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In this assignment I was asked to use a theme as a stimulus and consider how to embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes from the new Donaldson curriculum in an integrated, cross curricular approach. In this essay, I will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using a cross curricular approach and explain my chosen theme of ‘Beaches’ describing a number of activities that could be used in year six when teaching this theme in Key Stage Two. 
The definition of ‘cross- curricular’ is “involving curricula in more than one educational subject” (Oxford Dictionary, 2019), this approach will play a big part in the new Donaldson curriculum as the education system in Wales moves away from traditional subject teaching and moves towards the six areas of learning and experience; Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Humanities, Language, Literacy and Communication, Maths and Numeracy and Science and Technology. The cross- curricular approach is based on Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory of learning which promotes the interaction between developing people and the knowledge they have of their culture. He believed that everything is learned in two stages, firstly through a social level and then on an individual level (Vygotsky, 1978). He strongly believed in collaborative learning, modelling and scaffolding for supporting learning helping learners to be inquisitive, creating their own ideas, developing knowledge by talking and problem solving by working together, sharing ideas and making connections which are some of the key aspects to developing a cross- curricular curriculum.
Another theorist, Barnes has identified six cross curricular approaches; a tokenistic approach is used to bring extra interest to a theme, hierarchal learning is when ideas from one subject are used to enhance learning in another subject, multidisciplinary learning is used to give importance to two subjects, interdisciplinary learning is used to connect or combine subjects creatively, opportunistic learning is learning the child leads and double focus learning is establishing a balance between subjects. These approaches can be used across the curriculum through different ways of teaching in the classroom.
From researching cross curriculum approaches I have discovered that there are varying viewpoints on using cross curricular activities in the classroom. The disadvantages of a cross curricular approach are that it has been tried before and has been greatly criticised. It was introduced in the 1930’s through the ‘Project Method’ where children chose what they wanted to learn, they asked questions and found the answers, this approach allowed the children to lead the way of learning. Also, in the late 1960’s the curriculum was grouped into themes and categories. However, there were many critics to this approach claiming that the curriculum had no coherence or structure (Bantock,1971). There were fears that the curriculum gave teachers and pupils too much choice and difficult areas were avoided meaning that not all children were given the same knowledge and opportunities meaning teaching varied too much from school to school. 
Furthermore, some people argue that the cross curricular approach can cause an unclear rationale, and there is less monitoring of children’s achievements compared to subject teaching when children are monitored regularly and individually rather than in group work. In addition to this, there are disadvantages of cross curricular in terms of planning, lesson plans may be well planned and evaluated but by using the cross curricular approach it is less clear on how pupils will build knowledge from prior learning (Mallett, 2002)
In contrast, I have researched and found many benefits to teaching cross curricular. Cross curricular teaching enables pupils to pull knowledge together from different areas of learning and apply this knowledge to everyday life by learning through real and relevant contexts. By teaching cross curricular teachers are able to emphasise links between subjects giving children a greater understanding of what they are learning. Also, teachers are given the opportunity to be more creative with their lessons meeting the needs and interests of their pupils this allows teachers and pupils to use the curriculum in innovative ways creating a more motivating and engaging learning experience which promotes achievement. Using varied teaching methods and using practical activities such as handling objects, studying outside through fieldwork and also role play has a positive effect on learners and they respond creatively and make enquiries furthering their knowledge and understanding of a topic (Simon Catling, 2017).
There are many benefits of learning in a cross curricular environment, evidence shows that there are links between creative thinking and cross curricular activity, this could support one of Donaldson’s four purposes of the new curriculum in Wales by helping pupils become creative contributors (Successful Futures, 2015). Cross curricular activities can also offer a different approach to learning, this would also help support the Donaldson curriculum in creating a curriculum that aims to motivate and meet the needs of individual learners (Making the most of learning, 2008) by not isolating pupils into one learning style and teaching in creative ways to include all learners. Aspects of learning such as problem solving, reasoning and creative thinking are used across the whole curriculum, by using the cross curricular method teachers can help their pupils recognise when they are using these skills and help them to see how they are used in different contexts.
