the information for successful completion of this element.  
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Analysing How Early Intervention Strategies Improve
Social Connection and Communication Capabilities in

‘)ﬂiren with Autism throughout they

01 Introduction
and Research Aim

02 Search Strategy

This research uses a desk-based secondary approach, Asearch strategy is a systematic, planned approach to locating

analysing existing literature and official reports rather
than collecting primary data. This poster outlines the
study’s methods, ensuring transparency and credibility
(Saunders and Lewis, 2017).

The aim is to evaluate early intervention programmes
for UK children aged 0-5 with Autism Spectrum
Disorder, focusing on improvements in social interaction
and communication. It identifies strengths and
limitations of current approaches to inform best practice.
These methods support systematic source analysis,
forming the basis of the dissertation’s findings
(Saunders and Lewis, 2017).

relevant, high-quality evidence, ensuring research is transparent
repeatable and focused (Aveyard, 2014; Saunders and Lewis,
2017). Searches used Google Scholar, university databases,
PubMed and NHS Evidence, holding peer-reviewed research, UF
policy and guidance.
Boolean Operators (Cottrell, 2017)
¢ -AND — combines concepts: autism AND early intervention
AND UK
¢ -OR — adds synonyms: autism OR ASD
¢ NOT - excludes irrelevant results: NOT adults, NOT learning
disability
Filters: peer-reviewed, 2016-2026, UK-only. This approach
ensured findings were relevant, credible and aligned with the stud

,

aim.

03 Searching for
Information

The UWTSD Library, Google Scholar, PubMed, Social Care
Online and NICE/NHS Evidence were selected for their
credibility and relevance to UK child health and social care | | “=*"™ | “*™ | ™|
(Aveyard, 2014). Filters included peer-review status,
publication dates 2016—2026, focus on children aged.
and UK relevance. Boolean operators refined results‘,'
the CRAAP Test assessed source quality. All search te
filters and selection decisions were fully documented'i
Bource Tracking Table (Appendix 1) for full tran:
replicability.
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4 Research Validatio
Analysis—;

nd 5 Inclusion
Criteria
You can add English language as a separate,
To quickly assess relevance, each article was
first scanned by reviewing its title, abstract,
introduction and conclusion; this allowed initial
filtering to identify sources aligned with the
research scope (Aveyard, 2014). For the
remaining sources, the CRAAP Test was
applied to evaluate quality (Chalkley, 2024)
Currency prioritised publications from 2016—
2026, with key earlier reviews retained if still
widely cited. Relevance confirmed a direct
focus on early intervention for children aged 0—
5 years with ASD. Authority verified qualified
authors and peer-reviewed journals. Accuracy
checked clear methods and supporting data,
while Purpose ensured findings were objective
and free from commercial bias. All selected
sources scored highly, with priority given to
currency, relevance and authority.

clear inclusion criterion typically placed
alongside other accessibility/applicability
requirements. Here’s your updated,
structured set:
Inclusion Criteria

To ensure research focus and reliability:
- Peer-reviewed articles only — academically
checked and trustworthy
- Published within the last 10 years (2016—
2026) — reflects current healthcare pressures
- Published in English language — ensures full
understanding and consistent analysis
- Focused on Autism Spectrum Disorder
- Addresses early intervention in children
aged 0-5 years
- Fully accessible online — ensures future
review and analysis
It fits logically after the publication date range
(or before the topic focus) because it relates
directly to the feasibility of reviewing and
analysing the source material, which aligns

with your stated purpose.

7 Secondary Research Y

Ethics

This study uses only publicly available published
sources, with no primary data collection or

?@w @

¢S Exclusion
Criteria

Sources were excluded if they met any of the
following conditions:
- Published more than 10 years prior to the
review (i.e., before 2016)

- Non-peer-reviewed material, including
blogs, opinion pieces, news media, and non-

academic websites

- Not available in full text

-Published in a language other than English

- Focused on adults or older children, rather
than the target population

- Not directly related to autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) or early intervention
Purpose:

These criteria ensured that only recent,
relevant, and credible evidence was included.
Removing outdated or low-quality sources
helped maintain a strong academic
foundation and improved the reliability of the
thematic analysis presented in Chapter 4

8 Conclusion

This chapter has outlined the rigorous, systematic methods used to locate,
evaluate and analyse research evidence. It detailed the search strategy,
inclusion/exclusion rules, validation using the CRAAP test, and the thematic
coding and colour-coding process used to organise findings. Every step was
documented to ensure transparency and replicability.

Thematic analysis provided a structured approach for identifying patterns
across the selected literature, supported by established methodological
frameworks (Braun and Clarke, 2006; Aveyard, 2014). Ethical
considerations, including GDPR compliance, ensured responsible handling

of all data sourt

participant contact, so no consent or privacy risks
arise. It complies with GDPR and the Data
Protection Act 2018, as no personal data were
processed.

Academic Integrity

Al sources are fully cited in Harvard style to avoid \

plagiarism and ensure accurate representation of
authors’ work.

Transparency and Credibility
Literature was selected and analysed objectively,
with study limitations clearly acknowledged. Ethical

practice was maintained through accurate reporting Recorded Autism Prevalence by Age in the UK (0 — 5 Years)

and documented procedures (National Data S
Guardian, 2024). 175 4
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In Figure 2, recorded autism prevalence || 050 |
is shown for UK children aged 0-5 years. 0251
Z Prevalence rises steadily with increasing _—

age. The highest rate is recorded at age
5 (Rydzewska et al., 2019).
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