Furthermore, there are benefits of planning cross curricular, the best planning supports cross curricular links throughout learning giving learners an opportunity to deepen their understanding and enable them to reflect on their studies (Simon Catling, 2017). Teachers are able to link ideas through their plans and easily recycle lessons and adapt them to a new theme by linking them to previous learning and skills taught.
The first activity is a trip to Oxwich Bay in the Gower Peninsula, this supports Barnes’ opportunistic learning approach by allowing the children to lead the learning through a field trip. The trip will help promote the Cwricwlwm Cymreig as the Gower Peninsula is widely viewed as part of Welsh culture and heritage and is something to be proud of. While on the trip the children will carry out a beach litter survey by collecting and recording the litter they find. This task will help children develop their knowledge and understanding of the ESDGC themes by learning about the natural environment and also consumption and waste by learning about the importance of recycling and putting waste in the bin as it affects the environment. By doing science and environmental work outdoors the children will have many opportunities to develop their understanding of ESDGC (Welsh Assembly Government, 2007). The children will record the data they find by counting the number of plastic bottles they find for example, which develops mathematical skills in maths and numeracy.   They will also use geographical skills by observing and asking questions, the children will be able to interview local residents to learn more about the beach litter problem and how it is affecting them, this could help develop children’s literacy, language and communication skills as they think of questions to ask and write down the answers. This task would also develop thinking skills and be a creative way of getting the children to view things from a different perspective. 
The second activity will be creating a beach report, the children will pretend to be on the news and work in groups to present their findings from the beach in a news broadcast of five minutes, the children could choose to roleplay as news presenters, fishermen, dog walkers and marine biologists and describe how the beach litter findings they discovered each affected their character. This activity would help develop the children’s viewpoints and show them that there are different interpretations and experiences of others to understand, “cross curricular learning recognises these multiple viewpoints and seeks to build more knowledgeable, lasting and transferable understandings of the world around us” (Barnes, pg. 261). This activity uses an interdisciplinary learning approach to connect and combine subjects creatively. The children will use tablets to record each others groups, promoting digital competency, one of the three core responsibilities in the Donaldson curriculum. This activity will require the children to use their literacy, language and communication skills when using prior knowledge to present data and their findings, by revisiting a skill from a different perspective the children can deepen their understanding (Scottish Government, 2008), this also incorporates science and technology into the task. The expressive arts area of learning and experience will also play a big part in this task through the aspect of film and digital media. The children will present their ideas on how to reduce the amount of litter on the beach, which will help develop listening skills and also allow the children to discuss and reason different perspectives. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The third activity is making sea creatures from the litter the children collected from the beach, this would help develop the expressive arts area of learning and experience by allowing pupils to develop creatively and show their artistic skill. The children would recycle the litter they collected from the beach to complete this activity teaching them the importance of recycling and promoting ESDGC. This activity links to prior knowledge taught in humanities and geography skills by learning about the beach environment and the creatures found within them which is beneficial to pupils, humanities are best taught through cross subject ideas (Simon Catling, 2017).  By making their own decision on what materials they want to choose to complete this task the children are stimulating their own experimentation and creativity and developing the ESDGC concept of choices and decisions. Children can research their sea creatures to learn more about them and present them to their peers.
In conclusion, I think that the cross curricular approach has more advantages to disadvantages and will be good to use when teaching the six areas of learning and experience in the new curriculum. It has many benefits for teachers and pupils, it allows pupils to learn in an engaging and motivating way, learning through a variety of activities that are all interlinked to other areas of learning. In the long run, a cross curricular approach will help children to develop adaptable skills that they can use throughout the curriculum that they will be able to develop throughout their school years. Cross curricular teaching allows pupils to make links across learning helping them to see the relevance of what they are learning within a wider context which is important to making pupils learning relevant to their lives, making children aware of their surroundings, identity and culture. Pupils are growing in a modern world with modern technologies, the cross curricular approach will help grow creative, adaptive, life- long learners (Donaldson, 2015) by creating digital competent learners, using technology as a way to learn in all areas of experience. The cross curricular approach has to be embedded into the six areas of learning and experience in an integrated way, an opportunistic approach is very important when teaching cross curriculum, to find the right balance between subjects so that all six areas of learning are covered. 
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